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COLONEL SHOWER!'S message to all men on the station on the
occasion of the celebration of the first two hundred mis-
sions of the L67th Bormbardment Group:-

Each and every member of the bél’?th Group and
Allied Units may well view with pride and
satisfaction the enviable record established
in carrying out in less than a year, two hund-
red bombing attacks against enemy installations,
as well as numerous efficently run "rucking!
mé ssions--hauling suprlies to rapidly moving
ground forces during Septomber 1944, The
record has been outstanding because of the
unfailing interest, untiring devotion to duty
and wholehearied co-opuration of all off icors
anxi men on this station, both on the ground and
in the airs Your co-ordinated efforts ave re-
gulted in releptless attrition upon the onenyls
resources and fighting facllities; and you nay
feel rightfully consceious that yours wes a tan=
gible contribution toward the impending final
triumph of Allied Arms. -

Whilo giving thanks for past success, lct us
be mindful of the sncrifice made by those who
have not returncd from these missionse Their
only request would undoubtedly te that we cone
tinue during the ensuing moniihs of the war to

) display that same zeal and enthusiasm which have
during the past year achieved such splendid reo=
sults, to the end that we may sce chastisement
of the last aggressors and tie establishment of

a just and lasting peacce

ALBERT J. SHOWER, Colonel, Air Corps, Commanding.
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PREFACE

The L67th Bombardment Group (H), consisting of the 788th, 789th, 790th,
and 791st Bombardmert Sguadrons, was activated on 9 Septembor 1943, pursuant to
General Orders Number 78, Headquarters Second Air Force, Fort George liright,
Washington, dated 1 August 1943+ The original cadre consisted of 35 officers
and 155 enlisted men under the command of Capt. Garnet B, Palmer, Group
Operations Officer. The Air Echelon of the Group wert to AAF School of Applied
Tactics in Florida around the middle of September 1943, and there the Group
Commander and Deputy Group Commander joined the Groupe At that time, Cole
Frederic E, Glantzberg ard Lts Cols Albert Jo SHower were the men in these posi-
tions, but Cols Glantzberg was transferred on 25 October 1943 to a Group more
advanced in training® and Lte Cols Shower assumed conmande The ground Echelon
grew at Mountain Home, Idaho, and Lte Cole Ion Se ialker arrived on 22 September
1943 to fill the position of Ground Executive Cfficers On the last day of -
Octcber, the entire Group was ordered to the Amy Air Base at Wendover, Utah,
for entry on phase training.

For neerly three months, the training went ahead at Vendover. In spite
of the miles of Utah salt flats to the East, and of Nevada mountains to the
West, lifc at this bleak base was rot too bad. Many men were able to have their
wives with them, and recreation at the various clubs on the base was not unpleas=
art, Training proceeded with the usual problems of bad weather, old airplanes,
inadequate maintenance facilities, and the conmon colds At the same time, the
persornel rosters were in a constant stete of flux as the authorities tried to
£i11 key positions with the "right men". At the middle of January, "PCM"
inspectors began their examination of the Group. By February, the T/0 was up
to strength with men eager to go overseas, but the "PQU" inspectors did not
scem to be entirely satisfied with the functioning of the Group. However, the
trip to the F.0.E. began on 12 Februcry 1944, with the Ground Echelon entraining
for Camp Shanks, New York, and the Air Echelon flying their aircraft to
Herington, Kansas. At Herington, the flyers were further inspected and flew
many practice missions. :

Ths Ground Echelon sailed out of New York harbor on 27 February, and the
59 planes of the Air Echelon were strung out over the Southern routes of the
A.T.C. shortly thereafter, Strangely enough, the Ground echelon and most of the
Adr Echelon reached the base at Rackheath, Norfolk, England on the same day
11 March 1944. Here they fourd things well on the way to organization, thanks
to the four mambers of the advance party who had arrived a month before.

In a fow words above, the pre-ETO history of the 467th has been summarizede
Those days were not unlike the training days of other Groupse In the narrative
that follows, an attempt will bte made to show the dovelopment of the personality
of our Group during its first year in England, how it has come to be one of the
outstanding Groups of the Second Air Division of the Eighth Air Force, and how
the Group has worked with the many auxiliary units assigned to the base at
Rackheathe

In order to convey a picture of the many activities of this community of
3000 men, representatives from all corners of the field have been asked to
submit summaries of the work of their sections during the past year, and these
will be found in Part II,

The work of the 467th is not finisheds More history will follow. This is
the story of its first ycar oversecas, in England,

#Tt is of interest to note that Col, Glantzberg went to the 4L6lst Bombardment
Group, and after completing fifty missions with this Group in the SW Pacific,
has returned to the States.
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I - ARATIVE

1. Pre-operational Days in the EiU.

It is a rare coincidence that ground and sir echelons reach their sta=-
tion overseas on the same day, but such was the case for the L6Tth on 11
March 194L. As the trainlosds of ground persormel drew up ab the Salhouse
railroad station, the aircraft of the Group were seen coming in for their
landings at the rew base. Nveryone serncinized their new place of business
with apprehension, and to svery man Tackheath looked like a "good deal."

Built by the Air Ministry, the base had not yet been tumned over to the
American authorities with official ceremory s A1l the buildings were brand
new, having teen used only by the awxiliary urdts on the field that had
arrived some time before to prepare DHor the reception of the Group, These
urd ts were the 74ith Stetion Complament Scuadron, the 470th Sub-Depob, the
1229th Quartermaster Comrany, the 1286th .llitary Police Compeny, the 262nd
Chamical Company, the 145ist Ordnence S. and . Company, the 2105th Fire
Fighting Flatoon, and the Z07tn iinance Section. In addition, a considerable
riumber of RAF personcel had been oa the base for soms time to instruct us
Amerdcans in various K10 proceduras. & nuer of civilian workers were, &s
they are how, employed at Rackheubn as station engincers ard maintenance men
of various soris.

The advance party of fouwr members of fthe CGrgup had reached Rackheath
on 10 February 194%. This quartet eansisted of ILt. Col. Allen F. Herzberg,
the Air Executive, Capt. Richard I. Dobinson, the 791st S-2 Officer, Capt.
Wayne Y. Woodvard, the Group Comsunicawions Oificer, and C'O Robert M.
Sauniers, the S-4 Officers. Freparations had been made for the immediate recep-
tion of the Group by these men. Quarters were assigmed, and extensive plans
had been made for the utilization of the buildings on the Iicld.

The first night the Officers! Club was the sceve of a pleasant reunion
of the fying and ground personnel who had lsft the treining base in Utsh
just a month bofore. The bar was stocked wvith a fair cuantity of British
beer and "eyder," which, though the itaste wss forecign, provided the familiar
stimulus for an evening of fun and frolic. ¥ith Lt. John K. Gile at the
piano, an evenirg of song-fest procecded just as it had during the months of
training. Everyone retired that nigt pleased with their new location and
eagor to start the next day on the task of meldng the Group operational.

A1l perconrel were restricted te the base until the Croup was placed
on an operational status, and this status was not acquired until 10 April
194L. The activity durdrg ths thirty pre-operational days was of two sorts
in all depertments: familiarization with procedurss in the £T0, and the
establishment of the sections in e way that would enable the exocution of
these procedures. Ground officers and enlisted men of the different secticns
visited their analogous sections in long-ostablished groups. Flying rersonncl
received extensive training, urder the guidance of experionced combat men,
sent from higher headousrtcrs to case the "growing vains.” Many training
missions were flonn over Englard, and as tleo tise for combat duty came nearer,
the crews began to realize thlat the many tedious howrs spont flying formation
in training were indesd well spent.,

Ground porsonncl studied regulations ard instructions of Air Force,
Divieion and "ing, and accordingly set up their sections. None of the admin-
istrative porsonnel had been trainkd in the task that mresented itself here,:
Tho job of running an entire station was new to tham, and many problems srose,
espocially that of allocating Group porsomel to LF and other dutiesa All
supply channcls were jammed wi th recucsts for urgently necded materials.

Some supplies arrived immediately, but others wero weeks in comings The usual
complaints about Amy less dirdnished as the mon working in that department
solved the numerous problems that confrofited thome ‘ ,

Enemy alerts were of cours: a novalty to members of the Groups The first
two were especially vivid, for the antiaireraft tracers and searchlights made
quite a show, and shell fragments actually foll on tho bases During the carly
days, the encmy formetions wore mercly passing by, ard the annourcemsnt over
the Tanoy public address system of "enemy aircraft overhcad" merely caused
men to hcave over on thoir other sides in bed and doze off again.

Recreation for enlistod men was provided in thoe Red Cross Aero Club. An
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officers' snack bar was opened in one wing of the Acro Club, and later was
provided at the Officers! Club. ¥orale rosc consideradly as mail began to
come in from home. Yotion pictures were shown in the bast theater; soft-ball
tcams were organized and contests wore held in various open areas én the
base. Lt Marnold V. Smith, Assistant Special Service Officer, supervised the
planting of useful crops on fifty-scven acres of open land on the station,

A total of 58 B2l airplancs assigned to the Group recached the ET0, one
having been lost en route. Of these 58, one was danagoed beyornd repair as it
landed at Backhoath, but forturately without injury to any crew member, Five
more ships werc re-assigned to other groups, and of the remaining 52 all but
throe were on the base when the Group was alorted for its first mission.

After three weeks of intensive mroparation, it became evident that the
first mission was not far off. Waere the suprlics had not arrived, substi-
tutes were devised to provide the necessities when the first mission was
flown. After a number of false starts, the Croup was finally alerted for its
first combat mission on Apral 9, 1944, just 29 days aftor its personnol had
arrived at Rackheath.

2. Mission Nurber 1.

Tension ran high in preparation for Hission #1, to say the least. In
spitc of forethought and rumsrous cleck-lists, no one could face the situa-
tion that the organizavion for his martacular task was thorough enough.

Every man on the field involved in ihe preparation for the mission was excited
ard cager to do his part properly. Lvery men on the field who was to {1y the
mission was wondoring anxdiously what he was ging to face on his first
mission. The crew mambers gathured in the briofing building, and after an
emergency trip to Horeham to precure Yarget photographe missing from the
local files, the briofing begen. The tzrget: the airfield at Bourges in
Contral France., There was a moment of etrain when the meisture from the
breaths of the men in the crowded roum condansed on tho mirrored surfaces
in the epidiascope. The lights were ocut, and a blur shone on the screen that
no focusing could correct. However, the situation was soon remedied, and the
briefing terminated without furthcr rishap. :

On this mowning of 10 Airil 1944, thirty aircraft took off, starting
at 0600. The Group was comuanded by Cols Shower, who flew with Lt Kenneth
Driscoll’s erew, and the second squadron was commanded by Major Smith, who
fiew with Lt Ricrard J, Campbell’s crow.

The tims of return was mede known to the personnel on the ground in time
for them all to gather round the perimeter strip to welcome our aircraft. It
was an unusually teautiful day in England. The clear blue skies permitted
the sun to shine its warm rays on the chilly crowd gathered on the ficld.

The ships of the 447th flew over the base in parfect formation. A quick count
" showed every one present, amd every man on the fleld scnsed a chill of thrill
along his spine and & real jJoy in seeing his friemls back safely.

Intervogation shomed that neivher flak nor cnemy aircraft had been
encourtered. Two of the aircraft had failed %o attack dus to mechandcal
reasons, and two failed for other rcasons. Tic other twenty-six aircraft © - -
dropped 149 x 10C0 GP bombs. The photographs shawed generally "good" rosults,
though one of the squadrons was slightly west of the MPI,

It was good to hear that the crews on thair first mission had had a
"milk run." Many of their axperiences were related in detail. One lead bom=—
bardier went back to the tenb-bay to seé why his radio operater had delaycd
firing the flares as signal of "combs away." His roplywas, "Goshi Do you
suppose there were people in those bulldings?"

Thus the L67th Bombardment Group completed its first mission. It was a
hoalt;g start. Theh evory ome went about the business of orgamizing for Mise
sion ffd.

3« Typical Missions.

The process of dispatching missions before long macame routinc. Along
with one's expericnce camc the reslization that every target was not a "milk
run” like Bourges. There were losses; hopes for those'missing in action,!
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depression over those men brought back deads Crippled planes limped back to
the eamergency rumays at Manston or Woodbridge. But with it all, the 467th
was doing its job well. The causes of occasionally misplaced bombs were
analyzed and studied, so that crews could be trained to use caution to pre-
vent a recurrence. The record kept improving in all departments. Maintenance
charts showed that the ground crews were "on the ball." Original mechanical
modifications were devised to make operation more convenient in the air.

There follow short summarics of selected missionse Some arce outstanding
for one or two reasons, some are just ordinary cveryday missions.

a. Mission #11, 24 April 194L.
Target: Airfield and Aircraft Factory at Leipheim, Gormany.

Thirty aircraft took off, starting at 0750, Of these, twenty-six went
over the target. Four returned early because of mechanical failure, and two
of these managed to get & short distance into France before they had to
Habort." The twenty-six ships dropped a total of 260 x 5C0-1be GP bombs on
the targct.

Col. Shower led the Group and the Wing, flying with Lt James D. Owear-
ingen's crew. Major Smith led the second squadron, flying with ~t Douglas Be
Volk's crow. Though the 96th Wing was the third wing of the Second Division
into enemy territory, it was tho leading forco of two wings on this target,
and it led tho Division in withdrawal. Everything clicked for a good mission
from the start. The weather was clear, There were no enemy fighters. Flak
was meager, and no lossos or casualties were sufferede
Strike photographs £ell the story of the results, and those taken on this
mission show excellent bombings The first bomb dropped hit the MFI, and the
first squadron laid a pattern that completely covered the hangar and service
installations on the ficld. All of the bambs (except 9 which "hung up" and
arc shomn dropping later) hit within 2000 feet of the MPI, The second squad-
ron's pattern was partly on the target area, and rartly on a nearby field,
The first squadron did an especially outstanding job, and for his leadership
of these forces on Leipheim, Col. Shoker was awarded tho Bistinguished

Flying Cross. .

be Missions #42, 43, 44; 6 June 1944 (D-Day)
Targets: f42, Shore installations at Colleville and Port en Bessin,
France.
#43. Villers Breage, Framnce,
#L4+ Bridge at Pontaubault, France.

Much speculation proceded the actual arrival of D-Day. Yhen and
where would it be? Every man had his own school of thought. For some time
bembers had buen hitting at targets up and down the coast of France. On
several occasions groupes had flown multiple missions in one day to ease the
strain of the intense operations plannad for DeDay.

When the Field Order came in, describing the landing barges that would
be floating on the Channel below, therc were many who thought cven then that
the operation on June 6 would be just a feint or some sort of practices
Excitement ran high. Everyone who had enything to do with briefing at all,
stayed up all night, just to be surc tlat every effort was made to ensure
the success of the missions

A cry of joy went up from the crew members at their briefings when they
were told that "this was it." It was the day they had been waiting for. It
was the day the whole world was waiting for.

Mission #42. Thirty-four aircraft took off on this mission and made a
pre~dawn assembly. Those plancs were to fly as six-planc clements, and to
each of these such elements there was an H2X plane in the lead clement to
imicate the bambing in case of overcaste

The unbricfod weather tmt these men encourntered was a big disappointe-
ment to all. Much difficulty was cncountered in the assembly area, and there
was complcte overcast from England to the target and backe Squadrons weore
confused, some of them having planes in thom from otler groups, Only sixteon
of our aircraft dropped their bombse Of the 264 x 500 1b. and 624 x 100 1b,
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bobs loaded, only 132 x 500 1lb, and 260 x 100 1b. bombs were 'releascd over
the target, the others being returned to beee. This mission was a great dis-
appointment to everyone taking part in it, fiom the voint of view of being
unable to "sec ‘the sights," as well as from the point of view of being so
‘little help in the great assault that vds being directed against the beaches
belows \ : y

Yission #43+ Twelve ships took off from this station to form as a squad-
ron and lead the 96th Wing to & terpeb bayord the shore line of France. Major
Palmer lad the Groap, flying with Lt Leond?d H. Honefeldt!s crew.

This formatlon experidrieed the same bad weather as the formations on
Mission #42. Compleve cloud coverage prevented the drepping of any bombs
whatsoever, and all tombs'Were recturned to base.

Mission #ik. Twenty-four aircraft were dispatched on tiis missions Cole
Shower led the first of two Group formations in the Wing against our PI,
flying in a PFF plane, from ancther group, anc the low loft squadron of this
Group formation was led by Capt leitzel, flying in snother PFE ship,

Bad woathar was again encomtered at assenbly, and five aircrafi could
not locste the formetion bBecause of it. Cne othur aircraft returned early
for mechanical reasons. The remaining eightsen ships reached the targel ares.

Thoe target was a bridge near tihe jumtion of the Brest and Cherbourg
peninsulas. A 360° turn was made ia an effort to spot the bridge through an
opening in the clouds, but the bombing wus dore using H2X techniques In the
photographs that cedld be obtained, tha targoi-could not be seen because of
cloud cover, but some chesk-puints were visible. An estimate of the point of
impact placed tho hombs about 2000 fuel east of the MPL, A total of 215 X
500 1b. GP bombs were released by tho two squadrons ovor the targot.

From the summaries of the three D-Day missions, it can casily be seen
that this was not an historisal day fcr the LA37th, The crew members roturned
from their missions bitterly disappointed tmt the weather nad preveuted the
accomplisiment of satisfactory tombing. These who flew in tne aflteraocon
missicn ($44) were able, through drocks in the clouds, to get glimpses of |
the vast armadas of allied ships carrying troops and supgliss acress the
English Channcl, but that had the effect of making the depression over the
lack of wisual target conditions cven greater.

During the three weeks after D-Day, B-2L's of the 467th struck exclus-
ively at French tergets of & tactical nature, thet were a considerable dis-
tancz behind the limes. These incluced pmainly bridges, railways, airfislds,
ard V-1 launching sites. During this three-wcek pericd there was ona mission
to Beriin as welli; but the real rozutn to strategic borbing did not occur
until the end of Juns.

‘-ho ¥iea #LB, 11 June 1944. )
Targst: Railroad bridec at Blois.St. Denis, France,

** This mission was one of the tactical missions that.as flown just
after D-Day, and it is umusual becauae for the first time the aireraft of
this Group were 4o bomb from a relatively lav altitude., Toe Tield Order
it3elf sat the stage for a dramuvic mission when it said "Target wiil be
destroved.” There was no mirimm alzitude cstablished for bombing, and in
the event Lhat an overcast was present, the aircraft were to lot down through
the clduds and bord in three-ship elemants.

Fiftecon aircraft took off %o {osm two sguadrons. Col. Shower led the.
Group and YMing, flying with I& Dcuglas B. Volk's crow, and ilajor roldrege
lsd the low left squadron of thls Group, flying with 44 Richard H. Campbellés
crews . £
‘7 This Wing formativon was the Saly fomation assigmed to this target, and
the Wing did not'form with the Division. Before crossing the cnemy coast, a
360° turn was made to reasscmble rart of the flight which had lost formatione
Betwesn the Wing and $he Ciroup IP's the ships let down through tho clouds to
an altitude of 6000 foct, thus enebling a visual run off the target.

" All personncl on the base awalted imp&tiontly the return of this forma-
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tion. The crews camc back to the bricefing building in their trucks and a-
lighted with smiles of satisfaction on their faccs. The bombing was excollent.
No enemy oppocition of sny sort had becn encountered. The targot was destroyed.

For this job well done, the 96th Combat Dombardment Wing was cited by the
Second Bombardment Division on 14 June 1944 in General Crders Number 96 of
that headouarters. This Wing was also cited on 12 July 1944 in General Orders
thaber 466 of Headguarters Eighth Air Force.

d, ission #1344, 16 November 194,
Target: Enemy concentrations at Eschweiler, Germanye

The rcturn to strategic boabing in July did not mcan that all targets
vould be exclusively of that nature. Interspersed among the deep penetrations
to German oil rofineries and other factories were somo of the more tactical
targets of French airfields and communicaticons lires, along with the well-
known short runs to "Noball" launching sites for V-gadpetse. Pombing hed been
dore in support of growd force break-throughs at Troarn and Montreull just
beyond the bezeh-heads in France and in loverber, one of the best examples of
this type of coordiration was a ground support mission to Eschweiler, Germanys

The miseion was planned indircct support of the break-through, and the
Group was ordored to carry 260 lb. frags, along with the usual leaflet load in
one airerafts The prepartions at higher headguarters included the organization
of special target material of the arens to be hit, so that every facility was
provided to male the blow dealt the enemy as effective as possiblee. Timing
was one of the most important factars, and tie crews were instructed not to
release any boabs after 1245. In the target area assigned to this Division,
there were a nurbor of gun emplacemeits in the open, and known to be concealed
in the woods were heavy concentrations of cnery troopse.

Thirty-four aiycraft were dispatched on this mission, the 467th supplying
four squadrons in the "ing formation, Kajor Wallace, flying with Lt. James W.
Littloford's crew, led the Groupe Lte OGrace and s crew led the secornd squad-
rone Lt. Brandon, flying with Lt. Maurice Bs Cramer, led the third sguadron,
Lte Frank 3, Watson led the third sguadron after Lte Tilliam Je Grundmann
had to abort from the lead positions The weather on the way in was not good,
ard the bombing was done with Gl equimment. On this oceasion, many tipes of
visual ami mechanical aids were provided to prevermt the bombing of our own
troopss One of tho best aids proved to e the SC5-51, the radio aid that is
normally used for instruncrd landings, *his instrumernt was set up so that the
shift from a yellow to & blue color on the indicator in the aireraft meant
presence over enemyeheld territery. There was further 2 line of red ack-ack
bursts at 18,000 ft to be provided by friendly unitse. There were bunches of
silver tarrage balloons placed along the line flying at 2,000 ft., and on the
ground, fluorescent colomed panels of cloth were pluced, spaced a-quarter of
a mile apart.

Tre weatler was bad, ard for this rcason, three aircraft failed to attacke
On two aircraft, the needle did not turn from yellow to blue, amd these aire
craft failed to attack in accordance with briefed instructions. Tiis meant
thet twenty-nine aircraft of this Group attacked, and the results that could
be plotted on the cloudy photographs were rated for the 467th ss Mgoodh,

It was expected thet the crows would be diverted on return because of
weatier, and such was the case. The ships landed at an RAF base at Sardtoft,
Englande It was the first cxperience of our men, mingling with RAF flyers,
ard they spent scversl days there, retuming with the report that Lhey had
been royally erntertained, In tie "comments and suggestions" section of inter-
rogation forms, many crew membors urged timt off‘icial thanks be expresszd to
these RAF men for their hospitalitye.

The overall offect of this missionwas reported in some detail at a later
date wien mossagos of gppreciation came in from meh comanding the ground
troopss A fairly complete account of the efects of the bombing in general
was also submitted, and therc wes no doubt that the raid was even more cffcct~
ive than uas expectod.

g¢ Miseion # 135, 2. Novamber 194L.
Terget: Rhenanie Ossap A.G. Oil Refinery at Harburg (Hanburg) Germanye

-
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This mission was run just five days afier the break-through at Eschweiler.
. During thosec five deys, the weather continuod to be bad, and the chips that
were diverted came home to Raclcheath, only to find the Group "stood-down' for
several days in a rove.

Hatburg is typieal of same of the tougher nissions that the Group has
flovn, even though no aireraft were loste The thought of the llamburg area,
where on previous oceasions 467th planes hed gors doin with whole wings shot
off, was enough to start any onc's stomach churning. With cloud cover, however,
the flak was usually much lighter and definitely less accurate. At this time
of the year, 10/10 cloud 4s always & good possibility, rogardless of the
brikfed weatler, S

The 46Tth Group flew "log-rite" in the Wing and was led by Major Taylor,
who flew with Bt. Addison Bs Menning's crew. Leoading the second squadron, Lt.
Rothehild was command pilot with Lt. Villiam J. Grundmann's crewe The third
souadron was led by Capt. George L. Tomoén and his crevie Twenty-nine aircraft
werc dispatchod and twenty-nine aireraft atbacked. ¢

On the bomb-run everything indicated an H2X bombing, and the Group wes
formed to bomb as a Croups ‘o cnewy ajreraft worc scen, but the flak was
intense ard accurate, causing minor damage to 17 ships and major damage %o 1.
The Mickey operator in the lead ship, Lte James ¥, Holt, was all set up to give
the word for "oombs away" when Lt. Charley J. Good, the bombardier, found that
he could malke a visual correcticn. In only 45 scconds, he was able to adjust
his bombaight and to have hie psttomcalled by the 2 BD piblieation "Eest Hit
of the eek', . : _

Great enthuiasm was felt =11 around for the magnificent team—work a1l
arourd on the part of this erew, and this mission to Harburg was an example
to a1l of the necessity for keoping alert every moment of the time, especially
on the boadd run. . ‘

£ Mission {187, 3 Larch 1945
v Target: Eridge at lionburg, Germany ard ER stution at Hiclefeld,
. : Germany. : : :

This mission 4s an example of two itypes of missions that were flown by |
this Group: - an exampic of pin-point bombing, ns well as an example of blind
bombing. Ihe blind bombing was used especially during the winter months when
clouds were almost certain to be some interfercnce to the work of the bombar-
diers 4f they didn't completely obscure the targets

The primary terget was the bridge over the Weser River just IW of the
town of Mienburg 4in northern Germ:ny. In order to take every adventage of
weathsr breaks, a course was bricfod with o loop from it through whilch the
bombers could Tly if the westher scouts pxpoctsd condition to improve.’ The
sécordary target was the reilway station din the "eenter of town! at Riclefeld,
Germany, by H2Xe. Thsi wae the third time in two woeks that Bielefeld scemed
doomed to pet. it, and at least four tines in rccent months, this toin had been
nit by the L67the It was among those torgete like Pingen, Hanau, and ‘others, °
that were flak free, and that always brought a sigh of relief from the crews
at briefing. Thic time even a visuel Menburg was not a hard target from the
point of view of sclf-preservation, for iherc was no flak, and tio Group con~
sidored itself lucky with respect to fighters, for even if they were presont,
the LOTth usually scemed Yo slip through unnoticed in the bomber stream
(though there are same memorablc exception to this rule). ;

Cole. Shower led the Group ard ing, fl;,inﬁrx-:ith Lt. Ralph He Elliot’s
crew, ord the L&7th supplied four squadrons. -be second was led by Lt. Russell
E. Scott ard his crew. Capt, Ridgway was comnand pilot of the third scuadron,
flying with Lt. Billy Williams. Lte W1liam Re Chapmon's crow led the fourth

rofe "

Ag the forantion came upon the target for the firet time, the clouds were
scattered. Occasional breaks save some hope for a visual run on Hamburge In
spitc of meking four runs on ths primary tarpget, only onc of our four sguadrons
was eble to rclease its borbs vieunlly. So ovur 10/10 undereast, the ships .
flew on to Biclefeld to give it what some of the crews jokingly called 4
gomen's ard children's day" trectrente .
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Thire was no flak or fighters, end except for one ship that landed in
Belgium short of gasolire ond returncd later in the afternoon, &ll aireraft
landed at Rackheathe Strike photographs showed thrt the borbing of the brdidge
at Menburg was cxcellent, with bomb bursts smothering tle ¥FPI. :

Following this miscion, the weather opened up and steyed clear to allow
a period of intense operation with visual bombing. As the ground forces made
their ropid advances acrogs Geranyy, the heavy bombers were supporting their
thrusts by ncutralizing airficlds and disrupting the Gerrian corzmanications
system. On & April 1945, less than onu yuar afier its first mission, the L6Tth
Group brought its total sortics up to <C0.

Le "Truckin! M.

During ths month of Scptember the LE7th Borbardment Group flew only 5
missiors and started on onc morc thot was recallecd, Tourteon days of the
month were taken up with ferryving opcrations, am durding this time, 646,079
gallons of BC0-octane gasoline were delivored to cirficlds in France to build
up the supply of this vzlusble fluid for the grourd troops on the 'estern
Front. Both the operationsl missions amd the trensport of "truckin® missions
wore flown without loss of aircraff or persormncla

len from the Group wore assigned to France to perform the nocessary. dutics
in conncetion with truckin operations. At first, supplics were carricd to
Orlcans/Bricy airfizld south of Peris, but the base was soon chenged to
Clastres airfield nuar St. Quentin, and it wes to this besc that mos of the
Groun's planes flews Lte Col. Allen Fo Herzberg was in cherge of the men
stotioned in France, arg with him wont a staff of Oporatlions, Flying Control,
Weather, Engincering, Communicaidons, ard Ledial, and Yees personnel. These
men livoed in temts ard the clange in location and the novelty of being in a
recently 1ibsrated arga of France was a great plessure to all of tham.

For carrying the gesoline to France, a nuber of war-weary aircraft were
brought to Rackhuath from toler Croups, and tle ficld was spotted with assort~
ed colorod fine and rulder: ropresenting these groups. Civilians boian to
worder why there ware so meny Pvisitors® at station 15y but securd ty=minded
personnel kept the operstions o scerote -

Ench sireraft was manned by Pilot, Co-pilot, Nevigator, Engineer, and
Radio Operator, and a meximum of two passengors was alloved. At first, the

solinc was carried in five-gallon cans ard these were unloaded by thc crews

at the destination, but this problem was soon solved with the estcblishmont of

a pumping station at Clnstres and the installation of bomb-bny tanks and P47
belly tonks in the plenes, However, the flying pereonnsl were reguired to
have a skoleton crew availablc at all tises to taxi the aireraft end to guard
theme

Bad weather prevented operations during several days, and a number of
timcs, the ships lad to turn back Lecause of adverso weatlor conditions. For
the same peason, planes frecuently had to remain overright ot the French base.
In addition, crews often sade two <rips o day, and by the time they woere up~
loaded, it was too late in the aft.rncon te return to the UsKe, as thoy vicre
not allowed to roturn after dark, Thero were no focilitics for sleeping at
the ficld, and sleeping cordition in ard under the plrnes were for from
comfortables

On the whole, however, the trips to France afforded grect pleasure to
every ors. To be able to have "oeen in France® was in iteclf a satisfaction,
and to minglc with the lively and appreclative French peoplo was real enter—
tainment , whether or not thoughts could be exchanged verballye The girls in
France were all dresscd with an attitude of chic, and they wore definitoly
more oxtroverted then the more rescrved Hritish girls thot the men had associ-
atod with durdng the st fou months, “ony of the men in the Group were able
to visit St, suentin a:d got 2 touch of {ypicel French atmospherc, as well as
champagne, cognac, and perfunei “Souvenirs in the form of expended emmanition,
parts of wrecked Corman pircrafi, ard German trinkets were acquired and
brought back to the UJis Some of the men who werc in Fronee for some time
attonded dancegs in the sm-ll towns ond returned with glowing accounts of the
joi de vivre of the French peoples Z2very ote who camc back felt a real friend-
ship for the French peoplc and cxpressed o desire to return there and sec more
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of the country.

Clastres airficld.was vombed by this Groun on 8 lugust 1944, and naturally
the results of bopb damsge thers were viewed with groat intereet. This was the
first opportwity that the crews had had to got a grourd view of their contri-
bution to the war with Germany, and it was indeed gratifying to see tho devasi~
ation at Clastros.

5+ Mission Preparation.

. In describing the many preparations for o mission in a B-24 Group, the
information must be presented in an orgonized manner, so that the many cvents
cen be cleor in the readers' minds., Because of this, the most convenlent type
of Field Order must be taken into consideration, and the picture of the
pendemordum that occurrs in the not infroguent cases of late infommation can-
not be portrayede On a numbor of occasions, the particulars as Lo the route
have arrived after the briefirg has started, with the result that those officers
and enlisted men involved in briefing are loft shuttling back and forth betwecn
the teletype machircs and the bricfing ouildings, or hanging on the tops"
telephones, talking in termas that conform zs closcly as possible to the secu-
rity regulations. In this article, an attempt will be made to relate the duties
of tho various sections on the basc, rather tinn to present the tempo of the
build-up to a briefing. :

The projocted ororation is doscribed in a Field Order that at first, en
route from Eighth Air Force Headquarters to Sccond Adr Division, is relatively
simple document. However, as the Field Orders are mnde out and relayed to the
lower echelons of commerd, they gather a wezlth of detall and necessary inform-
ation to include every individual in the "ammada® and to moke certain that not
a man is ignorant of the duties required of him in the fulfillment of his
mission for the day. !

Groups receive two scparate Ficld Orders: The Division Field Order ard
tte Wing Field Order. The bulk of informotion is contained in thoe Division
Ficld Opdor, but et the ng level MPT assignments, bomb loads, assembly areas,
and other particular detsils must be planned for the warious Groups within the
Winge From the combined information in the two Field Orders all departments
are acquainted with their own tosis. :

Once tho Ficld Order has passod through the communications center, the
center of all planming is Oroup Operations. In this office arc an Operations
Briefing Officcr, a Watch Officer (who himsclf is choson from a rotating
roster of first pilots), a Navigation Officer, a Bombipg Officer, and a very
important ¢nlisted man, the dispateher. Therc arc further a numbor of assist~-
ants to thess various men who are on hand to help out in tho planning. The
Gpoup Operations office receivcs two copics of the Ficld Under, 5-2 reoceives
one copy, and the Communications Sectlon retains arother.

Onec of the most importart lincs of the Field Order is the line stating
zero hour, With this alone, a rough estimate can bo mede of tho-times,
whether briefing will be early or late.

ilhen the route comes in, with the asserbly area, altitudes,
and times, the definite times for pre-bricfing, bricfing, and take-off can bo
imncdiately established and disseminated over the field through the dispatherts
tclophone. This information is important to cvery scction on the fiecld that -
has any conccrn with matters operationale S-2, Ordnance, Armament, Engineering,
Radar, and Mcss can make defini%c plans for tie allotment of their time,
Weather, Flying Control, Communications, the Medics, the Motor Pool,. Group
Photo, can know when their necessary dutics must be performed for take-off. -
The Operations Briefing Cfficer is the ome who is responsible for thubriefing, *
far it is he who must know morc than any one the gencral picture of the mission,
a:i well ae the most important technical information on the plan for the opor-
atione '

After n doscription of the activity donc in each section th t receives its
own copy of the Field Oxder, it scems best to outline the work done by each
section listed on the dispatcher's telephonc chock=list, and in this way to
cover every scection on the field. :

3BCLZT
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GROUP OFERATIONS: The wateh Officer ocs on duby in thds office at six
otclock ard is resnonsibvl. for recviving all information as to status or prer-
taining to the mission. He remains on duty until the rdssion takes off. The
dispatcher is also on duty thioughout the night, and aside from being the
telephone operator at the "ops" switchiboard, he is a general infomation
center for all dopartments as to the formstlorn plan, airceraft assigmments, and
the assigmeert of flying specislists In radar cowntermcasurcs, ¢ic. The Opera-
tions Briefing Officer must be in the offico when the information comes in,
and preparce his notes for tio bidefing, so that he can relay every important
feature of the mission to the officers flying the mission and in particular
t6 the pilots at their specialised bricfing. Tho Nevigation Briefing Officer
mst also be in the offics wien the inforaetion comes in, so that he can make
up the flight plan to present to the Navigators at their spocialized bricfing.
He ealls an assistant fros his scuadron in time to draw up maps for command

ss The Bombing Briefing Officer has similar dutics pertaining %o his
departmsrt, but he does not nced as assisiant. The Gunriery Bricfing Officer
is called in time to orgenize the informntion that he must present at the :
gunners' brioefing, and this includes the formation tlan, aircraft assigmments,
location of aircraft on the hardstarcs, and special informations

GROUP S-2 OFFICL: In this oifice, there are two officers and a team of
enlisted men on duty througnout the night, and a third officer is called in
time to draw up maps amd organize scope paotos for the mickoy operators at
their briefing. The two officers organize target material for presentation
at the pre-briefing, the main briofing of officers, the gunners! briefing, and
the bombardiers! bricfings The enlistcd men make up the target folders for
commard pilots, lead and deputy lead navigators and bonbardiers, and they
operate tie cpidiascopes at the briefings, 3

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE: In this scction, all radio operators! flimsies,
with information as to the colors of the day, call signs and freguoncies, emer-
gency airfields, cte., are preperad, An officer and several cnlisted men are
on duty through the night for this purpose. In addition, another officer is
awakened in time to assemble his information for the rsdio operators! special-
ized briefing. ’

ENGTINEERING SECTIONS: In these sectiors, officers and «nlisted men are
on duby to service the planes and to pre-flipht them before take-off. This
of course includes & vast mumber of men on the field, such as crew chiefs and
otier line men who work at all hours to Le certain that the aireraft are ready
for their long flights,

. ORDNANCE SECTION: Here again, officers and enlisted men arc available
in large numbors to go into action as soon as the order for tho bomb-load
comes in, In some cases, of courst, when incendiarics are used, the chemical
section is likewise concerned.

ARIAMENT SECTION: Here, crews of men arc on hand to load ammunition in
the ships, install the shackles for:hoavy bombs, and to maintain the guns.
Trese men usually stay at th: ship until take-off to help in maldng any last
minute adjustments to the guns. i

WEATHER SECTION: In the weather office, there is an officor and at least
one cnlisted man on duty every night, using the latest information as it comes
in to preparc the briefing. The weather section, aside from meking up naviga=
tors charts for metro winds, also supplics charts for bombardiers, which are
preparcd as soon as they have obtained the targ't elevation and arca from 5-2»

PHOTO SECTION: This department must know the farmation plan, so that
they can disperse their different types of cameras throughout the formation.
Thoy install vortical camcras for strike photos in a rumber of ships, assign
hand-held cameras to others, adjust and load scope camers in mdckey ships,
install an oblique camsra in one ship, and make surc that all of these cemeras
are in proper condition to operate. In additicp, the photo section preparcs
flak maps from e drawing submitied by the 5-2 offico, so that cvery navigator
is eguipped with an accurate photographic sketeh of cremy flak installations,
in casc ha is compelled to leave the formation for any roasone ¢

FLYING CONTROL: The tower must know the times of take-off and taxiing,
the formation plan, and the aircraft assignrents, and a flying control officer
a;tr.iends every briefing to lezrn the gonorsl informetion to make his work more
efficicent,
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MEDICAL OFFICER: The medical officer on duty must attend both the
officers! ard munners! briefings to sdminister any nccessary medical care,
such as nose-sprays, berzedrine pills, or any oticr type of medication or
advice. He must furthor take his position oi the field in the asbglance for
take-off. :

MOTOR POCL: It requires many drivere to solve the transportation diffi-
culties encountered in the dispateh of e mission,. First, two trucks are
required to bring lead crews to bricling, and later, & steady flow of flying
personnel from the mess halls to the bricfings must be maintained, After
bricfing, the crow members must be transported to their aireraft on the various
hardstands, :

BOBSIGHT MATNTENANGE: This scction also has enlisted men constantly oh
duty to install and maintain the borb~sizhts, with an officer in charge of the
bomb~vault, aid responsible to see that the instruments are properly installed.

MESS HALL: One of the most important prepartatiors for a mission is the
cooking of food, for the men want to eat quickly, and enough food to last them
for the long trip ahcad, Thoe food must b dietcticelly sound so that it will
not cause discomfort at altitude,

PERSONAL EQUIPKINT: Tris scction has issuing offices in both the gunners?
and officers! briefing tulldings, and thore are men on duty at all times to
issue equipment necessary for flylng. _

MILITARY POLICE: This orgsmization supplies the guards for the bricfing
buildings, end the 1P at the door 1s responsible to sce thet cvery man ontering
the briefing room is assigned to fly on the day's mission or is dircctly con-
cerned with the uriefing. ,

RADAR SECTION: This scction has becoms incrcasingly important with the
developement of radar inventions, ard radar cowdcrmcasures. Aside from main-
taining the CGee boxes, the Radar scction loads the chaff which is used as & -
radar countormeasurc; it maintaine the mickey sets; it maintains the ficarpet,
and RCH officers of the rodar section assign and oversce gencrally all of the
RCM flyinz enlisted mens : ;

CHAPLATINS: The chaplains both attend the briefings and are available for
prayers or communion after the bricfings. -

SQUADRON OPERATIONS: These organizations arc on a much smaller scale,
of courss, than Group Operations, but they have their own Watch Officers who
help in the making out of flight plans and also in awekoning their squadron ~
personnéls Thoy are also responsible for meking any last minute replacamcrts
that may be necessary on any of the crows of their squadron. . |

Thero has bewn prasented above an outline of the activity done by each of
a numbcr of sections on an Eighth Air Force Lcavy bosmbardment base of tho .
Second Air Division, in preparation for dispatching a missione Oace the aire
craft have left the field, they are more or loss in the hends of Flying
Control, who contect them in ths air, guide them and clear them for landings
on the return. Once on the ground, iutense interrogation is performed by many
of the departments listed above, and following that, all flying officcrs must
attend a critique in the evening, where they ciscuss the mission, sce photo=- |
graphic results when aveilable, and streignten out any difficultios that they
may have expericnceds At the samc tire, a large number of detailed rcports
arc already on their way to higher hecadquerters givirg the deteils of the
missions s

6« Memories of the Year,

Though one*can look back at the description of specific cvents, missions,
ard individuals, a picture of the whole year is hard to present without devot-
ing a section to genersl subjects and a variety of events, :

1o LETth reached the U.K. as a newborne child, and it necded the coddling
of experiencud advice to bring it to tie maturity of combat status. It also
meeded - efficicnt planning on the part of its own persomnel to take advantage
of this advicee. The men in the key positions who came over with the Group
were the ones who know best its weaknceses and it was up to tham to stréngthen
the sections of the Group through the chains of command, and to dovelope it
into an orgamization thet would be outstending in its field. The Group-has
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been fortunate in having many of its Loy personnel stay with it since the

carly days of traininge Col Shower was the first officer assigned to the Group,
and has worked tirelessly in developing it since he assumed command in October
1943s This has beon & great advantage, for every unit suffers with a change
of command. Under Col. Shower, cvery man was absorboed into his plan of actione
His particular likes and dislikes were loarned quickly and were accordingly
taken into consideraticn, Instead of tearing down ard rebuilding under a new
Cozmander, the 46Tth has built continuously on one foundation, and the result-
ing structurc roaches well into the skics. ™ith Lte Cols Smith tirelessly
studying the problems and establishing the operational procedures, supplying
the deteils for Cole Shower's plans, a remarkable team-work of efficicncy has
developeds Lte Cole. Valker has likewlsc adiministered the station and tended
to the details of the ground echelon. All of these men could not have brought
the Group to the prominence that it has now achieved without the complete
cooperation of thoir subordinates in tle Croup and of those many individuals
in the auxiliary units stationed ot Hackheatine '

Statistics are gathored in every Armmy unit and in general, they can be
used as a measuro of the quelities of thiose unites There are statistics for
bombs within 500, 1000, and 2000 ft.; there are the statistics for aircraft
returning early because of mechanical failurc; there are the statisties for
operational and non-orerational losses of mon and equipments, There 1s an
officer specifically assigned to the task of totalling these figures, and after
they go up the line to higher headguarters, they are re-organized and charted
comparatively with other Croupss Some Groups exccl more in one way than in
anothere The 467th is proud of its bombing record, proud of its maintcnance
record, and thankful for its rocord of losscse. By constantly prodding the men
in all phases of Alr Force activity, every dopartsent responsible for work done
in the air or on the ground, srd through the constant training of the crews,
it has been certain in the minds of the authorities that no aircraft has ever
left the ground at Rackheath without overy man in it being equipped to accompe
lish his mission proporly and to teke care of himself, comc what may. It is
not claimed outright that the L67th is the "best! Group in the Sccond Division,
but 18 is a known fact that it is ore of the best., Its bombing has often
figurcd as bost of the week in the publication "Target Victory"s Its mainten~
ance record has.been outstanding, and during periods of sustained activity,
days have gonc by without "aborts" because of mechanical failure. This is not
said with the implication that there Liee rever-becn an incident of "snafu® in
the Groupss There mve of course been mistakes, but the overall picture is a
ploeasing ore, and onc to be pround of,

As a matter of record, a fow statistics nave boen calculated for the 200
sortie mark, ond these follow: 4782 aircraft dropped a totel of 12,571 tons
on targets in enemy or encmy-held territory. LB aireraft wore lost on opera-
tional miesions, including 29 rmdssing in action, At tle end of the 197tk -
sortie, a total of 32,252 aircraft~hours of flying time had been accumulated,
and on tho date of the 200th sortie, tic charts show a total of 12,220 aircrafte
hours of ncn-operationcl flying time, There wos & total of 33 non-operational
wrecks, including & varicty of losses in tix air and'on the grounde In this
time, some 160 - aircraft had buen used in the Group, ard 12,278,475 gallons
of high octane gasolinc had come through tho sub-depot on the bosc.

As the horizon of memories of the cvents of the pest year is scanncd, any
mumber of them can be recalled. Therc woe the night of 22 April 1944 when our
aireraft rocturning from Hamm, Gormany were followed in by intruders. As the *
formation canc over thc field, shots wore hoard above the drone of the motors,
and tracers streoaked across tho skye Suddenly the ontire sky lit up with
tracers amd ack-ack bursts. Jdrplanes were going in all dircetions. As the
B-24s tried to lard at Rackhcath, a Ju 88 came over amd dropped bombs near the
runway. Then mistaken idontity caused 2 near-by batiery to shoot down a B=24
from a ncarby field, and there is no wore depressing sight for any cyes than
thate lore bombs shook the ground at ovi bzsc beforo the enemy went homo again,
and the final count showed two ships down over England, with a loss of fifteen
men, and one Qf man killed on the base. A nuuber of others were injured,

On 29 Aprdl 1944, <ajor Eobert L. Salzarulo, the C.0. of the 788th Squad-
ron wont down on his way back from Berlin, In tie ship with him wore Lte Bill
F. lioore's crew ard Lt, John L, Low, the Group Borbsrdior. One of the mon was
known to have evaded later, but for tie others, no status could be ascortaincd.
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One day in the early spring of 1945, a telegram arrived for Lte Low, and the
date-line showed his home-town. Creat excitement ensued, and before long,
Lt Low returned to relate his experiences during the 296 days he spent in
occupiod Hollande - > X

On & May 1944, the Group went to Drunswick, and on this mission, Lt.
Thomas He Murphy flow his first liission as a pilot, having just risen from
co-pilot status. Badly shot up in the targct area, he brought his ship back
over England and bailed his entire crew out, mostly over Rackheaths He then
proceeded to the Sub-Depot at Watton, whore he crash-landed his planc alone,

a remarkablo feat, and well dore. .

Another checked-out co-pilot, Lt. Joseph G. Mulheran, bfought his damaged
plane all the way back from Zwischenalin, Germany, on 30 May 1944, making the
entirc trip over water. With his ball turret down, he made a beautiful land=-
ing, which General Peck had come over to observe. Lt. Mulheran has the
further distinction of meking the tranformation from Cadet to Captain in nine
months, for hc completed his tour as a lead pilots. )

On 10 May 1944 tho old 788th Squadron was transferred in toto to do some
very secret worke It was a blow to the Group to sce that number of friends
leave. It was later learned that this Squadron flew black planes to drop
personnel and supplies to the French underground at night, thereby performing
a valuable service in preperation for the D=Day landings.

The Alert Detachment of the station was formed in early ¥ay under Lt.
Marnold Je Smith, and it wes their task to protect the basc from any attempts
that the Germans might make to place any troops in this area. They trained in
all sorts of drill, and werc ready to man their guns with true Infantry
traditione. s :

The trust in PFF bombing equipmont increased with time throughout the
year. In the early days, it was a known fact that crews sent to be trained
in H2X technique were released by the Groups for this purpose mainly, bccause
they werc not considered the most proficient at thoir jobe As this pelicy
changed and as equipment was gradually supplied throughout the Groups, this
condition improved and it was found that relatively accurate bombing could
be accomplished through the clouds,

~ In June, our original crows began completing tours and going home.
Through the 467th began the flow that has gone on ever since. New crews were
oriented to conditions in tho E.T.0., wore doclared operational, and flew their
tours, A standard ground school was esteblished for new crewse By now the
combat personnel have turned over complotely several times. The first crew to
complete a tour wasLt, John He Seward!s crewe Tho pilot finished on 25 June
1944, &nd the rest of tho crow finished a2 few days later. Lecad crews took moro
time, and the last of the origincl crews to finish was Capt. Kenneth Ge Ford,
who finished on 8 Decerber 1944.

The new 783th Squadron arrived on 10 August 1945 These men werc formerly
members of the 859th Squadron of the 492nd Croup. With their parent Group dis-
banded, most of the newcomers wore not pleased about their transfer and redesi-
gnation. In their carly days at the 467th, they lost no time in making this
known, and many members of the Group did not point to a "fielcome" sign on the
Rackheath doormate As time went on, however, they became reconciled, and they
are now strong members of the family, :

Also in August, the Group chalked up its 100th sortic, and was amezed to
find that only 140 days had been required to achicve a rocord for the Second .
Divisions In 2375 sorties, the Group had lost 27 aircraft, and the casualtiés
consisted of 46 killed, 45 wounded, and 182 missing, x _

5517.,69 tons of btoms had been dropped on enemy territory, and the 467th
had led the 96th Ving 40 times. Y . ,

The mumber of personnel on the stction has remained fairly constant ™ .
throughout the year, with the exception of the interval when the Croup operated
with three Squadrons. On 31 August 1944, there were 533 officers and 2362
enlisted mon assigned to the basc. On the day of the 200th sortie (6 April .,
1945), thore were 513 officers and 2462 enlisted men assigned and attachods

- In October, tha Group woent back on a regulnr operational status after a ~
month of ™ruckin' " to French airfieldss Lt. Col. Herzberg, the Air Executive,
went to Wing Headquarters ard was replaced by Lt. Col, lahoney, whose position
as C.0s of the 788th Squadron was in turn filled by Major Tegplore The Ve2
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rockets scamed to be rmeking o target rrnge out of Rackheath, for many of these
missiles lended within a mile or more of the ficld, ard without warningl it
the same time, the old-fashlorod V-le cccnaionally came chugging over the field
on their way to Londoun, but these were usually announced beforchand. Cold
weather arrived, and the winhter undervear “as more nocessary than ever. The
necessity of preparing for maintonance ol tie airceraft and sanding the rurmseys -
becare evident and preparations were nade to combat these inevitable conditions,
far the war wos far from overs

Critiques of missions had nlways boun held in one form or another. At
first, lead erow rembers would go octnsionally to Wing Headquartors, and the
other crews would olse review threc or four missions at n time on stand.down
days. Gradually, the critioues got moxo and morc complicsted until the prosent
system was dovelogred. A critique is held for every mission shortly after it
lands, nnd it is held in the Officers! Yless. Here anc discussed the take-offs,
assembly; routo, bombing, roturn, uid londlngs, Any deviation from S.0.FP. is
stressed, ard the bombing results arc discussed at length, with tho use of the
epidiascope. In cav of fightor attacls, the gunners beve a spocial critique
in the Gunners' Briefing Building,

Throughout its E.T.0. existence, tix L67th has sent up prectice missions
at overy possible moment to insurs the proficiency of its crows in formation
flying and procedurcs in the alr, These mission have always been the pet
gripe of tho crew members wille they nre in the process of Tiying their combat
missions, but when the nightmere of prectice flying is over, amd thosc men
have completod their tours, thoy alzest iovariatly cxpress tho balief that the
training was uscfuls One exception was the mam who returned to the States with
35 combat missions and 3L practice missions to hds creditl !

The day before Christmas, the L67th scnt out a record mmber of 61 air-
erafte 60 of these * attacked, and there were ne losses. ia a little more
than half an hour, all of those ships were sirborne to teke part in the largest
Eighth Air Force raid to date, and the target was one just across the lines in
enemy territorys ILt. Chcrlues llc lMahon, a happy werddor pllot working in Group
operations, decided to take one more chence and fly "Feto, the PO Inspoctorh,
the asscmbly ship, on this mission. MArmed with carbines in the weist, the ship
flow without mishap, and the stunt wae successfule

Christmas Day vas one of the rerc occasions when the L67th has suffered
dw to fighters. Three zircraft wore lost, onc of which had a very unusual
experiences ~ith one engine on firc, the pilot opporently decided to beil
out, but his order was not heard in the walst or the nosec. After the four
men had left the flight deck ~ud She plone continued to eirels, the fire went
out, ard one of the men in the nose ncticed that there werc no feot at the
controls above him, Investigniion disclos.d that tho flight dock was descrted,
Fortunatoly the men in the nose wore somowhst fomilicr with the auto-pilote.
They managed to straighton the plane out crd gwide it over fiiendly territory.
Then those still aboard beiled out, and the aireraft continued flying until it
erashed in 'iales, Dngland.

29 Docenber 1944 was a truly bad day at Rockheath, The fog on the base
was so thick thet the pilots could not oven scs sides of the rumiay. Attompt-
ing to make instrument toke-offs, two aircraft erashed off the end of the
runway, with a loss of fiftcen killed and four injured. Two other ships that
were damaged on take-off mansged to get into the air, Of thesc; one crash-
landed at Attlebridge, and the crow of the other one bailed out, looving their
plane hoaded for enemy territory.

The winter proved to be an unusuclly severe onc. Zho snow piled ap on the
ficld, and hempered orerstions generallys In the early months of 1945, mony
missions were briefed in the enrly morning, only to be scrubbed a short time
before take-off’s It was & real burden for the crews to heor when they got up
in the cold of their idssen huts, o be bricfsd and moke all prepartations for
take-off, only to be told that they could o back to thoir cooled off Msacks".
Gradually, weather improved, and the allicd ground forcos begen to stream into
Comonye Tho number of targets diminished as the Reich boundaries bocanc
smaller and smnller, ‘

On 18 Yarch 1945, two ships were lost on & mission to Berlin. Word was
received on 29 élarch that some of the marboers of cnc of those crows were safo
in Poltawvn, Russia. The ship piloted by Lt. William R, Chapmon, though scvore=
ly damaged, had succeeded in passing over Russien territory, where most of the
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crew bailed oute Two men had been killed over the target, and both German
and Russian fighters shot at the ship and at the men as they came down in
parachutes ovor Ruseia. It wae hord for these men to convince the Russians
soldiers that they wers not Gorman parctroopers, and some of them experienced
rough handling becouse of this wncertain identity. However, all of the eight
men who bailod out were routed $o the U.S« Militsry representatives in
Poltava, wherc they awaitod transfor bock to the UJK,. -

An attempt has beon medo in the above paragraphs to portray some of the
cvents that hnve occurred in the Group during a yesr of operations, and to
describe sosc of the personncl who kave influenced ths Group and some of those
expericnces will long be remenbered by all of its porsonnel. 48 the war
moves into its final stagcs ard one wonders when the last operctional mission
will be flown, every cme is full of ruors ng to where the next stop will guide
the 467th. “Therever the Group goes, its meabers are ccnfident thet at their
next station, their experiences in England will encble than to set up and
operate as efficiently as in the E.T.O.

7. "Witcheraft".

One of the most celebrated asireralt in the Eighth Air Force is our own
battle~scarrad veteran of 130 ccmbat rdzsions flown vd thut an M"adbort," -
Aircraft B2E~52534, better knavn as "Miitcheraft.!

Tie completion of "/teheraft!s" 100th adssion on 7 January 1945 was a
widely publicized event, for she hed just established a record among 8AF
Liberators. On this mission, in which she bombed tle Hermann Goering Steel
Vorks in Brunswick, she carried a special news reporter, and on her return
was greeted by an imposing array of "brass" from higher headquarters.

iiteheraft?, up to this time, had worn out or lost through flak 13
engines while drorping scme 500,000 pounds of high explesives on enemy targets.
It had been dispatched 65 tines to Cermany, 31 times to France, and 4 times to
Belgiume On three occasions the tomber had been over the target with only
three engines functioning. On one mission, the pilot nursed her ell the way
home from Berlin on tlires engines vwhen one englne was ripped by flak over the
targete On another occasion ore engine went ot widle the Liberator was over:
the English Channel, bound for France, but the pilot continued on the mission,
dropped his bombe and brought her back safely. ’

As the Wiitch" sat down on the home strip aftsr her 100th mission, the
crew (M/Sgt Joe Re Ramirez, 5/Sgt George Y. Done, Sgt Raymond A. Betcher, Cpl
Yalter L, Elldott, anmd Cpl Joseph J, Vetter) received the congratulations of
Kajor General Yilliem Fe Keprer, Second Bomberdment Division commandor;
Brigadier Ceneral '/alter Re Peck, 96th Combat "ing comnander; Colonel Albert
Js Shower, 467th Bombardment Croup commander; and Major Fred s Holdrege,
790th Bombardment Squadron commender. This crew has kept "Witcheraft" flying
gince she was delivered to the Croup at ferdover Field, (Rah, about a year ago.
Togother they have 'sweated out" ecach mission since her first trip to bomb
enemy installations in France on 10 April 1944 Through their diligence, plus
. good forturs, tiec bomber has completed every assigrment, never returning' for
mechanical. reasons or becauss of injury or iliness among the flying crew, with-
out first bombing the target. I e

For Mperitorious achieverert in the' yerfommance of outstarding services!,
Crew Chief Ramirez received an Ozk Leaf Cluster to his Bronze Star Medal. The
othar four men of the crew received Certificates of Meritorious Service, signed
by General Peck, for their excellent warks And plenty of work they have had,
f&r though "Witchcraft" has never suffered any killed or wounded aboard her, she
has received more tlan 300 fiak holce during her 665 hours of combat, ard twice
they have had to serd her to sub=derot for major repairs as a result of battle
dmeo : " .
_ ALl tho men of tie craw are native Amerdcans, but they call themselves
the "league of llations" ground crow, becsvst Ramirez is of Mexican-American
parertage, Dong is of Chinese descent, Beteher of Dutch descent, and Vetter
of Cerman descent. FEllilott claims only imerican ancestrye
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As 1lst Lt. Casey Laszlo said, when the bomber finished her 100th mission
and he his tour of duty in the ETO, "The "Htch' is a good bomber. You can
depend on her to get you there and backe That's all I ask of any planel"

On 21 April 1945, Miitcheraft" was flown by Lt. McFarland on his last
combat mission - to Salzburg, Austria, which was also the next to the final
mission flown by the Group in the ETO. Although the misecion was recalled on
account of weather, sortie credit was givens Up to the last, the old Wiitchn
was riding the skies along with the best ard newest of our bombers - still on
the job and always reliable.

8. Recreation.

A variety of recreation has been avallable at or near Rackheath for both
officers and enlisted men since their arrival.

During the first pre-operational morth, when all personnel were restricted,
the American Red Cross and Special Services ccmbined to provide pleasant di-
versions from the many hours of intense work. The Aero Club was getting organs
ized, and aside from providing snacks, offered a library, ping-pong table,
ard other games. In the base theater, men were surprised to be able to see
fairly recent movies. At the Officers' Club, newspapers and magazines were
available, and additional entertainmert was provided by Lt. John A. Gile and
Lt. Richard H. Gray at their piano, just as they had done guring the evenings
at the Group's training base in the States. The song, "Pete, the POM Inspec=-
tor," composed by Lt. Gile, is listed in the Addende of this history, and was
ore still fresh in everyone's mind after arrival overseas.

Throughout the year, what might be temmed "recreation" grew into many
ramifications. Clubs grew on the station, and Rackheath men roamed over all
England, enjoying themselves in one way or another. 4

For officers, evenings on the base, if they were not spent in the “sack,"
were passed in the theater or in the Club, As tho Club Officers improved the
interior o f the building, more comfortable furniture, open fireplaces, a
modern bar, and fresh paint were added, and it became more and more a pleasant
place to relax in. In contrast to many bases, Rackheath's officers, both flying
and ground, used the same Club and ate in the same mess, a2 practice which has
worked well from both angles. Soon regular "free beer night” was held on
Wednesday each week, and that was regarded 2s a special evening to go to the
Club and sit around among friends. Dances were held once a month, with musie
being supplicd by the "Airliners," 2 bard made up of base personnel, and the
girls being supplied from'most anywhere.

On the Station, the enlisted men had the movies and the Aero Club. Later
a "sergeants' club® was establishod, and here all men sbove the renk of ser-
geant were able to play cards, have refreshments, and be served beer or
"eyders" At the Aero Club, dances were held every '‘ednesday night, and on most
of tho other nights scme weekly event was scheduled,

At both the Officers' Club and the Aero Club weekly nows summaries were
provided by Major Ogden, the up S-2, these being invariably woll attended.
USO Shows came occasionally to Sackheath, and dances wore held at intervals
in Rackheath Village Hall, just outside the bourdaries of the field.

As tlv weather improved during the susmer, "pubbing missions" became
popular, and officers and men could be expected anywhere within o radius of ten
miles. Favorite spots were "The Cottage," Horming Ferry, the towns of Blofield,
Brundel and Coltishall, and other eountry spots. To the city of Norwich, 5
miles away, a liberty run went every night at 1800. The Red Cross provided
elaborate and comfortable c¢lubs there for rocrcation and for spending the
night . Dances at the Lido Dance Hall, tiie Black Friars, or the Sampson and
Hercules "™Muscle Palace," ensbled the mon to moke valuable acquaintances among
the local belles.
£ It did not take long for the Ascricans to get used to the scemingly differ-
ent ways of thec British, and Anglo-Amcrican rclations were generally very good
throughout the year. Severnl personncl on the base went so far as to acquire
British wives, and arc rcsiding in homes in the vicinity.

Holiday celebrations over Christmas, liow Year's, Thanksgiving and other
holidays were in accordance with all troditions. Dances were held on the base,
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and the Quertermaster supplied turkey with all the trimmings at the mess halls,
Two special cclebrations werc held to comemorate two operational milestones
of the Group. These were the 100-mission and the 200-misalon partiecss In
gereral, the two were quite similar, though at the second there were a fow
variations, and some of the difficulties encountered at the first werc ironed
out. The festivities lasted for two days, with dances on Saturday night and
beer busts in the hangar on Sunday. Foreworks displays were held during the
dances, and the entire countryside was thrilled with a sight that had not been
seen on the lamiscape for soversl years. In both cases, thc Group was "stood
down” operzticnally on Swuday, axd both officers and cnlisted men gathered in
the hargar for food, becr and musice

As the talk increases of 2 transfer to tho Pacific Theater, the men at
Rackheath realize thut they "never had it so good;" and they will look back on
the memordes of Nerfolk life with yeerrning. Morale has been good all along, and
except for the lenging for homo, the stay in England has bocn a pleasant onee
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ihe 200th soxtie IF nwbared £299 tecanse some oi the “dssions that

were rocalled and consequently did not score as sortis credit were nover-
theless assigned numbers.
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PART 11
UNIT AID STCTION SULLARIES
1. Office of the Ground Executive.
Lt. Col. Ion S. Valker, Ground'Executive.
kaj. George W. Darnell, Station Adjutant.
i1/Sgt Taylor L. Biggs, Station Sergeant-ilajor.

The first year at Rackheath has been a very educational and interesting
one from éevery standpoint. Training 2as a group in the States had to be
oriented to a station management set-up mmec.inte]y upon arrival. This con~
dition presented sany provlens, such a8 coordimtion of all departments,
special details, menpower & stribution, edecuate airdrome guard, etce. 41l
personrel am sechons woperated in every way, snd the rough spots were
ironed out within a short time.

The two days of simmer passed gquickly, and the fuel shortage bega.n to pre-
sent several new troublesome angles. in that the winter was the most severe
in several decades, local fuel rstioning was suprlemented by local wood distri-
bution and the automatic scrounge of Sir Zdward Stracey's valuzble forest. In
spite of the loss of blankets, overshoes, and other critical items of equipment
to the grourd units on the Continent, few cases of illmss were encountered.
Tre health ol the command resained qt an unusual high standard at &1l times,.

Transpartation has been hamdled in a2 superior mamer, She Stotion having
led the 2nd Air Division in the lsast number of acciderts for 1944. A section
citetion was received from the Comending Cemsral 24D for this cutstanding
achievment. Every effort to conserve gascline, tires, and vehicles has been
mde by all concerned.

The Cfficers Club las been improved with the comiort and converdence of
the officers foremost in the program. The HCO Club has been a great morale
builder for the first-four-graders. At mesent it serves 400 members.

The wvenereal rate has been a real problem from tieg first arrival in the
UK. Cur rate s been telaw the 2AD average for tie year, but the plague of
the "Piccadilly Commandoes™ is ever present, uxl a constant educational progranm
is mintained in order to keep the men cognizant of the pitilalls of VD.

Too much cannot be said of the cooperatiod of the service units with the
Group. The 470th Sub Depot, 74tji Station Cumploment S n, 862nd Cremical
Co., 1229th QX Company, 207th Finance Detzciment, 1226th IP Co., 2105th Fire
Fighter Platoon, 1451st Ordmnce Co., and the 259th iiedical Dispensary unit have
contributed materially in the furtherance of tie mission of the Group. Long
hours and few passes and furloughs have lept the Wganization functu.om.ng in
high gear at all times. Their effurts have boen of iafinite value to the war
effort. .

A The adm’nistration of all unite las keenwell maintained at all times.
Promotion of deserving of ficers and enlisted men hove kept the morale high ard
the Station on the ball, The messes have improved in appearance arxd the pre-
paration of food is continually belng race more pslatabla, in spite of a con-
trolled ration amd powdercd egrme. The local FX has handled rations of article s
available in a most expediticus and ¢fficient mnmor,

The Special Service has maintained z well-rourded program for the enter-
tainment and education of the Station jersonnel. The "Airliners' dance band
won the Division contest and is in constent demand for engagemertis. The Station
was honored by having the ALF 85-piece band malke the only 2AD appearance heres
Also ths premierc sharing of the 'dicture iy Reputation" at this stabion places
Rackheath in high csteem by Hgher hoadguarters, Physical trairing, movies,
baseball, swim.ing, track, and bceketbell have kupt the men active and in good
physical and mental conditione

The medical departmert 'ms kept the health of the =en in excellent con=-
dition in spite of the weather and comilicated disease provalent. Their
efforte have been well reowarded ©° the splendid record made for the Station.

The administrative sidec of the Station has enjoyed the first year at
Rackheath insofar as possible, and Lecl Lhat the contribution to the great
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record made by the 467th Bomb. Group has been woll worth the headaches and
trowles encourtered.

’

2« Group Operations.

Lt. Col. Walter R. Smith, Jr., Group Cperations Cfficer.
T/Sgt Ralph E. Brosseau, Chicf Clerk.

Just about one year age Group Orerations, Rackheath, Zngland, opened
for business - tho busincss of .getting bambs con the target. The first
task of becoming organized into an opoerctional unit took wecks of HNon-
Operational flying. Everyone guessing about when "The Day" would arrive.

And in betwcen thoe guesses of "when" were storics of the trip across. Vhat
so-and-so did at Marakesh; what he bought in Brazil; and what he still had
with him. Until that early moming vhen the first c‘mld Order came in.

That morning the sounds of the engines turning over meant that the
467th Bombardment Croup was on its way - operationally.

From then on it was all as if 1‘ rchearsal for the rext big day - "D" Day.

The night of the 5th and éth of Jurs, 1944, is a memorable one. The
assembling of all thc forces - am", navy, &r force - into one massive,
cohesive striking force.

The first mission off in t‘xose carly hours, long btefore sunrise; the
second, scheduled to take off on half hour before "Zero Hour". The telephone
call, "Do not take off until further notice!, What did it mean? Had something
gone wrong? MNo, the all-clear came, and two missions were in tho air at the
same time - paving the way for tiosc landings in France,

,  From then on the continued air push with consistantly poorer wcat,her.
Those "new" crews of carly liarch becoming "old" erews in the routine of daily
missions. And cach mission getting closer to the MO0 lGssion Day".

Once more the daily flights to "Somewhere On The Continent", But now the
line between friendly and occupied teryitory was pushing rapidly castward, so
rapidly that the nced for supplics became a paramount nceessity. Overnight the
L67th Group converted from bombs to materiels: ‘e were "Trucking®.

Onc base in France, the other in Znglamd, and owr crows shuttling betwcen
the twos Men with two-day passes en joying the prospects of buying champagne,
perfume, ctc. Each one returning with a new story of France and its people.

Again a job completed ard back to the prime purpese - more bombs on more
targets. Now working against the added problem of winter. ‘linter, which
brought with it the break-through of our lines in the Ardenncs salicent. Winter,
which as if in devilish consort with teh Enemy, grounded our aireraft day after
day = until tho 2Lth of Decombor.

On that day Group history was made, Iwory available aircraft over the
target ~ sixty-two of them - including "Pote The Pom Inspector which, unarmed
except for a .45 caliber automatic pistol, dropped its bombs on the assigned
- target.

And now,again heading for another milestone, its 200th Mission Rackhecath
Operations points towards Victory.

3. 7£8th Bombardment Squadron (If).

Major John J. Tayler, Commanding.
Captain Loren Fe Kannenburg, ZIxecutive Officer.

1st Sgt. Owen K. Bell.

Most bombardment squadrons first breathe in cedre form, arc nursed and
babicd through training phascs and sent overseas as cager, inexpericnced but
mature striking units of the Army .ir Forces. That's SOP -~ but not for the
788th Bombardment Sguadron which stormed into Rackheath 10 August 1945.

Born the 859th Zombardment Squadron, the NEW 782th was a hybrid with
operationally cxporienced men ranging from zero to 150 missions, formed from
the 733rd Bombardment Squadron, the 700th Zombardment Squadron, the 858th
Bombardment Squadron and the original 859th Bombardment Sguadrone
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These 136 of ficers and 532 enlisted men, headed by Lt. Col James Jo
Mahoney, came into the lair of Colonel Ilvert J. Shaver, facing a super—
intensive training program for combat erews, a salwbing campaign and war
bond drive for all, an awriosztere of officiousness and efficiency in CGroup,
and the prospect of plenty ol acticn.

Colomel Uahoney's wen beceie operational 14 August, sending six aireraft
to Dole=Tavau, France. Specialists proceeded to work, sore in squedron funce= -
tions, others in group-handled set-ups, and Croup started tsking personnel
from the lerge overage brougt to Rackirzath, Intramural hostilities lessened
with the celcbration of the Groupls 10C-rdssion party, fo which the Sguadron,
now yrart of the L67th Hosbardme ot Group (H), was unanimously invited.

Hope that the ill-luck which darkered the days at lorth Pickenham (former
home) would @lisappesr urder a new name and sew conditd ons diminished when
di sastor struck 16 Agust, Liecutenant Jayle iiller's crew fajled to retumn
from Magdeburg, Germany; anl the same day Capt. Jokn Taylor, the Souwadron
Operations Cfficer, togeiher with his crow, were oiict down while flying a
training mission over the Horth Sea when thoy got in the are of a run-away
gun. The captain and four enlisted mern were saved.

September brought furloughs to gouid ren, mny o vhom hed had none in
18 months or nmore, and norale anong mechianics, amcrers, steatic chasers,
bomb-lcaders and chairborne troops brdghtened.

Colonel Lahrcpney movel to Group as Alr Fxeowtive 1l October, and Captain
Taylor, recently out of the hospitzl [rom hia llerth Sea adventure, took
cormend of the Scuadron. Fopular adjutant Jgues Tole put on captain's bars,
me armwhile runring Colonel Shower's Combat liess uiier the direct supervision
of Executive Officer Lajor Dana L. Snith, Bass idess Ufficer,

Squadron Commnder Taylor received nis majority 12 October and assumed
an in¢reasingly important role in Crowp afinirs.

Cold November days and ceaseless rain brousht stand-downs and practice
mission after practice micszion. Crew CHief David B. idll's aircraft No. 611
received a Secornd Division inspector's cawerdation as the best-maintained
airerait in Divieicn., Thaulke giving Day the Piret serpeant, master sergeants
and technical serpgoants kaypeed in Consclidated :wees, vhils Lt. HeCowan's
"happy warrior” crew aml siscellancous Zuners dd the honors in Cmbat Mess.

Little acti vity preceded Christinns Lve, bt that day saw the greatest
mission ever launchod b the Tigath Alr orce, and the Sequadron put forth 18
crews and aircraft (ircluding Pete the (il Inspecwor, war-weary Group
assembly ship) vi thout mishap, besides crbaxicing on the most prolonged period
of operations since cormirg to Rackheat':, fyii combat sleven consecutive

days. :
Squadron headarters roved irto a rew orderly roon 28 the new year moved
in show and rumors on the Sguadron, the rimors culminating 26 January with
the shipment ol 19 wolwit eers and drafieces to the infantry. Tie porsonncl
situation becanc acute, bul section mads gradually accepted the inevitable
and prepared to om rate with fower rmun. Ancther cell for seten mmn came in
the middle of February, parinz down tie Scuadron o e sovere T/0 strengthe
Time seems to solwvs all problemse In August, on arvrivel at Rad:heath,
an owerage burdencd the Squadron, iglf a yuar later, depsrtronts demanded
more men to mect opcrational reguiresdnts. lsgarfcss or this difficulty the
Squadron appearcd to be opersting smoothly, surmounting obstacles casily,
§cwptMg the inevitable gracefully and philcsophically anticipating a rosier
uturo. :

Le 789th Soubardment Squadron (H).

Maj. Robert S. Seiler, Cornamding.
Maj. Harry A. Caldwell, Ixecuiive Officer,
1st Sgt Joseph V. Hamscno.

For the 72%th Sombardment Squadron, a peer at Radcheath is wrapped up in
the "Flying Boxcar® insignia, which so aptly charecterizes the 3-24 aircraft
to which all officers and men of the unit have devoted their test éfforts.

A year ago, green as grass about corbat, we viewed with somewhat nervous
apprehension tne tasik of "getting bombs on the targei." After a&ll, the Eighth
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My Force was the "big league" and we comprised & brand-new squadron in a
brard-new group with a lot of Secord Air Force training poop fresh in mind,
Ve had a lot to learn, but we were eager to get goingand to start learning.
We did. From 10 April 1944 on, combat missions became a part of the blood=
stream of every bomb-loader, HF, refueler, personnel clerk, gunner, cook,
medic, pilot, crew chief and Li.P. From then on, the G.I. job each man was
trained for was geared to the tempo of combat missions. IT0 life, after the
novelty of the first few niscions wore off, settled down inte & never-dull
routine of work.

A year after ldsgion No. 1, the 789th Squadron can look hack on nearly
200 missions crowded with all the pleasures, adventure, disaster, good fellow~
ship and hamesickness akin to any Ly Force unit serving overseas. Every
conbat crew that either has flown its missions and rsturred to the States or
has gone down in the supreme sacrifice has left its oark on the proud es~
cutchecn of the Sguadron. So toc has every ground section perfomding its
unsung, unberaided, unpraisad duties.

Trte work of every officer and man in the Sguadron could be the subject
of praise in & scuadron history. The story of a year at Rackheath, however,
could be best sumarized by zentioning e few who well illustrate the efforts
of all in getting the job done, the job of "getting bombs on the target®,

You could mention S/Sgt Dick Howlihan, who wouvld admit to at least 32
years, who flew a combat tour in the Hediterranean and stretched his string
of missions to 73 before calling it quits in the ET0. You could recall T/Sgt
Bill Willis, who held the right torb bay door open with his feet to permit
bombs to fall clear. You cowld reminisce about Lt, Don Kessler's clear-headed
crew when his plane's tail turret caught on fire and fell sute You could
remember Lt. Ed Rudowske end his crew for being leag interned in a neutral
‘country after being shot down over "Big 5" You could talk sbout S/Sgt Elbert
Nason braving 30-below weather to crank open Jasmed Lomb bay doorse:

On the "paddlefoot" side of the ledger, there is much that will long
gtand as a source of proud inspiration, Theie was i/Sgt Cecil King, line 3
chief, who kept the 3-24's rolling for 201 consccutive missicons without 2
single abort. There were Sgts San Ursen, Archie Pittman, Charley agner and
Bill Keller, who did & 30-hour engine change in 84 hours during cold Cctobers
There were the L9 straight missions the Bquadron flew without losing a crew
or plane, an accomplishmert cited by Second Mr Division, There were Sgts
Keemmerar and Moss who so capably kevt Squadron Mops" rollirg. There was Pfc
Don Gross, who kept the secret target intelligence in apple-pie order.

‘Of such men was the "Flying Baxcar! Sguadron couposed. Running the
organization with rare skill and ati 1ity was ajor Biuce falmer who, before
the year was out, completed ni: tour and returncd to the States. He was suc~-
ceeded by Msjor Bob Seller, wio had cempleted a tour, gone to the States and
returned. Ably assisting as grownd executive was Major Harry Caldwell, who
has been further aided by a capable growd gtaff.

The roll of officers and men whose contribwtions to the success of the
Squadron culd go on and on until it included cvery name on the Squadron
roster. Suffice it to say thet all can take justifisble pride in their ef-
forts, knowing that having done their jobs »ell they have accomplished the
mission they sot out to do - mamely "getting tosbs on the target,®

5, 790th Bosbardment Squadron (H).

Capt. Bugene W. Vevorka, Oommanding.
Maj. James F. Ritter, Exccutive Offiger.
1st Sgt Theodore Lakowske.

On March 11, 1944, the first of the four Bembardmem Sguadrons to reach
Rackheath was the sea-weary 790th. During the early weeks of typically un-
predictable Erglish weather, the tesks of readjus tmert and organization fell
upon the Orderly Room, Major James F. Ritter and ids staff. Everything was
new and vastly di ffercmt from the policies and practices used in the States.
Nissen hute were made moneworthy and becime the centors of inppiration for
the unprecedented amount of mall that was Lo be written, censored, bundled
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and dispatched. The blackout was a strange and respzcted factor. These were
the parlous days.

The transition from training to operation bonded Lhe pettern of life
evolved for the air amd ground craws. Cur first year and presence at Rack-
heath was interleaved with the greatest strategic and tactical achievements
yet recorded in the anrals of the Y4gith Air Force history. Ours was the
privilege of participation in tlat chapter which mest vividly demonstrated
the effectiveness of heavy tombarduent through the canpaigns of D-Day,
Normandy, Frence and Gernary. Urder tue esger, admirable and capable leader-
ship of Hajor Fred E. Holdrege Jr., the of ficers and sen of the air and
grourd team of the 790th Borbardment Sguadron displayed the awareness of
int erest and service to the aclievement aznd efiiciency of the Group.

It would not seem fair to name one, without namirg all, who contributed
to the signdficant developments and nclhieverente during the year. Eowever,
we rote with rersonal pride the exemplary credits of Une combine of the 790th
Bombardmeit Sguadron (H).

On 29 May 1944 Lt. Joseph G Fulheran herfoimed the gemarkable feat of
piloting his erippled bonber with two enzires featiered and the ball turret
fully suspended, safely hoxe to earth. For this feat hi» was cemmended by
Brigadier Gensrsl Pecke. ' '

Duriny June, ‘uly and August the grectest “ar Bond drive was launched
by the Eigith Air Force ard the 790th was the first o the Bombardment Squad=
rons to attain its ouota, §20,000.00.

On the miseion to Hallendorf, Germany, 14 January 1945, the 790th Liber-
ator "Witcheraft” carved itself a piece of 8th Alr Force ldstory by completing
its one huniredth sdssion without once hawing a turnbuck due to mechanical
failure. "Mitchoraft" was crewed by i/Sgt Joe Ramirez since the plane was
assigned to ‘the Souadron at “en over Fleld, Utahe This magnificent record of
a 790th bamber and its ground saintenarce crew has since continued to mount
to the achievement of 122 missicns to date, and the subzequent breaking of all
existing records of performarnce and erdurance for a United States Army Adr
Force heavy bomber.

Major Fred E. holdrege Jr., Commanding Ulficer of tle 720th Bombardment
Squadron since October 1943 completed his tour ol duty in the Iuropean Theater
of Operations on the nission to Bielefeld, Germany, 24 February 1945. Major
Holdrege was the first squadron commarder in the Gronp to complete his
mdssions. Cartain Eugene ¥, Veverka became the Commanding Cfiicer of the
Squadron on 27 FPebruary 1945 "

Hany citations, decorations and couendaticns have been avarded combat
pembers of the 790th Rombardment Souadron. A ftotal of nine EBronze Star amards
for meritorious performarce of Mty in an exceptional manner for ground
echelon lesds the number of the same award for the Sguadron in the Group.

6. 791lst Bombardment Scuadron {H).

Lt. Col. Albert L. E'.allace, Gcﬁﬂ.".rxtml:o
i4aj. Charles R. Boucher, Executive Ufficer.
1st Sgt. Harvey R. Farmley.

Tie 791lst Sorbarcment Scuadron, commanded by Lt. Col. {then Hajor)
Albert L. Vallace, arrved at lackheath, England, in Larch, 1944. The organ-
jzation had successfually withstood the rigors of several months of ground
and flight trzining in the Urdted States; it had gnccessfully passed its
P.0.k, irepection ard had arrived overseas intact, traveling by sea and air.
The Squadron's training record was enviable. It had prided itself on its
training sta.dards and nad not lost a single crew during 1ts many months of
0.T.U, fmngo -

After neerly a month of pre-comtat training in the European theater, the
Squadron faced its first operztionzl amiscion full of confidence and sagerness.
1t was anxious to ;ut into practical applisstion all it had learned and
worked for - borbing the enemy. Anticipation of the first mission over enemy
territory, however, was not without considerable tensicn and nervousness.
Everyone had heard, read, or seen in the movies how deadly Jerry's Luftwaffe
could be; a look at the Ilak overlay on the War Hoom ETC map was evidence
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enough that Cermany's targets were woll defended with anti-aircraft batteries.

Tre flying pevsomnel were not tie only oues in the squadron who wondered
about combat. The ground personnel were concerned, too. True, they didn't
have to face the deadliness of the Luftwafie's 30 mm cannon or the 88's and
105's bristling from their gun batteries in the Ruhr or Hamburg or Berlin— .
but they still kad thelr responsibvilities,

The engireerirg section could "erew" a B-2) aircraft. The maintenance
record in training proved tlat. Eut "cirewing" a cosbat alrcraft was going to
be different, Instead of a small load of prectice borbs, it knew the Libs
would be hauling tons of high explecsives and incindisries. Instead of two
hour hops to drop practice bozbs on tle Salt Flats of Wendcver, Utah, these
2l's would be on 8 and 10 hours hauls over enemy terriforr, and they would be
coming home full of holes in the metal skin and with engines, gas tanks,
electrical and hydraulic systeus shot upe Tzt would mean more maintenance.
It would have to be dore more quickly, tooe. Division would want such-and-such
a nutber of aircraft up for each day's mission, Haybe the sircraft would be
pretty badly shot up and in need of repairs and adjustments from today's
mission, but the war couldn't wait. The squadron would have to get the speci-
fied nuber "up in the blue," or somebody upstairs would want to know why.

Loading an airplare with live boxzbs would be a lot different from swing-
ing a few practice bombs on the racks. Ordnance knew that. o telling when
the Field Order from Division would come in, specifying tle bomb load. Some
of the old Groups over here said that they didn't give a guy much notices. No
matter how short the notice, the jlanes had to b2 loaded by take-off time.

You had to leve bombs in a ship to 'mve a mission, no matter how much notice
the boys up at Pinetrse or Ketteringham or Horsham gave.

Armament knew combat would moke a difference in its scction, too., A
turret could go out ard a gun could go hay=wire on the air to air gunnery
range back in the States, and ncbody got hurt, But over liers somebody vould
got hurt, if the Luftwaffe werc up.

Ard so it went with the other scctions: the bombsights had to be right,
or else.ss; the way the VHF or-intor-phone system worked might meke a differ-
ence between bombs on the I.C. Farbin works and a spring plowing job; the
heated equirment had to work at altitude or somebody might come home with
frostbitten hand or foot.

The Squadron, with the rest of the Group flew its first mission on
April 10, 1944, to Bourge, Frence. Target: airfield. The Squadron dis-
patched aircraft, all got over the target, and all returned safely to base
without encountering flak or the Luftwaffes - Tls results were very goods

Thus began the Sguadron's first year of operaticnal flying in the ETO.
The L67th Bombardment. Group and the 79lst Zembardmert Squadron had done its
first combat jobe There were many, meny more to be dorg, but the organization
had proved to itself that it could fulfill this assicnuent.

The Group drew its first wirg lead on April 24, 1944, ard the airfield at
Leipheim, Germany was the target. A79lst crow, with Lt. Dave Swoaringen as
pilot and Coles Albert J, Shower, Group C.0., as command pilot, was chosen to
lead the wirge. Leipheim was left inruins, ard Cole Shower received the
Distinguished Flying Cross for high standard of leadership.

The Group continued to enjoy success, and by the tims it had been opera=-
tional six months, it ranked first in borbing accuracy for the Secord
Division during the five months period, Xar through Soptembere During that
time the 79ist strove to uphold its share of the Group's exceptional record.
It based its efforts on the theory that good growd discipline makes for good
air discipline, or respect for a supericr officer may mean respect for a toch
order, a verbal order, or a comnard., This was a combat zone all right, but a
guy could still got a haircut and keep his shoés shined. llo ocne could afford
to get into the habit of being sloppys Eeing carelesg in personal habits might
result in carslessness when the chips were down, It might mean a missed target
or somebody's life.

Maybe this policy of discipline has paid off, It's something that no one
can prove scientifically, but thc results have been good. At the conclusion of
200 misgsion by the Group, the casualty lists show that only four complete crews
have been lost by the 79lst Squadron, and 32 complete crews have finished their
tour of duty without mishap, Those crems which did fget it" were lost through
enemy action which the best trained crow in the world couldn't have avoided.

On October 15, 194k, the policy of load crow supply was changed. Provious-
1y each sguadron had aveilable a certein nmumoer of crows to assume the
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responsibility of leading the Group and Squadrons on a missions The policy
was changed, pooling all lead crews into one squadron. It was designatod that
the duty of that sguadron would be training lead crows ard keeping them equip-
ped with lead alrcraft ani equipmert. This assignuert was given the 79lst
Sqtndron.

On paper the systom looked good, but at its concertion it was on an
exporimental basis. Its succees depeided upon the efficiency of the squadron
given the assignuonte It meant a more careful and detailed training program;
it meant superior maintenance of equipment, since all other ships of a® squad-
ron drop on the leade 4 wing ship can lave a fow things wrong with it, and
still get over the tarcet to drop its load. A lead ship has to be:letter
perfects There is a lot of cquipmart involved: GH eguipment, H2X equipment,
radio equipment, aml the perforuance of the shipe If any one goes wrong, it
way well mean a SHAFU mission.

Before October 15 each sguadron hed picked its load crews on the basis
of months of training ard knowing what cach crew could dos By October 15,
however, most of the lecad crews had completed or were nearing completion of
their combat tours. I moant the 79lst had to teke rclatively new replace-
ment crows and pick those who were potentisl lesders. Once picked, they had
to be traincd.s They had to be checked out in the intrlicacies of leading &
squadron. They had to "savvy" a lot of new cquipment. A1l in all, this
responsibility of furnishing ths Group with 1ts leaders was going to be a
tough job.

Out of 37 missions lod by T9lst crows, the results of which could be '
determined, the Group racked up 12 excellent ratings, 10 very goed, four good,
three fair, and eight poors Mive of the "poor" missions were runs using *
instruments to bord through cloud covers -

During the five months reriod of Cctober through February, the Group's
bombing accuracy was on a par with that of the provious five months span,
rating secomd in the Secomd Air Divisions The 791st had tzke new crows ard
developed them into leaders couzl to the Croups veteran, scasoned leaders of
the pasts The squadron had rfulfilicd its trust,.

Key personnel changes during the first yeor wure comparably few, Hajor
Leonard Macllanus, operations officer was tranafirrud to the 788th Squadron
as Cu0s, and his place was taken by Captain Griffin R. Beatty. Capte. Robert
8. Sviler then succced Capt, Beatty, His place was taken by Hajor John Conleye
Captain Carl Fee continued as squadron adjutant. Major Ceorge Y. Darncll was
tranferred to Group 2s adjutant, and his position as Sguadron executive was
filled by lMajor Robert Boucher.
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7+ 470th Sub-Depot.

Lt. Col. Frank F. Creager, Commanding.
Lt. James L, FitzGerald, Adjutant.
1st Sergeant Orville L. Gott.

The 470th Sub-Depot was activated this station per paragraph (1), GO #64,
Headquarters Eighth Alr Force Service Command, 7 January 194L. A few days
later the officers, Lt. Col. Frank F. Creager, ¥ajor Arthur K. Filber, Capt.
Harold G. Faust (now Major), Lt. James C. Keith (now Captain), and Lt. J. L.
FitzCerald arrived. Lt. Col. Creager assumed command, Lt. FitzGerald was
aprointed Adjutant, iLajor Faust and Captain Keith Engineering Officerg, and
Ma jor Filber Technical Supply Officer.

Within the month most of the enlisted men came in. They were quickly
interviewed and sent to the shop or job most closely related to their educa-
tion, civilian training and armmy experience.

MYuch work had to be done, shops were incomplete, machinery and equipment
had not arrived, streets lad to be widened, asdditional buildings and an oxy-

n ramp had to be built, electrical fittings and wire had to be installed in
the hangars and shopeg. Machinists, mechanics, clerks, men who had never mixed
cement or laid bricks or carpentered, pitched in and with true American
ingenuity quickly learned and had all in readiness for the arrival of the
Group in iarch.

With the arrival of the LA7th Bonbardment Group, the work for which this
organization is best trained began. Scon the machine shop, welding shop,
instruzent shop, supply section, etc., were going night and day, building,
repairing, and supplying the meeded rarts and equiiment o necessary to keep
the bombers and the men whe fly them in the air,

The organization has been far from idle, as the following figures prove.
Here is a compilation of the average work orders received and completed by
the various shops and the nuwber of man-hours required to de the work from
March 26, 1944, up to and ircluding the week ending February 3, 1945.

For the week ending 26 Harch 1954:
Yiork Orders Received Work Orders Completed Hdan-Hours lorked

85 25 169
For the week erding 3 February 1945:
73 73 Ly 757
For the year:
452 . £30 19,689
The organization is proud of its year at Reckheath and all that has been
accomplished in Operaticns, Haintznance and Supply. One little outfit coop-

erating and doing its share for that all-Anerican team - THE UNITED STATES
ARMY AIR FORCE. : :

8. T4th Station Complement Squadron.

Maj. James A. Sommer, Commanding.
Lt. Robert ¥. Pratt.
1st Sgt. Louis A. Gardner.

The 74th Station Complement Sguadron, under the command of Capt. James
A. Sommer, arrived at Station 145 on 22 liovember 1943. It was the function of
this scquadron to take over the duties of preparing the Station for the arrival
of the 467th Bombardment Group (H).
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The 331lst Service Group urder command of HMajor Cruikshank was at that time
performing these duties, . :

On or about 29 lioveaber the 331st Service CGroup moved out and the T4th
Station Complement Squadron assumed the duties assigred thems At this time
Lt. Col. Cagle was transferred to 3tation 115 to assume comuand.

On 13 December 1943 Lt. Col. Cagle was transferred, and comuand of the
base vas delegated to the comuanding officer of the 7hth Stztion Complement

dron.
o Numerous duties were performed by the personnel of the Squadron, includ-
ing operation of Base Headouarters, Telephone Exchange, Fire Department,
Flying Control (only for diverted aircraft or aircraft forced down by weather
corditions or mechanical troubles), Post Office, Electrical Installations
and Utilities.

On 7 Jahuary 1944 Lt. Col. Crcagor an'ived at Stat.ion 145 and assumed
cormand of the Base.

On 11 Karch 1944 the 467th Pombardment Croup arrived st the Base.

The personnel of the T4th Station Complement Squadron continued in the
duties they were perfominé, greatly strengthened by personnel from the Group.

On 1 May 1944 Capt. Somzer was promoted to the rank of majors

Duties of the organization continued as before up to the present date.

9. 1229th Quartermaster Company Service Group, Awn (RS)

w7 . Capte. Albert L. Touchette, Commandinge
Lt. John H. Hicks, Adjutant.
T/Sgt Richard K. Callen, Acting lst Sgt.

" TIn September 1943 the nucleus of the present 1229th @f Co. arrived at
Rackheath. This consisted of a staff of one officer and three enlisted men.
‘Upon their arrivel they immediately assumed the duties of the Station Quar-
termaster.

e In December 1943 the 1229th ¥ Co. was activated at Rackheath. Upon

* activation the strength of the company was two officers and twenty-one en-
listed men. However, the perscanel has been increased throughout the year
until we now nurber three officers and forty-seven enlisted men. From the
outsent both the officers and enlisted men set about the tediaus task of
getting the station in readiness for the arrival of the Bomb. Group. Long

* tiring hours the Company lsbored to eguip and supply the facilities required
for the smooth functioning of the stat.ion. This job entailed such work as
equiping living quarters for officers and cnlisted men, mess halls, head-
quarters buildings, the Aero Club, Station Sick Quarters, and all other
buildings and offices requiring Quartermmaster property and supplies. During
this six months pericd prior to the arrival of the Bomb. Group, additional
difficulties were entailed by tie vast turnover of trensit personnel. Upon
the arrival of the 467th Bomb. Group in larch 1944, all necessary require-
ments had becn attended to down to the minutest details, even to the supply=-
ing of solid fuel to all the living guarters and other buildings on the base.

During the year there were many problems of supply cncountered due to
- the unavailability of certain supplies recuired by the Group, but through
the diligent efforts of the entirc company these problems were met and
overcome.

Some cf the dutiocs performed by the company aa thei'r part in the opera-
tion of the Station are:

a. Class IT and IV Supply - This sectibn of the company devotes its time
and efforts to the salvaging and replacing of QW clothing ant equipment for
all enlisted mon on the station. They also issue such oxpandablo items as
staticnery, office suprlies, and cleaning and préscrving Materials. Another
of their important functions is the handling of all post, camp and station
property.

b. Class I' and II Suprly -~ (1) Subsistence - One of the important func-
tions of the company is “crformed oy 'mi' section whose duty it is to supply
and deliver all the subsistence for the stztion. Tho subsistence is cobtained
from the Depot by Q£ personnel and iu is t‘len broken down into the proper
rations for the various mess halls. (2) Potroleum Freducts - The Station

SECRET



o G
SECRET

Transportation Section depends wholly upon the Qi for its supply of petroleum
products., The Qi personnel supply and fill all the vehicles on the station
with the necessary gasoline and oil in order to '"kecep them rolling".

ce Solid Fuel - A detail of ( personnel deliver all the coke and coal
on the station. This detail, working in the most inclement weather sees that
all personnel on the stationare supplied with'their proper amount of solid
fuel. .

d. Laundry and Jry Cleaning - Upon this section lies the responsibility
of seeing that all officers and enlisted personnel's clothing is laundered and
dry cleaned., They receive the clothing to be cleaned from the officers and
various organizations, deliver it to the plants contracted to do the work, and
then return the clean clothing to the station and distribute it.

e+ Local Purchase - A local purchase system is maintained by this
organization to obtain the nexds of the Somb Group and other organizations on
the station, when unable to supply them through the nommal channels of supply.

£+ BRail Transportation Section - One of the i's most pleasant duties is
the handling of the trcnsportation for the personnel returning home after they
have completed their tour of orerations. This depertment alson has charge of
the transportation for replaceicnt crews newly assigned to the station,.
Another function of this department is the tracing of lost or missent baggage
which is a frequent occurance herc in the United Kingdome IJue to the diligent
work' of the RTO officer and his assistants the QX is proud of the fact that
most’ of the lost baggase kas been fowxd and the percentage of baggage not yet
located is exceedingly low. .

. B¢ Salvage - The salvage section picks up and delivers to salvage depots
all salvageable items as specified by directives.

In the Eighth Air Force Wer Bond Lrive, the QM was given a guota of four-
teen hundred dollars. Not only was this quota met and filled but at the end
of the campaipgn it was found that the company had tripled the origninal amount
asked for. This was made possible through one hundrod per-cent participation
of the personnel of the company. ‘

In the stetions carbine tournament the QU's first match was against the
Station Chemical Company in which the (i emerged as victor, which we also did
in the matchos with the Station Defense and Transportation Jections. We then
. matched our skill in the finals against the 78%th Bomb Sguadrone. Again the QM
. came out on top to win the Station carbine tournamcemt. One of the members of
our team was chosen as ons of the members to represent the Station in the
Division matches, The "Stars ard Stripes" published this cvent.

Our year on the station would have beon a pleasant one had it not been
marred by the untimely doath of one memb r of the company, who was fatally
wounded due to cnemy action at this station. During this dame attack by enemy
aircraft, another member of th¢ company was seriously injured and it was
necessary that he be returned to the States for troatment.

Thus ends the first year of activity for thoe 1229th QM Co at Rackhoath.

10, 1286th Military Police Company (AVK)

C;pt. Otis L. Garrison, Commanding
S/5gt James E. Harris, Acting 1st Sgt.

The 1286th P Co (AVN), commanded by lst Lt., Charles S. Christenson,
arrived at oAF Station 145 from the lst Sombardment Division on 3 February 1544.
The following day 2 officcrs amd 50 enlisted men were ofdered to AAF Station .
120 and dosignated Det. MAU 1286th iP CO (AVN). The remaining 50 EM and 2
Officers composcd the Company on this base.

These men werc kept busy getiing everything in order for the arrival of
the 467th Bombardmemt Group (Hs'. Peside guarding thoe five entrances to the
base and othorwise providing security, the L. F. 's that were off duty helped
to widen the roads and construct Pickel Fosts. On 2 March 1944, Lt.
Christenson ard Lt Dodd were transferred and lst Lt. O. L. Garrison and lst
Lt. William B. Stapleton wore transforrcd into the company Where the assumed
the duties of Commanding Officer amd Police ard Prison Officor, respectivelye.

- Special orders for thc Cuards, traffic regulations and sccurity regulas
tions, including the barring of roads and paths which wero both hazardous to
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socurity ard flying, werc sot up and put into opuration by the tim the Group
arrived, sbout the middle of March 1944,

ith the arrival of the Oroup it was the duty of the e Ps 's to see that
the new men learncd as soon 2s possible to conform to ET0 Regulations and.the
English way of doing thinge. Some of these included: Driving on the left
hard side of the.road, walking on the right side and the blacking out of
vehicles and barracks. ,

During tha 13 months the l28'6th HP CO (ATN) has operated on this station
they have rogistered 3023 bicycles, checked the identity and issued passes
(either temporary or permancnt) to 490 civilian workmen and recovered 689 lost,
stolen or borrowed bicycles. During-this period the 1.P.. 's have also appre-
hended or reported 810 violators of regulations amd have made numerous invent-
igations of everything from shots in the dark to manslaughere Beside their’
regular station duties the Wilitary Police have been called upon to guard 26
crasihed aircraft in the North Zastern part of Morfolk County in addition to
crashes and forced landings on the airfield,

The maintenance and improvement of Anglo-American relations is one of
the more important duties of the ¥ilitary Police. When this company first
arrived on the field and for a time thereafter pettir complaints from civil-
jans were numerous. 5y getting acquainted with the civilian populace and
maintaining close liaison with the local civiliasn constabulary and impressing
upon them our.desire to-ccoperate to the utmost and by enforcing those riles
regarding American behavior laid down by higher headquarters to improve
relations, we not receive far fewer pelty complaints and believe we can
safely say Ango-American relations are as good or better in the surrounding
communities than anywhere in the ETC.

Although there have been few promotions in the company, it. is only
because tie T/0 is over in non-commissioned officers, as there are many
deserving cases. However, ten men were promoted to PFC,.Pvt Madajczyk was
promoted to Corporal, Sgt Burpham was made lst Sgt, and Lt. Garrison progoted
to Captain.

Four men from the unit returned to the U.S.; thay are Cpl Brown, Pyt
Mallast, Pvt Girty and Fvt Kiggins.

Among other things, two of the men found time to marry English girls
and three others have fourd the ones they want to marry and have requested
permissions.

It has been a very interesting year in which we have done our best to
help "keep em flying".

11. Detachment "A", 862nd Chemical Company (40).

Lt. Jeremiah J. Morrissey, Commanding.
Lt. Meral 0. Rood, Adjutant,

-J.st Sgto Curtiss J. Butts. % e
2+ On-11 November 1943 Detachment "A" 862nd Chemical Co., conaist'i’ng of two
officers and sixty-five enlisted men, arrived at AAF Station 145. The organ-
ization was quartered in Site #3 and for approximately three months ha.d that
section of the station to itself.

*.. No bicycles were.on hand, and transportation was out of the quest,ion for
a long time. To get amywhere you walkec, and everybody did plenmty of that.

Since there were few nen on the station ard all departments had to be
started, the enlisted men of this organization were LP's, motor pool mechan~
ics and drivers, PX clerks, labor details, and construction workers.

... With so much work for everyone, it was impossible to get a twenty=-four-
hour pass, and a fellow was lucky to got to town one night a week on the
liberty run.

There was no dry wood of any kind on the station for many weeks, and
almost no paper to start a fire. Under these conditions it was almost impos-
sible to get, warm or dry, and after rebuilding a fire for the fifth or
sixth time in an evening witiout so much as a glow to reward thei.r efforts,
most .men gave it up-as a bad job and went to bed early. Bed was the only
warm‘place when not -on duty.

In spite of all these difficulties, morzle was high and the station was
rapidly being made ready for the Group.

!
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One of the biggest jobs when not helping some of the other departments was
go omgct the chemical szection of the bamb dump ready for storing incendiary .

S

By visiting other staticns already in operation, the men learned how to
do their jobs when the Group became operational, and they also found through
experience the kind of chemrical bomb dump wanted on this station. Based on
what they had learned, the men of this unit poured over 13,000 square feet of
concrete to make a chemical bomb dump as well laid out as any in 2nd Alr
Division.

* The Company's job is to help haul incendiary bombs to this station,
uncrate each bomb, prepare it for use, and store it so that it can be quickly
moved from the dump to the planes. Fuzes, arming wire, amd slings to accompany
an incendiary bomb have to be mrepared and packed in containers for immediate
use. Sky markers and colored grenades are modified and stored in the chemical
bomb dump for any mission in which they udgnt be required.

By 1 February 1945 the 467th Bombardment G“oup led dropped one thousand
five hurdred and seventy-two tons of ircendiary bombs on the enemy. A stock
of over six hundred thirty-one tons of varim.s incendiavies is held in the
chemical borb dugp. |

A motor pool of eight chemical tiucks and trailers and three rower-
driven decontamirators is mainteined in the chemical tomb dump.

Twenty-seven ol the enlisted men of this detackment work with squadron
ordnance sections loading tombs of s&ll types on all missions that leave this
field.

Although our work has not as vet invelved the use of poison gas, we
are well trained to handle it, and cur chemical equipment for gas warfare is
always ready for instant use.

12. 1451st Ordnance S%i Company (Avn).

Capt. Howard L. Ellison, Comuanding.
1st Sgt. Rubin V. Mauth.

During the latter part of 1943 preparations were made to meet the in-
crease in growth of ths Eighth Air Force. ar-time airdromes constructed by
the Air Hinistry, consisting of askeleton framework necessary for operation
and housing were made available to the expectant U.S. Air Force groups. In
order to have tiecse Air Force stations ready to house, feed, possess the
necessary vehicles, and have on hand the bombs and ammunition required for
operations, advanced echelons of service units were sent to prepare these
fields.

On November 15, 1943, the 145lset Ordrance Supply and Maintenance Com-
pany (Avn) was activated by the Eighth Bomber Command, now Eighth Air Force,
and was asgigned to AAF Station lh; to prepare for the expected group. lst
Lt. H. L. Ellison, already a veleran of 14 months with one of the ploneer
heavy bombardment groups in the U.X., was assigned as commanding officer.
Lt. Ellison arrived at Rackheath Airdrome on 25 November 1943 with a cadre
of 15 enlisted men. Since then the orgaidzation has grown to 4 officers and
76.enlisted men.

" In the early days of activation, tiic personrcl inspected and stencilled
over 300 special- and general-purpose vehicles, ranging [rom jeeps to
4,000-gallon gasoline tresilers, stocked an ammunition area of approximately
2000 tons of filler explosives, and in additien, helped in the construction
of Nissen huts and corcrete roadways. It was often necessary for the per-
sonnel of this company to forsake their primary ordnance duties and training
to aid in the gensral constructicn of the station, since the buildings and
roads already completed by the Alr (Zristry were inadoquate for the needs of
the bombardment group.

During the picneer days of the orpanization, filler personnel and organ-
izational equipmeni arrived te bring thce 1451st O Co. up to the strength of
the authorized T/0 &E. It was soon evident that the filler pérsonncl from
other branches of the service and fresh from recruit training were not suf-
ficiently skilled to handle the new couirment or meet the demands made upon
them. Immediate steps werc taken to provide trgining, and through the efforts
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of the skilled men ard the diligent work of the men as a whole, the percent-
age of skilled men rose from approximately 60% skilled - 40% semi-aid.ned
to 90% skilled - 10§ semi-skilled. Iy the time the L6T7th Bomb. Group arrived
on 1l March 1944, the Company had grown to almost full ‘statures Lt. Rtohfeld,
Lt McGuire, and Lt. Kay had joined tle Company in December 1943. On 1 April
1944, 1st Lt. He L. Ellison was promeoted to captain, thereby assuming full
rank and responsibility as commanding officer, Until recently, this organiza-
tion had operated umder a T/0 wiich allotted comparatively few ratings in
relation to the qualifications and specialities recuired of the men. The new
T/0, dated 28 October 1944, alleviated tile situation, and as compered with
31 privates and privetes first clsss in the old T/C, there are only 13 pri-
vates and privates first class in the new authorization.

This organization is cherged with the third echelon maintenance and
N!;’fcli of Ordnance weapons, amzunition, and special- and general-purpose
ve €5

a. Ammunition Sect.iqn; Lt. Joseph Kay.

As a.functioning unit in thie Compan,, the Ammunition Section is charged
with tie’ msponsib:.ht,y of supervising and contmlling activities incident to
the receipt, maintenance, storage, ax:d sipply of ammunition, bombs, fuzes
and pyrotechnics.’Lt. llcGuire, Section officer, and T/Sgt Robert R. Alter,
section chief, were respons:Lble “or the tredring and functioning of the 17
men. The section has been hardicarued by lack of sufficient personnel, and as
a result, other sections of thé company bave been drawn upon to relieve this
situation. To add Lo the section's problens, the increased operational' require-
ments of the Group have increased the bamb stockage from 2000 tons to 2600
tons of filler explosive. Often this section has been compelled to work all
hours of the night, and it is rothor a comnonplace sight to see bombs being
unloaded from incoming convoys while bomb service trucks are loading.up for
an operational missicn. Since the opening of the ammunition arca, more than
11,500 tons of bombs have been handled by this section.

Bomb handling disasters are a matter of record of the history of the
Eighth Air Force; careless bomb handling has resulted in putting bombardment
groups out of operation for months, and in the more extreme cases have made
stations permanently inoperationals. The excellent bomd handling record, which
men like Sgt Bowman and Sgt Feranec lave lhelped maintain through constant
vigilance, iz an indication of the fact that their work requires more than
Just strong backs. Trained perscniel are recuired to recognize the different
types of bombs, since some explosive filler:s are nore sensitive than others;
bombs must be inspected for defects, which might possible cause an accident,
dud, or low-order detonation; often bosbs from 100 pounds up to 2000 pounds
must be unloaded guickly and safely, in order that convoys will not be held
up any longer than necessary.

In november 1944, Lt. McGuire was transferred to the Ninth Air Force.
Lt. Kay.then assumed responsibility as Amunition Officer. Shortly therecafter
a beautification and.mud control program was 3instituted. Hud-control signs,
road posts, directional traffic signs, and cooperation from the Squadron :
Ordnance personnel were instrumental in carrying cut this orogram. -

b Amment Section. Lt. Joscph Eay.

The Amauont Section is responsible for the maintenance, supcly and in=
spection of a.'l.rcraft. wegpons and small arms on the station. Lt. Kay; Armament
Officer, and 'I‘/.:gt Hicks, section chief, direct the activities of this section.
Regudar inspections are made, not only on the guns on the aircraft, but also
the rifles, carbinee and pistols in the hanmds of the troops. All replacements
for the calibra 50 machine gun, a/c, arc inspected and issued for installation
in the a:i.rcraft. Receatly it was ncesssasy to modify the firing pins on-the
aircraft weapone, numberins sboul 450. ‘,v_t. licls, collaborating with ‘T/Sgt
Lawrence, machinist of tho Avtomoulive mcu or, dov o..opcd and constructed & jig
to skep. up the modification of ‘thuso [iring pins from about LO to approsd-
mately 200 per day. Scdy armor, or flalr evits, is anctier item handled by this
section. And, of recont date, all: fire oxtinguishers of the €02 type on the
planes and ground inste.llauons are filled and wintcrized by the Armament
personnel of this section. As a result of the section's scrvieing and inspect=-
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ing these extinguishers, the time of these ad:jusiments has been cut from two
weeks to a possible two or tree days. »

c. Automotive Section. Lt. Leon C. Rothfeld.

The Automotive section assumes & major responsibility in the third
echelon maintenance cf all general = and special-purpose vehicles, including
all Air Corps Refueling Units. Lt. Rothfeld, Automotive officer, and 1M/Sgt.
Pezanowski are responsible for the section's carrying out it's job keeping
the vehicles running, Often the men of this section have shown ingenuity and
ability substituting for unobtainable parts from.depois.

In the early days of activation, the Automotive section -operated it's
equipment in one of the hangers. /ith the arrival of the group, the automotive
mechanics, vehicles, and squirment were forced to occupy a large empty plot of
ground with a blue expanse of sky as it's only roof for the performance of it's
duties. = convoy of six trucks travelled over 00 miles to secure material for
the construction of the automotive shop.. i4dngled together as if from one melt-
ing pot, mechanics, electricians, painter, carpenter, machinists, welders, and
clerks opened an era of constructive ingenuity. Under the supervision of /4
Robbins, the men began digsing, grading, and laying approximately 6,000 feet of
cement for the foundation of the 94 x 35 foot Remney hut, allied buildings and
hardstands.

The .Jutomotive shop began to grow according to blue print. ¥Within a
matter of weeks, the third eclelon maintenance snop was officially ready to
open up busifess and after one year's operation, some 1500 Job Reguest Orders
passed through the hands of Sgt. Beaver, the automotive clerk. These 1500
completed job orders reflsct the ever-constant effort and perseverance on the
part of the ..utonotive section to keep the hundreds of wehicles on the station
in operating condition. Since it's first day of functioning, the men have been
inspired by the everpresent motio, "feep 'em Rolling®,

Due to numerous lectures and notices on the bulletin boerd on Safety
Precautions and Zafety Hazards, there has been only one minor accident in one
year's operation. And the nightly "housc-cleaning" has formed an early habit
of cleanliness of work, tools and eguipuent.. . .

d, Items of Interest.

To date, there have bteen threc mariages of men in the Company, including
the Commanding Officer, to Znglish girls, and three more men have in applica-
tions for approval. On 18 August 1944, Crle. Gross, now Sgt., and Cple Dow
were awarded the Soldier's iledal by the station Cormmander, Col Albert J. Shower,
for heroism displayed in rescuing a drowning English boys "Johnny on the
Spot", Sgte laceda, is ever present at the scene of a crashed 'plane for the
required Somb Reconnaissance report o Sccond »ir Division. 1/Sgt. Mauth's
tolerant and patient handling of the men, T/Sgt. Hicks! pleasant personality
ard interest in wild life, T/Jgt. Rankin's stable force at Station Ordnance,
all reflect the rank and file of the men not mentioned in this history. Such
items of human interest are memories which will live long after the war is over.

€. In Conclusion.

After a year of operation, durinz which time the planes of the L6Tth
Bombardment Croup have completed almost two hundred (200) missions, the Group
has estaclished itself as onc of the outstanding units in efficicncy and bomb-
ing results of the Iighth .ir force. The officers and men of the 1451st, Ord.
58f Co. (Avn) take pride in having contrisuted to this commendable record.

13. 2105th Engineer (AVN) Fire Fighting Flatoon

Lt. Matt E. O'Brien, Commanding.
S/Sgt. Charles Pe Ratcliffe, acting lst Sgte

On December 8th 1943 five (5) EU from the 74th Station Complement and four
(4) RAF personnel comprised the first fire fighting unit on this base, During
February 1944 ten (10) EX of the 203lst Z.4.F.F.P. wore assigned to this



SECRET

Station ard the RAF personnel were relieved from duty with the fire fighters.

Before activation the members of this unit were engaged in line duty at
the control tower, on road construction details and setting out fire extine
guishers at all sites on the base.

On 10 April 13kL the 2105th Engineer (AVN) Fire Fighting Platoon was
activated and 2nd Lte I.G. Smith was assigned C.0. this organisation. The
unit consisted of sixteen (16) assigned 2! ari six (6) on special duty with
the fire fighters from the 74th Ctae Compe :

The early stages of the unit were spent in extensive training of the men
for fire fighting and setting up fire points and fire fighting equipment
through out the base. Equipment was slow coming in and as it arrived it was
put into service. MNuch time was spent working on this equipment to put all
pumps and units into A=l condition ard use. Concrele hardstands were poured
beside the Fire Station for the puaps and vehicles by the X of this unit.

The duties were many and varied, sweating out-going and incoming missions,
both operational ard practice, putting out fires, digeing out personnel killed'
in plane crashes, constructica details, washing blood from ingides of planes
in which wounded flight personncl had returned from missions, checking complete
base for fire hazards, inspecting all fire fighting equipment, maintenance of
extinguishers, firc pumps and fire trucks, training all ground personnel on
the base in basic fire fighting ard practice dry guns with all 'fire fighting
equipment for purpose of becoming expert and efficient in operation and pro-
cedure in any emergencyes b e A

_To date the 2105th Z.AF.F.F. has handled successfully, sixty-four (64)
reported fires ard have also assisted tic I.F.S. and nearby fire fighting
platoons in putting out off the base fires.

All but five %5) E this organization have been promoted since activation.

Since the early part of July 194k, lst Lt. latt E. O'Brien, CE, was
assigned Commanding Officer of the 2105th TeleFoFoFe
A “The hew Cardox CO2 fire fighting equipment was received at this base in
January 1945 and is now in operation. i &

The 2105th Fire Fighters have devoted long hours to duty in maintaining
a highly efficient and effective unit in keeping with the high standard and
superb récord of the 467th Bomb Group (H).

14e ~ 207th Finance Jection.
Lt. James D, Bullard, Finance Officer.

The 207th Financec Scction was activated at Rackheath per Section 1, GO 13,
Hq, 8th Air Force dated 1 January 1944 cffoctive 18 January 1944. The work
load was very small at first duc to the fact that the flying personnel of the
group had not yet arrived, During the months ol March and April the flying
cchelon arrived causing the peak of the work load due to the fact that they
were due per diem for travel from the States., ‘The load was SO heavy that it
necessitated the calling on the Fiscal Officer, 2d Hombardment Division for
additional man power temporarily.

The Eighth air Force .jar Bond Drive was brought to an cond on 2 September.
Our work in regard to the bond drive vas rotarded due to administrative
changes that werc being made in repard to processing of "ar Honds, Yiar Bond
schedules, under the change, were now prepared for cach Znlisted Men's Pay-
roll, by the Personnel Officer or the Finance Cfficer, whichever was applic-
able, ard on the basis of such certified schedulus, Uar Sonds were issucd by
the Jar Bond Office in the . tates. . I

~ Hajor John'Bogard, .ssistant Fiscal Officer, Bth sir Fforce and Major

Edson H. Cooper, Fiscal Officer, 2d .ir Oivision visited this office on
5 December 1944 on a tour of inspections They exprossed thoir approval in the
neatness .of the office and the cofficient way in which the finance work was be-
ing carried on. '
.« .., The Christmas season around tha Flnance Office was a gala affair. All
the men of .the dotachment saved thoir Christmes packages and everyonc opened
their boxes of goodics from homc on Ciristmas Eve. High light of the season
was a party hold in the office on Christmas Eve night. 411 member of the
organization agreed that it was the best Christmas cvor spent in the Amy.
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The following personnel of the 207th Finance Section are now on duby at

this station: .
lst Lt. James Do Bullard, 7D

T/Sgt Roy E. Phillips . Sgt Julius Machowitz
T/Sgt George Ls Thornton Cpl fobert V. Fisher
S/Sgt Louis De Ehret Crl Elton L. Harris
5/5gt Alexander P. Zangni : Pfe Frank C. Doda

15. Base Defense,
Capt. Norman Kruvitz, Base Defense Officers

"The active gnd rassive measurcs necessary to defend troops and instal-
lations against air attack are furctions of every echelon of comand." (Gen.

Hodges).

Active defense measures include the orgenization snd manning of defensive
positions and the organization and employuent of a mobile striking force.

Passive defense measures include air alert warnings, dispersion, cover
and camouflage. s

With these measures in mind, the delense section of LAF Station {145 was
caganized under the direction of Lt. frank Ivavitz in December 1943. Per-
sonnel were made available by transfer from cther units present on the statiom.

After viewing an @erial photopraph of this station, strategical locations
for gun emplacements were sclected. Then, working agalnst time and adverse
weather conditions, the men of this section set out to build these gun-pits.
The necestery materials were at a precdum, but after weeks of rard work and
long hours, with everyore giving their all, they were completed, or so we
thonght at the time. Since then many improvemenis have been made in regard to
camouflage, durability, etc., witil now our gun-pits are regarded by many as
the finest in the Second Air Division.

The problem of adequste training scon rresented itself and was met ard
coped with successfully. Ferscnnel were selected to attend the anti-aircraft
gunnery school in KilKeel, . Ireland, where they received thorough courses
in machine gans, aireraft recognition and tow target firing. Let it be said
here that the selection of men to stlend this school was excellent, Attesting
to this fact that not one of the twenty-four men attending this school
failed to meet the necessary recuirements for graduations

Upon coupletion of their scheooling, these wen, now anti-aircraft gunners
returned to this station and immediately assumed their duties and responsi-
bilities as such. At the time we had in our possession nothing but .303 guns
of a British cdesign. Tiese served the purpose, but at the end of four months
we received four air-cooled cals «50 machim purs. Tiese were later supple=-
mnted by eight wator-cooled wearons of tie same caliber, until today our
pits are amed with all water-cooled mins.

Daring those hectic days of a year apo tic men of station defenses slept
when they could, as intruder warnings and mags raids by the Cerman Alr Force
kept them on the alert most of the night. It was act uncosmon to sec the def=-
ense of ficer, or cie of his assistants on the job at thrce o'clock in the
morning after putting in a full days work previcusly, Black coffee and sand-
wches ("corn willy"; was the standard dict for all comected with this sec-
tion at the {ime, unlces "Jerry" was considerate enough to permit 2 run down
to midnight mess. After numborous feints and Pclose calls", "Jerry" made an
appearance in tre form of a Junkors 88 on 22 April 194L, In the opinion of
higher headquarters, this station was adecuately deferded.- However, it is :
maintained tiat had our own aircraft not been in the lime of potential fire,
this scction would have roceived credit for at least one enemy aircraft,

This attack had a bencficial effect on every nember of station defcnse.
It gave tle men an added dreentive which they badn't previocusly possesscd.
This is mentioned due to the fect that there muver has been a Table of Organ-
ization for numbers of station defensc seclicns; consequently, promotions are
few and far between. Ths ren of station delonse will not receive medals and
decorations for their mrt in this war, but thoy have done and will continue
to do a finc job against all odds. Fow people ‘reslize what a strain it is on
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a man to watéh and walt for impending denger for as long as twelve hours at
a tire. Yet that is jutt tho men of stetion deferse rave heen doolng for
over a yar naw, This is only-one example of the tough job thesc men have.
Amost a1l of these men were forccd to sacrifics the jobs they wore originally
trained for, ard liked! Hovover, thoy soon resigned themselves. to theoir fate ;
and have oonducted thamsclves in the best poseiblo i:¥ele 3 : .

Next on owr list camc tho aganization of a mobile striking force or
Mglert detachment." Aswith our anti-aireraft section, personnel were made |
available by tradsfor from units present on the ctation, Thase men were trained
under It. Frank Xravite and Lt,. Marnold Smith, the assistant defense officer.
This unit was the nucleus for-a large-scale grand dofengse organization. As
we have obscrved mreviously, cvery echelon of command is responsidle for: the
defense of .an organization carrying out combat #issions ageinst the cnemye
The refore, cveryons on the draw had fo heve his srccific assignment in the '~
event of a hostile attack. Training prograss and drills were corducted by the”
designated unite and the individuel squadrens witil an adcguat? defense plan
had becn achieved. This, plus the fact that the British Home Guard was ready
to furnish troops and information, gave tids station a workable defense ‘against
any form of hostdle attacks y e

- Late in 1944 Cart. Norman Kravitz was appointad to succeed “t. Frank
Kravitz as Station Defurse’ Officcr, in addition to his. duties as Statdon
Poch. Inmector. Lyw Kravitz is now the Assistant Defense Officer in addition
4o his duties as Station Trensportation Officer. e o

Though the irar in this theater scoms to be draving to a close there is

still the Tossibility that tho Ourmen Alr Force will make gne last effort to
¢ e our potential air rower or cerry oub wanton bashing missions against
this dounbiy. With this in viow, the station defense section is conducting
a serics of refrosher courses in aircraft recognition, m charics of weapons,
care and maintcnance ard test firing all their guns at least once per weeks
The ment of station defense are still on Auty rdoht afier night, watching and
waiting in readinces, so that if "ferry" dees come over at, any time they will
be prepared for him. - Dt .

16, ]'.r‘m;ll'igert_:e‘ Secti on.

: Kajor Edward i, Ogden, Group S-2. '
~ . M/Sgt Joe F. Clera, Section Chief.

The Intelli-ence Section of the Croup and scuadrons lsarned the hard
way that Intelligence in the ETU called [or an enormous cuantity and a great
variety of work, a great deal of whigh was not < trictly within the normally
accepted meaning of Wilitary Intelligence. ' vip 3 R
; After sboudb four weeks of intensive training, during which all officers
ard enlisted men visited older and well establisied heayy-bombardnent groups
and attended numorous schools, some geperal and some epecialized, the Section
settled down to its furptions under combat operation conditionse -

In addition to mission work, which included briefing, interrogation;
reperts, records and critiques, mission photos and photo interpretation,
prisoner of war, escape and evasion @1ties, of ficers of the Section carried
the burrden of Group security and censorship, histery, operation of & erew
reading room, and important functions comnected with awerds and deécorations.
_ They were responsible for. di ssemination of war and currert news and operated
one of the best war rooms in the Division, placed and kept up large-scale
war maps posted in the Officers’ 8lub, Asro Club, and War Room. Officers were
called upon for outside duties of censorsiip of mil, Convoy Officer, Officer
of the Day, Club Auditer, speclal investigations, dance chairmanships, and
counsel for defendants under courtunattial procedures. Enlisted ren of the
Section are called-upon for KP, squadron Ci, airplene guard, ‘and dther duties.

In addition, &-large-scale participation in erew-training was. rendered.
Officer personnel were coustantly called upon for lectures on Afrcraft Identi-
fication, Security and Censorship, Lscape gnd . Pyasion, Target Identification,
H2X Idertification, Yeman Flak, Camouilage, Sioke Sereens and Barrage Bal-
loons, Gsrsen &ir Forge Tactics and Discosiidon, Geo graphy of England and

Western Europe, Urganization of ~ilitary Forces in the B10,” Bogbling Récords
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and Interpretation (visuel, HZX and G}, Curreit Develomments and Trends in
Air Warfare and War News, Stratsgic Targets, Field Orders, Briefing and In-
terrogation, and Obscrvation Rzporting.

The Section produced a statistical analysis of the first hundred missions
and a beautifully illustrated brochure covering the Croup's activities. The
Photographic Section has done a nunber of attractive photographic studies of
t:pical Group activities. Graphic mission records have been maintained cover-
ing mission targets and statistics, casuslties, prisoners of war, and similar
:f‘eﬁrds. It is responsibvle for collating and maintaining the mission target

olders.

Because mission work occupics a great cdeal of the Sectionb time, a
resume of Intelligerce participation in the mission may be illuminating.

The Section has four briefing teams working on & regular schedule. The
team is composed of two officers and four enlisted mon, and the first day of
their cycle is a 2hi=hour work day, in which they prepare and Lricf the mission.
After netting what sleep is possible to recuperate from the *trenuous 2i~hour
first day, on thg sccond day they rust interrogate ard teach such classes as
may be within their specialtics and attend, preparc and report on the "Cri-
tique." On the third day thyy ere responsible for interrogations and training
missions, teaching, reports, and handling of speciglized duties, besides
studying and catching up on the readng of Intelligence publications. Then
enlisted men run the targst folder and map rooms, prepare flak maps, do drafte
ing work, build spgcial equipment, clean lecture rooms and of fices, post maps,
run belopticans for classes and critiques, study and read Intellirence ma-
terial. On the fourt day interrogations, teaching, study, oriefing extra
combat missions, as wedll as tho duties gerformed on the third day, fully oc-
cupy vhat time is available after performance of special outside tasks such
as KP and CQ duties for enlisted men, and O.D., ccnvoy duty, censoring mail,
etc., for of ficers. :

For missions the briofing officers must study all field orders and
special mission materiel, make an exhaustive study of the target and routes,
supervise the prepartation of battle folders erd baloptican material for
briefing. All Vipg ard Division routes must be posted on the big map in the
War Room, special {lak meps prepared and photographed, target material posted
for erew study, and similer details accomplished. The Section briefing teams
participate in five briefings for cach mission: pre-briefing of lead crews,

rs! briefing, main briefing, tombardicrs ard pllotage navigation briefing,
and H2X briefing. The enlisted mon propere briefing exnibits for the baloptican
and six complete coabat folders for each spuadron that participates in the
migsion. Maps must be put together, folded and accurately inserted, target
pictures and flak maps put in all of thasc, most preciscly marked with routes,
and LPI's, Then the maps at the briefing room must be posted ard the balop-
ticans operated, PW escape kits, candy bars and now cartridge clips must be
issued and personal belongings collected and accurate records kept. Battle
folders must be distributed to the proper commard pilot, bombardier or navig-
ator, as the caseé may be. 'hen briefing is over, all postings must be removed
and all mission material carefully collecteds Then the main briefing rocm must
be prepared for interrogation. Typewritten interrogation forms must be readied
for interrogation and briefirg exhibits carefully marked and mission record
folders set up. Interrog tion follows, anmd ascape kits and cartridges must be
collected ami accounted for, Reports of various lenghths and character are
compiled and forwarded to higher headguarters. The briefing room then is set
up for briefing. ' ;

In the meantime strike photos are being collected, processed, interproted
and reports prepared for transmission to Wing and Division., Special strike
photos are annotated and rushed to the bricfing room ard Col. Shower. A special
bomb strike analysis ie prepared and with annotated strike photographs placed
on display for all intercsted personnel, At critlque propor briefing maps and
pictures and strike photos are prepared and shown .in the baloptican and appro-
priate maps are placed on the critigue mop toards An <=2 officer takes down
notes, and a full typevritten report of tlhe eritique is mrepared and dissemine
ated. The photo interproter must be on hand to illustrate and describe the
bombing results, ard an 5-2 officer suwmarizes tie day's mission and presents
such important cnemy activities as may heve recently doveclopede.
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Among some of the functions performed by the Intelligence 3ection for
which renown at Wing, Division and Air Force can legitimatcly be claimed are
the following: general excellence in briefing, and efficicney and complotencss
of interrogation; three (in most groups only one) coriplete baloptican showing
of target material beforc each mission; a program of target-identification
training which has becn widely copied; the high ‘number of complete battle
folders prepared and issued; a flsk map for all crews, which is considered the
best system of flak presentation in‘the Jivision; an outstanding war room;
¢onciseness ard completeriess of missicn reports, with photo interpretation,
photographic, H2X departments and S-2 training defirditely rdted as superior,
It is also a matter of pride tiat the map.ond target folddr departments, while
procuring, storing amd convenicntly indexing tens of thousands of maps and
hundreds of thousands of target picturos and maps, heve never failed to nave

‘all availablo target mterial on hand for eviry mishiioh..

" _Statistigilly the Scetion has participated in 1493 briefings, has operated
the baloptican exclusive of use at lecturcs on 1576 occasions, has prepared
6626 combat folders with over 27,000 separate picces of target material insert-
ed and sccurately markeds It has made over 1040 separate map postingse It has
in stock well indexed and prepared for use 38,860 meps and 556,380 target pic-
tures ard mapse It has issued and collectod over 75,000 escape kitss

. Following is a list of persomncl and their main Section functions:

Major Zdward L, Ogden
Captain James Fe Ashley
Captain Richard I. Robinson
Captain Charles Y. Barrett
_Captain Morris J. Lipp
Captain Calvin F. iorn
Captain Allan Healy

1st Lt Cerl He Swenson
1st Lt John laccagnano °
lst Lt Edward. R. llovak

1st Lt David Ne HI11

1st Lt Howard He Kleiner
1st Lt Thomas Coodyear

lst Lt James Be Steere
1st Lt "dllard He Schultz
U/Sgt Joseph F. Clara
S/5gt Lawerence C. Xessler
5/Sgt Merlyn N. Angsburger
S/Sgt ¥William R. Staploton
S/Sgt Edward J. MeCrystal Jr
5/Sgt Donald L. Tullsen
5/Sgt Frederick T. Yates
Sgt Wiley E. Orr

Sgt James E. Pearce

Sgt Leo G, arsh

Sgt Howard D, Hayes

Cpl Rubert M, Binford

Cpl Andy Santelik

Cpl Herschel De Immert

Pfc Donald C, Cross

Pfc Alfred L. Nash

Pfc Ceorge M. Scanlon

Pfec Paul T, Fayton

Group S5=2

GAF, Briefing ' :

Target Identification, Briefing

Yaxr Room, Briefing )

War Room, Jwarda & Decorstions, Briefing
Photo Officer ' ' ;
Photo Interpreter

P/, Briefing

herial Photo Officer

Security, Briefing

4/C Recognition, Briefing

H2X, Briefing, 4/C Recognition
Enepy Cround Defenses, Gp Historian,
Briefing

Yission Reports

H2X, Briefing

Section Chief -

Flak, Briefing Team Chief

Special Art Projects, Briefing Team Chief
Briefing Team Chiefl

Briefing Team Chief

Photo Interpreter, Driefing Team
Combat Library, Group History

Clerk, Eriefing Team

Clerk, Briefing Team

'I‘;r’get Folder Room, Briefing Team
P/ ;

Briefing Team

Map Room, Brdefing Team

War. Room . :

Target Folder Room, Briefing Team
Terget Folder Room, Briefing Team
Map Room, Briefing Team

Briefing Team

Briefing Team

The following persprnnel have been transferred to other units: -
Captain Marshall T. Oliphant, Lte !deland B, Van Arsdale, Lte Arden Davidson,
Lt. James Stewart, S/Sgt. Constatize Canellepulus, Sgte Joseph Be MoCall,
Sgte Chester Neu, Sgt. Nathan [inkin, Spte Fichard Ie Palmer, Cpl. Tobert Je
Sutherlard, Cpl. Terrence ['s Lrennan,, Fvt. Francis Le Stumpe
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17. The Navigation JSection.
Major Capers A. Holmes, Group Navigator

Arriving at Rackheath in llarch 1944, after the longest flight of their
careers, the original navigators of the L6Tth felt pretty confident of their
‘ability to navigate In combat.

Several hours of radio aids and procedure in the U.K. along with study of
British pilotage raps and practice missions over Englard was the training given
prior to the first combat mission on 10 April 1944. A few of the wonderful and
mysteritus "Gee Boxes" had arrived in the group amd each navigator was given
instructions on its use.

In spite of new aids to msvigation in the ETO the majority of the navig-
ators discovered on their firct fmr fisghts that there was no substitute for
basic Dead Reckoning, A& the weather becams Letter pilotage was used to good
advantage and additional Gees sets arrived to aid the navigators over England
and over water as far as the enemy coast. Occasionally Gee reception was good
enough to reach into the tavgst arsa on the short hauls down to the home of
the buzz bombs in Pais de Taluiss orea.

Following "D" day ard the rapid advaace of the grourd troops, new (ee
stations were erccted on the contivant Irom time to time util it is now poss-
ible to obtain Gese fixes almost anjwiere in Germany.

. The arrival of several ‘ilickey’ ships in the late summer made it possible
for the 4L6Tth to mavigave with precision anywhere over-enem' territory without
de g on other groups teo find the way.

All navigators in the gronp had an cpportunity to bmah up on their
individual proficiency and icw sltitude navigation when the Group was stood
down operationally for about a month to haul gasoline to the ground forces in
France.

It was found advisable early in the operational period to have regularly
assigned Pilotage navigators on each lead crew to aid the DR navigator and
bombardier. Both navigators and tombardiers nave been used for this position.

A number of bomtardiers have been re-assigned as DR navigators and Mickey
navigators after training in the group and at specialized H2X school.

4 regular introduction to ravigation in the 70 is given to all navigators
when they arrive in the group tefore they become operatiocnals MNavigators are
ichecked out" in Gee and are given individuval instruction by their squadron
navigators.

Specialized briefings for navigators on all operational and practice
missions are hadled by the squadron navigators and assistant group navigators,
Nission reports, preparation of logs to go to higher headquarters and routine
office work have been handled by S/Sgt Llson S, Herrick for more than 200
missions, ranging from less than four hours in the Pais de Calais are to 93
hours on the Dresden miscion. °

18, Medical Department. .
Major Joseph L. Kann, Station Surgeon.

The first troops arrived on this base, 22 October 1943. They were a
station complement squadron, and had the responsibility of preparation of the
station for the bombardment group, the main contingent of which arrived

Inasmuch as the buildings assigned for the Station Sick Quarters were as
yet under construction, a dispensary and sick cuarters were established in
Nissen huts. It was during these weeks that the epidemic of a disease similar
to influenza was raging both in Euglarnd ahd in the United States; consquently,
the rather inadequate and improvised facilities of the Medical Department on
this station were strained coasiderably. During this perdod, also, one entire
organization upon arrival on tids base, had to be detained in quarters and
treated.

The - Station Sick Cuarters were ready {or occupency during the week ending
25 December 1943, and from time to time, more of its facilities were made
available for use by the Medical Section, which, until 11 March 1944, consisted
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of one medical officer, Captein Robert CG. Slusher, and eight enlisted men.
One additional medical officer and one dental officer and technician were later
assigned during this period.

On 11 iMarch 1944, the ground staff of the 467th Bombardment Group arrived,
and the medical secticn under the direction of Lajor Joseph L. lann, Group
Surgeon, set to work to provide as speoedily as possible an efficient and
competant medical service for both flying personnel and ground staff. The
dispensary was cquickly put into full operstion, one unccmpleted ward was finish-
ed, linoleum laid, end other equipmert obtained. L

The necessary supplics, expendable and non-expendable were obtained from
the proper supply sources, and a supply level established which has been main-
tained since. New items of equipwent, such as ultra-violet lamps, heat lamps,
suction and pressure apparatus, x-ray dark room eguipment, organizational and
individual (CEL) equirment, obtained or reguisitions placed ‘therefors The net
result was that the Station Sick Cuarters were soon able to function at top
efficiency. '

At the sgme time, duty assignments were given to officers and enlisted men,
with the medical section as a whoic being organized along the lines of a Station
Hospital. 3ince the original duty assignmonts, wore made, a number of changes
have been effected when indicated, with a view to placing men where their capabe
ilities,:trairing, and aptitude showed they would be of the most value to the
Yedical Department. The carv with which personnsl were assigned was ospeclally
notable when.one squadron wae deteched from the group for reassignment to the
Composite Command. Despite the lces of this squadron, the Medical Section was
able to contimue functioming smoothly, Later during the summer, another squad-
ron was assigned to replace the fommer, and its medical personncl were absorbed
into the units; each man beiag given a duty assigmment in accordance with
established procedures. ;

From tine to time, new enlisted and officer personnel were assigned to
the station. As a net resuli, we received two Medical. Officers, one pharmacy
technician, one laboratory technician, one dental teachnician, an x-ray tech-
nician, two (2) drivers, one clerk, one deniel officers, and one medical
technician. :

During September 1944, the 259th ilcdical Dispensary Aviation (RS), was
activated at this station. At the same time, thore was a change in the Table
of Organization for the Ledical Section of the Headquarters Detachment and the
Squadrons of the Bombardment Oroup, This required a reshuffling of the medical
personnel with regerd to thoir organizational assignment, although, of course,
little fr no change was made in their duty assignnents,

regards personnel matiers in general, it is felt that considereble
suceess has been sccured in the assigmment and placement of mon where they are
best suited, thus meking it possible to coordinate the various functions of the
medical service with a sesultsint meintenance of high standards of efficiency
and service.

ADINIS TRATIVE

The Sick Quarters stafi was organized along similar lines to those of a
Station Hospital, with various services and departmentss During the year, one
of these departments roceived tie comsendation of the Commanding Ceneral, 96th
Combat Ying; namely the Ambulance Department, S/Sgt. Edward Gudeker, 790th
Bomb Sq (:S, being tho Non-Commistioned Officer in charge. Captain John Re-
Munger, 790th Bomb Sg (H), the Cfficer in charges The administrative office
was organized to handle all reports and records reguired by pertinent directive:
a ledical Service, Surgical Service, Cut-Patiert Service, Laboratory Service;
and various other such serviccs wore glso se. up with a view %o obtaining and
maintaining a high calibre of servicc.

Under Captain Robert P. Collins, 791lst Bomb Sq (H), as Medical Supply
Officer, a concerted effort was made to obtain the nocessary expendable and
non-expendable supplies, '"ith the help of Corporal liles of the H.A.F., wo
drew the remainder of the basic issue of the RAF cquipment. Requisitions for
the imerdican items were submitted immudistoly to the iledical Supply Officer at
the 3rd Strategic ~ir Depot, or to the .urgeion, 8th alr Forece Service Command.
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Soon after the arrival of the group, the T/8A ecuipment, organizational and
individual was reccived. Later during the year, when the Table of Equipment
for the Croup was revised, steps werc takon to obtain the new items of equip-
ment authorized., At the closc of the year, it can be stated that a monthly
supply level of expendeble items is being mainteined, and that the stock levels
of non-expendable items is satisfactory.

GENERAL MEDICAL PROPLENS:

During the operational puriod of this Group, relatively fow battle
sasualtics have becn handled. Our upper respiratory ratc has, at no time been
excessive. The admission rate has been low, and the non-effective rate an
average of ten throughout the yoars The Vonereal disease rate computed monthly
has not been excessive and we have had = total of ninety cases for the year.
Although our injury ratc has becn relatively high, we have had very few cases
which resulted in rartial or tot:l permanent disability. To assist in the
diagnosis of certain types of disesnscs, we' have estoblished a small clinical
laboratory with two laboratory techmicians, one of whom is a graduate of tho
laboratory school at the Lawson Coneral Hospital, Atlenta, Georgiae In this
laboratory, we arc able to do most of the minor work indicated for such
pathological conditions as genorriica, ctc.

UISCELLANEOUS:

Early in the yesr, a Stetion Delensc Flan was drawn up, and constant
drills have demonstrat.d the proficiency of the ledical Jervice, An outline
for the standing operational procadure for the care of casualtics was also
formulated and is the basis for crash line routine and evacuation of casualties

Actual exporience in operation undor field conditions wes obtained by the
Medical Seetion during Scpterber when the Croup was cngaged in Alr Transport
work from England to the Contincnt.

Together with this short rosume of the cetivities of the Medical Section
at this station, there are included some photographs of offices, wards, clinics
and personnel herc. 7

In general, at the close of the calender year 1944, one 1s compelled to
note the officient manner in which the Jledicnl Section set about the tasks
which were assigned to it, namely to cstablish in as short a time as possible
and maintain at high opcrational standards, n medical service which would meet
the exigiencics of the iir Force at this particular station. The experience
goined during the past year has given us confidence in our capacity to meect
any conceivable cmergency during the coming months.
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19. Communications Section.
¥ajor Wayne W. Woodward, Communicaticns Officer.

With the arrival of the 467th Babardnent Group (l) in Ingland, the Com-
munications Section of this Croup was confronted wit h the problem of reorgan-
ization. Undsr the lsadership of Capt. Wayne ¥W. Voodward, Group Gommunications
Officer, the task weas quickly and efficiently accomplished, and the section
was in conplete readiness wlen the Croup became operational.

For a period of spproximately one month during the year, Captain Woodward
was on detached service at Hg., 96th Combat Bombardment Wing, where he aclad
as ¥ing Communicatiais Officer during the tunoore.ry absence of Lajor Hernandez.
The Group Signal Supply Officer, Captain A. . Wood was cazlled upon to act as
Communications Ofiicer during the interval and dispatched his duties in a
creditable manner. It was during this period that the section head received
his majority, and he returnsd to his duties with the Croup as Major oodward.

Fiith the four squedrons combining their efforts as Group Communications,
the section was arganized as follows:

Station Communications Officer: Lt. H. H. Kahn

Training ami Briefing Officer: Lt. R. E. Endress

Radio #alntenance Officer: Lt. Cleo Jones

Cryptogrephic Section: Lts. F. J. Hrber and D. F. Byers.

The Station 4aintenance Section {mound radio and lard line communica=—
tions) was charged with prowiding and mintaining sdequate telephore service
throughout the base, using both U.S. Signal Corps and G.F.0. equipment. The
G.P.0. held the responsibility for =all telephone cable work.

One of the grestest sources of trouble encowtercd was the field uire
installations in sections where overiicad wires were prolibited. These wires
were constantly exposed to a preat amount of dampness, and were continually
being cut by grass cutters and vehicles, but the liresmen persevered, and
service was hindered very littls by these troubles.

The switchboard, overburdened by twice as many phones as the board held
accommodations for, has been manned by a staff of operators who deserve some
special mention here for their putience and diligence umier somewhat strained
circumstances at times.

The teleprinter department was in opsration when the group arrived, using
British ecuipment. A short time after owr arrival this ecuipsent was replaced
by U.S. Signal Corps coulpment, including a machire salled a "re-perforator
and transmitter", which facilitated the sending of long and complicated out-
gping messages, and also the mceording of length incoming gossages for dupli-
cating purposes.

The VHF/DF station has been in operation eighteen hours per day, and
during certain periods, continuous twenty-four hour watches were maintained.
In lilcc manne r the Ground Radio Station has been held in readiness for any
eme rgency and has monitored all missicons flown by this Group.

During the month of Xay, 1944, the 782th Squadron le £t the Group, taking
with it the officer in charge of Station Commundeations and some of the enlist-
ed perscnnel, The vacancy left by Lt. Xehn was ably filled a short time later
by Lt. J. G. Gable, a Signal Corps officer.

With the extensive program inaugurated in the Communications training and
briefing section, it was necessary to add the scrvices of another officers
Lt. Marshall Davis, Signal Corps officcr of the T4th Station Complcment
Sguadron was assigned o the section.

A study of the methods used in Communicstions traiming at other ficlds in
the Eighth Air Force, soon led to an expanded ;rogram requiring the addition
of another room in the training school snd the installation of six Harwell
Trainers. Appro.im toly one hundral radic operators on active service are kept
constantly in touch with tiz latest opurating informetion and have their codg
and blinkor spoeds maintainced at thedir required high level.

The 467th Group led the 96th Combal Wing in the numbur of hours of in-
struction for ten months out of the yoar. Complete and up=-to-date records of

cach individusl conbat radio oparator arc kept in the improvc.-d filing system
at tho schocl of fice. It is undoubtedly 2 fact that the training program has
becn responsidlc for our radio operators' holding the best porformance record
of the YWing.
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For a period of a few weeks during the year, some of the instructors from
the school were dispatched to France, where they operated a ground radic sta-
tion in connection with Wing operations.

The senior officer of the section, Le. Emiress, of the 790th Squadron,
was advanced to first lieutenant and in due time again to the rank of captain.

The organization of Radio lainenance on a Croup-wide basis was initiated
while the 467th was urdergoing its final training at Vendover Field, Utah. The
idea of working as a Croup and not as squadrons was a novel one which entailed
some difficulty. Chiefly, this was the working out of a special organization
chart for the section cambining the rmen assigned from the four squadrons acco:d-
ing to the Squadron T/0. This chart envisaged thesetting up of separate maine
tenance and inspection sub-sections. ;

‘A system of rotatable shifts was established, and each of the four sec-

tion chiefs assumed the responsibility of supervising the whole section on
one shift. An inspector was attached to each shift and given a schedule of
ships to check each night. Alsc, one man from each squadron was designated
line chief for the purpose of expediting the work of his squadron and being
responsible for the condition of his ships at the end of each work period.
The rest of the mechanics were divided among the shifts and constituted a pool
from which the line chiefs could draw men as needed. “xperience at 'lendover has
shown that eventually the men tend to work on a squadron basis and any attempt
to enforce a Group-wide basis resuits in proving this fact.

A short time after arriving overseas, the organization in effect at Wend-
over proved to be inapplicabls. Several changes were made among which were the
abolition of the inspection section and the organization of a separate VHF
section. The men worked primarily on a sguadron basis out of a common radio
shop. a

Eventually the nsed for greater cooperation among the four squadrons
became apparent, and shortly after the New Year a new organization was insti-
tuted. This one differed primerily in establishing the responsibility of the
section chiefs for the supervision of Croup Radio iMaintenance on a shift basis,
one section chief serving as general supervisor of maintenance and school
activities. The actual work on the line being accomplished on a sguadron basis.
This organization differs from tre cthers in that the natural inclination of
the men to work as squadrons is recognized while at the same time responsi-
bility for coordinating the work twenty-four hours a day is established.

The actual work of the section consisted of the following: :

1. Pre-flighting, which might better be termed as preventive
Mai ntemance.

2. Day maintenance, which is concerned with the repair of radio
equipment in the plane and claaring the Form 1lA.

3. Modifications to existing equipmont and the installation of
new equipment as dirccted by Group and higher headquarters.

The Signal Supply Department has irdeed earncd recognition for thedr
services, performed under the direction of Lt. A. V. Wood, 789th B. Squadron.
It was necessary for this department to anticipate, as far as possible, the
meeds of all the sub-scctions of Group Communications and to produce new :
equipment and parts when called for. This entailed closc cooperation with the
British as well as the U.S. Signal Supply sources in the whole of England.
With the frecuent modifications and new developments in radio and radar, the
department was continually on the alert to zect demards. In August 1944, the
Sigml Supply Officer, A. M. Wood, was promoted to the grade of captain.

Located in a remote corner of thoe Operations Block, is .the Cryptographic
Section. To the average porson on the baso its location is unknown, and the
reason that very few pcople are awaro of its existence is because of the
mcessary socrecy invelved in the work. The strict sccurity moasures have not
permdtted the resilts of its labors to be publicized in thc dovelopment and
organization of the Groupls first yecar of operations. .

Upon arrival at the base, syon thoe persoancl who were to become an in-
tegrap part of this small but efficiont group were unawarc of the vast dmount
of work which must be accomplished and furthermore of what the work consisted.

SECRET



¢ C

SECRE

3

The information in the Statcs was so scanty and secret that it was almost a
mysteryl It was nccessary thurefore to work and fashion our future work on
what they werc doing along with any changes which we could see that would be
of a more advantageous mature. This survey proved thet there was far more to
be accomplished than was visualized upon our arrival. The fact was that the
departmental duties were no longer of a cryptographic naturc only but had
defcloped into a signals security depertmont having entirc responsibility of
all signals information to b¢ used by our airmmen on all types of missions. It
was at that time that we realized a consolidated form must be developed to
transmit this signals information to the crews manning the planes.

After much research uwder the supervision of Lt. F. J. Hribar, Signals
Sceurity Ofiicer, and 4t. D. F. Byers, Cryptographic Security Officer, and a
staff of fourtcen enlisted men under the section head, S5/Sgt Nicholas J. Seif-
ert, a flimsy was developed that was thought suitable to convey all of the
available information to our zirmen. Today one would lardly rocognize this as
being the same information that was originally issucd to our combat crews, for
it hes undergne a vast number of changes, both in the information contained
and the manngr of asscmbly. It has proven itself, howover, and the information
has carricd our aimen successfully over France, Belgium, Holland and Germany,
as well as those well-known practice missions over Great Britain. It has
furnished our crows with the dosired radio navigational and comaunications
information so cssential to wcll organized tactical opcrations.

It is only proper to montion the fact that in May 1944, we had quite an
upset in our organization, wixn suddenly spproximately onc~{fourth of our
personnel were transforred to another comeiand, with the former 788th Squadron.
It was only though couplcte cooperation of all p. rsomnel that our work was
kept entircly up-to-date, although many nights the escgular working force of
four men was reduccd to two, who carricd on with ncver so much as onc word
spoken in the way of a "gripe". Tho arrival of the prosent 788th Bomb.
Squadron relicv.d the situation to a great cxtent, however.

This was not thc only time our force was called upon to work under
trying corditions. It may be readily recalled that during our "Trucking"
operations a group of our mon were requisitioned to cstablish and maintain a
Sigmals Security and Cryptographic scction on the Continent. On othor occa=-
sions we have boen called upon to supfly personnel for front line work, where
they holped relieve the mressing situation in 'the fiold. Nover at any time
has this interfered with the constant drain on personnel for squadron detail.

With this brief resume of our first year of operations, it may well be
said that although therc is a small, inconspicuous room in the Ops Block,
which very few people know oxist, the unceasing amount of work accomplished
there is the very pulse of the Basc Operational Communications.

20. Radar Section.

Captain Gordon F. Tucker, Radar Officer.
T/Sgt Ralph E. Treadway, Scction Chief,

The Radar Scction arrived at Rackheath with a nucleus of sixteen mechan-
ics and omc of ficer. The mechanics, out of school many months, had been on
duty assignmonts not remotoly concerncd with radar. Training and refresher
instruction were a prerequisitc for these men who had received intensive in-
struction in tho thoories of radar but with a dearth of mractical application.
Experienced mochanics assigned to this group from units overscas several years
supplied mental food for these men, all so willirg to learn. Classes and lec=
tures were commonplace in the radar shop; technical orders, notes and circuit
diagrams werc available at all times; as many mcn as ocould be releascd at any
one time were sent to schools for instruction in radar navigational aids. Two
Signal Corps mechanics assipgned previous to the arrival of the Group to super-
vise installation of radar shop utilitius and yowcr systems, took an active
interest in disseminating their knowlcdge of third and fourth cchelon main-
tenance.

Radar, shrouded wi th secrecy, recuired salesmanship; first, to correct
urronecus opinions, and secondly, to oricnt the group in its principles and cver-
ircreasing applications.
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July marked the advent of a long-amaited table of organization; the recogni-
tion of the expansion of radar to a field which required specialists in
each of verious types of equipment; realization that no longer could each
mechanmic be thoroughly experienced in all types.

In the imtervening months, supply shortages were ameliorated; mechanics
were gaining invaluable knowledge through experience and service schools,
and the types of equipment maintained increased slarly. "“Tinfoil specialists®
and "Chiefs of Chaff®, the familiar titles applied to the section, rapidly
became a legerd.

The section is now composed of fifty-nine enlisted men and four officers,
each enlisted man having attended an average of three schools here in England,
each officer having attended an average of six electronics schools in the
army. Maintenance responsibilities have increzased to include two types of
precision-bombing radar, absclute altimeters, navigational aids, radar counter-—
measures and identification ecuimments. Froblems encountered in maintenance
have been overcome by brilliant amalysis and experiment. Shop test equipment
has been improvised and an interest in improvement and mcdification is nur-
tured bv the realization of radar's infancy.

= The various subséctions of radar have undergone an expansion similar to
that of the parent organization. In each case growth was rapid due to the
eagerness of officers and enlisted men to learn and to put into practice what
they had learned.

The first H2X aircraft were dispatched the 3rd of October. Through the
Lth of February the idckey section, wder supervision of Lt. Stanley W. Dilley,
di spatched 124 H2X aircraft. OF these 91.94% were suitsble for bombing at the
target.

Lt.. William B. Cofield, on detached service to the 36th Bombardment
Squadron since the 23 A\gust, has cstablished a school for training of radar
counter-measures operators of the Second Air Division. Successful organiza=-
tion and training have resulted in expansion of the school to acccmmodate
operators for the entire Eighth Air Force,

Lt. Marshall E. Deutsch, Hadar Counter-measures Officer, served with the
Operational Research Section of the Eighth Air Force for three months. During
this time he assisted in organizing piecemeal reports of enemy radar activi=-
ties, trends and effect of counter-mcasures. These have roved an invaluable
aid for plaming radar counter-measurcs tactics. The first carpet~blinker-
equipped aircraft from this group were dispatched the 23rd of Uctober. The
program consprises seven aircraft and seventeen operators who have flown an
aggregate of 151 carpet-blinker sorties. Two of these operators were killed
in action.

Introduction of Cee-~H and trainring of operstors and mechanics has pro-
vided another method of precision bombing by radar. The Radar Training Depart-
ment, maintained for eleven months, provided arientation for all crews and
trained navigators for Gee navigation. The latest supplement has been the
installation of Loran to train navigators for the transition from Gee. Loran,
with its added complexities, has tie advantage of increased range.

21, Photo Section

Capt. Calvin F. Horn, Photo Officer.
T/Sgt Hugh Larkin, Section Chicf. X

During the first year of operational photography, the photo section has
endeavordd tc secwre photographs not only to satisfy a camera-conscious group
but also a photography-minded Air Force. The most important job of the Photo
Section has been sccuring photographic coverage on operational missions.
During the year the Photo Section has covered the bombing of the 467th Bomb.
Group with a total of over 1500 successful camera sorties. The Photo Section
up to 7 February 1945 had 945 successful vertical camera sorties, 110 success=-
ful HX sorties, and 405 oblique sorties. Approximately 81,600 photographs
were printed from these sorties, The Scction has twice received commendations
on camera Coverage.
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The Miret commerdation was frvm the $6th Ting Comaarder, Srigadier
Gereral 'falter R. Peck, dated 11 Aumust 17.4: "The ,67th Sozbardment Group
(H) led the 2nd Bonbordnent Division in comera sorties with the outstanding
achievement of 987 successfnl strike photo coversge. This accomplishment
reflects great credit of tie Pholo Jection and the efficiency of the Group
in maintaining the céseras and other ewmijment in excellent operating con-
dition,! o, Mjn
The Comanding General of the Second Adr Jivision, Major General V1. E.
Kepner, on the 15th of October 194k cormended the 467th Bambardnent Group:
"During the period of July, August snd Septenber ST of the camere fortles
periormed b, the 487¢h Zosberduent “youp were sucsessfule Tois enviable
record is indicative of the hi h state of efficiency and organization of your
photographic section and wndoubiedly represanis a subctantial contribution
to the improvemant of ¥our orerationnl efiisiency during this veriods I com-
ment the of ficers end ren v hose initiativs, energy and techniesl ability
wers Pesponsible for tie outstanding rooulls acidsved."

Two enlisted men in the -hoto Jecltion bave recalved tie Bronze Star for
meritorious achievaent, Tech Jargeant faz Larkin end Staff Sergeant John
L. Farphame Sct. Lariding les bew Phote Section head eince the Group became
operational. Spt Famhan has bean resronsille for the installation and repair
of cameras. . : !

There a:e sever:sl camera moosiicaticns .dovised b the Section which are
nov SOP with photo scctions in the Seevnl 4lr Division. One is a camera hateh
skirt which prevents cold air irom cntering the airplane because of the
camera opening ami also rrevants a gwuer Irum placing scaething in front
of te camera eye. AlSo, a boab bey swltch connecting the bamb, which auto-
matically starte the camers uhen the boubs are relecased, is generally veed,
One worthwhile modificstion is a aderophone switch in the majazine of K-22
cameras wideh automatically shuts the camera off after the desired number
of photos have been taliens In 21l mocifications the Pieto Section has striven
to relieve the craw mombers of casera respondibility. Tith the sodifications
now in uss the bombing camerae vwork conplotely atomatically with no crew
menber having to start or stop the camorsas. :

* 1In addition to tiie operstional ghotography, the Fhoto Section has worked
in trainding erews. Tie Sectlon listalls sore cemeras for carera-bonbing in
Englard than are inetalled on operational missions. Every important industrial
targst in this section of Eusland iee boen camera~bonbed. -

" The photo lsbbratory has atluwzpted to be more then an acrial photo lab-
oratory this first year in the E10. Photogra hs of nearby scanes, historical
lendmarke in £ngland, shote of Scotlard, and Ilreland have taken. Fhotographs
of borb danage for the Commending fenernl iave bean taken by the photo
personnel in Frence and Delgium, Jany of hosc photographs hmve been returned
to the States by higher headquerters for pulication. During svand-dovin days
portraits and cnlargaseils i=ve boen smdo. R

22, Bngincering Section.

Kaj. Walter Re Giesecke, Tuginoorias Ufficor.
S/Sgt thilip D. Moore, Chiaf Clerk.

The fuiiction of the Engincering Section of -a bomb group consists of
maintaining airplance for operational fligits and treining flights. Various
problems that are encountered in trie function are oo ordination of all
sections holping maintain e aireralt, sclecting the most cfiicient porsonnel
to read crews, and coonlnetion of the ¥ngincering Section with cther function:
of the basc.

Difficultius thet feve bech uwowdercd in ths earlicr part of oporations
have tho most rert buon cowntoracicd. These dificultics wore primarily
those resulting froa lack or coordination. Experience has taught the ion
working on the airplenes how to hendls trylng situations with little excessive
effort. More officicnt orgmization has played an importent part in malking -
engincering work succossful. Statistics ehav thal the LE&TEh Sombarduent Group
Engincering Soction is one oi the bost in the 2nd Lxr Division. '
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Capt. Walter R. Glesecke Lecime Group Fnsineering Officer in'lay 19L4,
replacing-lst Lt. Russell B, Tdmond, viho wes transferred to'another organiz—
ation. Squadron Engineering Ofﬁ.csr' are: 1st i, Albart S. Ashmead, 788bh
Bombe. Sqdne; let Lt. Edward L, Kama, 789t Bomb, Sadne; Cepte. Charles F, *
T&Vlor 90th Borb « badn., and Cw:bpto ter neth Re I].CM!, 7918t Bozid s SOdno
Capt. ETeinman is the only en"ineoru"- oificer atill in t!.e organdz :ation
that came overseas with the Group.

Records that have teen estehlicied by maintenance parspnncl include one
airerait that hes completed 104 consocutive combat migsions to date without
retarning early for either mechaidcel or persomnel fallure. Thie record is
an all-time ETO record for D=2} eirvlanes. k/S-t Joceph Ramirez of the 790th
Borbs Scdn. ie the chrew Chied of the airplane, "“tcherait" and has been
awarded the Brongze Star with Oalt Leaf Cluster.

Other all-time ET0 records estolllshed by the reintensnce sections in-
clude dispatching sixty-one agircraft on a single misalon, The sixtyv-first
airplane was the asse_bl,' ship, "Pete the POL Inspector," wihich flew over
the target loaded w:!.t. rba s.;d araed with only one carb:.:'e. She laid her
eggs on the target with the rest of the formetion. During the month of Decem-
ber, this Group new connbat miselons cn oleven consccutive daye to esteblish
a record for consccutive missloir in the morgh of Decanber. Expert mainten-
ance mas a contridbutory factor in te cstavlisinomt of these records.

The hizh standard of cwr eng’ .-.cx. ng'section is proved by the number of
Bronze Stars that inve been awarde! usintenancs porsoanel for the outstanding
work that they have accomplizhede. Bronze Sters have been awarded the following
personnel: Capt. "elter R. Giecsscke, (roup Engincering Officer; ¥/Seta. Cecil
D. King, Barry J. "ialker, Liis Chiels; Sauel Emson, Jr., Hubart C. Burke, !
“me T. Bames, Jre, Joseph Re Ramirez (with cluster), "ms D, Connor, Clarence
D oolt, dadison L, Dicr.crsm, #iton Ge ".o.bC!', Lc%y Cock, Yms H. Svatts,
Jack D. Stratton, Wayne G, Jouri“om, Jo Cu Blackiord, Rober‘b J. Pinter, Fieel
Je Fearson, Roy B. Kirkpatrick, Crow Chiofs.

.23«  Sombtardiers Scction.
Captain "{1liam C, Tvans, CGroup Dombardier.

The Lombardicrs of the ALGTth lorborcm-nt Oroup laft the shores of the U,S.
in February 1944 for oversaas ..utv with 2 deterained effort to ac}'deve the °*
highest standards in the rrt of o uiS*Oﬂ borbing,

During the phase training et endover Field, Utah, the the Group ".omba.rdier'
was Lt. John Low, who qndoavor:.-d t.o impress upon the mdinds of the boubardiors
the important tasks widch lay belore thems %Lhe scundron boubardicrs at that
tire ware as followg: 78&th Lbt. Pouy 7¢9¢h Copt Sefler; 790th Capt Cedergren,
T91st Capt Cerringer.

- After numerous practice missions at Rackheath the Group was declared”
oporationa.l on Aprdl 10, 1944. During the first missions it was quite evidont
that the bombing of the LE6TtL durinitely necded some improvemerds On one of
the carly missions the Op loumbardier, Lt. Johr Low was listed as missing (after
a year of missing he s now in the statee) and Lt, Dolan, 790th Bombardior
becsms the Group Bombardicre. Jlso at this tire the ordginal 78cth Sqdn was
transferrcd from tiv 487th to a Composite 8 AF Croup and a nem squadrdn joined
the Croup using the previous 78°th desigmtions The sguadron bombardier of
the sguadron weas Capt Alexander.

Lt. Dolan served as Croup bonbarcicr for a few wodks :md nas replaced by
Capte Gerringer, who later was scnt to 96th Ming. Duriny Capt. Oerringer!s
tour as Group bomberdicr all «fforts wers made to iuprove the technique of
bombing and to elevate it to ¢ higher stendard. It was at this time that the
bombing began to bo of a much hig, er calibre, Upon leeving for 96th CENW Capt.
Gorringer was replaced by Capte Bvenss At tio preseont tisze we f£ind the follow-
ing individucls scrving as spulren borbarciore: 788th Lt. Hards, 789th Capte
Rhoads, 790th Lt. Zrown, 791st Lt Lendors. ,

. The bomberdiors not only sorvod in thu e .pa*it;r ag a bombdrdier but meny
attended a DR navigntion school conductud by the Group Havigation and assumed
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From 12 larch to the first opuraiosal mission on 10 April 1944, an
intensc poriod of training in the lozding of ireraft cnsucd. This weas dore,
not to teach Ordnance ren how o load bombe — thoey know that from their long
expericnce - but ratior to allow than to beccme coordinated in tho loading of
aireraft on a largor operational scale, since it wae decided that Ordnance
would deliver, load, and fuze bombs = a digroseion from the standard Ordnance
function, wherein thoy only delivered and fuzed tic bombs.

In addition to this training, key men from each scetion were sent to
bases already operational to study acccpted mothods ard bg goncrally indoc-
trinsted in the scrvice oxpectod fraa Ordnance in this thoator. At thuse
basos, men leerned hor to doublc and triple load bombe - & method horctofore
entirely new to thume They loarned that by loading this way the pay load of
a B2) could b doublod,

In this pre-orirational preparation, much croclt metd bo given to the
14516t 0.S. ard M. Co. and to the 862nd Chomical Co. Thwse two organizations
offored #illingly the knowledge of ticir cxporicncs in anticipating potential
problems and firdi ng solutions shorefors Beyond a doubt, the smoothness of
subsequent operations can be attrituted in pert to the help of these organiz-
ations. The Chemical Company holpea slso by sugmenting the reawower of the
Ordnance scetions by operationdly sssigning mon froam inat company to assist
in the loading of =1l typos of muiitionse.

2300 hours, 9 Arril 194k, vas a mamorable timc for the group. It was at
this time that Ordnance rcceived the infomestion for th loading of aircraflt
for the Group's first cperaiional rdscions It wes at this time that Ordnance
was inform.d to lond cight 1000-pound tombs on cach of 38 aircraft in time
for take=orff at 1100 howrs the follaring moraings This was going to be a cinche
Hovever, it dida't remain a "elrc K" very longe Three hours after rocedving
the initial loading, thu bomb losad was changed from cdgnt to six and the time
of tako-off from 1100 to 0600 hourse It was & rush job, but the "pomb Jockeys”
were ocual to the taske

The Ordnance personncl of the 467th arc well fwtified in foecling proud
of thuir efforts on this firot idssion. It was at the coerplstion of the
mission that Col. Shover infarmd Ordnance tlat thoe W6Tth was tha only gourp
in the '‘ing to be able to take of £ on tim by raving the planss loaded on
time - a feather in tho Ordnance cap, sirgec tac other groups in the Wing were
already oporationals

As missions accumulated, the Urdrarco sectdons bucame mOry closely knit
and more cfficicnt to the polnt thst thoy feel guite safe in thedr ability to
meet any bomb loading requirerent on time. In fact, in aluwost 200 uissions,
no aircraft ras cver failcd to muwt a formition bocausce of failure in bomb
loadings Also in this puriod there bave been many times tmt planes had to
be loaded with but a minimum advance notice. One mission was loaded in as
little as two end a half howrs. In such cascs, Ammement, Zagincering and
combat crows also rallied to the job by ielping load afrerafl so that the
L6Tth could get of f on timCe g

In May of 1944 the TE6th Dod e Squadron it the Croupe Still flying in
most cases as many sircraftas before, tie three romadning Ordnanco sections
lasded aireraft for three missions on the samc day.

In August the Groud was onlarged when the 859th Boubs Sguadron of the
L92nd Bomb. Group joined the 467th and werc redesignated the 70Cth Bomb.
Squadron. The ncw Ordrance Cfficor, Lts Bakor, breught wdth him an sxporicnced
soction which in vory short time became coordinated with the Croups. They have
been so much a part of the A67th since that one feels as if they had always
boen with use

The fact that Ordrence may be ealled upon to perform any task was
exemp)ificd in September 1944, when the (roup wgpucked" more than $00,000
gallons of 80-octanc fusl to the Corsinent for the use of the armics. For this
special work, Urdnance was glven th. rosponsibility of sssuring thet therc -
was sufficient gasolone on tho station. Ordranco personncl also transforred
the fluel from British lorrics irnto refucling trailors for delivery to tho
plan:s. Ordrence personnel z1s0 workea rend-in-hand with the Engincering
sections to help in tho refuwoling of aircroaft during this reriode

Ancthor rosponsioi ity foruign to bonb loading glven t.o Ordnance is that
of assuring that sufficicnt flak conlrmont is nwailsble for uso by the combab
crews, They must deliver the flal sults to tho planes end must elso meintadn
flak couipmunt e
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Subsequent missions were loaded, flown, recalled, or scrubbed as the
situation required. The work remained normal and ureventful until the 23rd.
of December, It was on the might of that day that "oomb %ockeye" loaded not
only all operational alrcraft, but all flyable aircraft (even the assembly
ship) for the Greup to rut up the largest effort (61 gdreralt) ever dispatched
by any group in the division.

For statistical purposas, "vordb Jockeys" have loadod app wetely
22,000 tons of bombs and incerdisries for the completdon of over 200 missions.
In comparison to the tonnage of horbs dropred, this figure irdicates that
two tons of tomhs were loa.ded Tor ‘every ton of vorbs dropped on the enemye
Yany tons loaded had to be z2zain unlosded because of scrubbed misslions, but
revertheless it is indicative of tle wont done. Of course, in addition to
this work, Ordnarce men were suvject to IP, cement details, guard duty, and
all other dutails inwvolved in the apa“ati'on of a base., A\ new problem now
enters since the Urdnance sections have loci an averzme of one seventh of their
strength to the infantry.

In the perfomarnce of their duty the following -ern,..nce men have been
avarded certificates for seritorious achievement:

T/5it Smith and Sgb I'srnson of the 76€th Howb. Sguadron.
T/5:t Cross and 5/37% Drerman of the 780th Dorb. Squadron.
T/Sgt OfConnor of the 79lst Docb. Syuadron,

In summation, there is no douwst that the Urdnance '"boub jockeys! have
played and will continue to do =0, a vital rcle in the overall success-of a
group such as ours. Wienever a tob had to be ome, Ordname was fthere to do
its best.

26. Grouy Amament Section.
Capt. Rebert }i. Peters, Group Arvédment Officer.

Shortly after arriving in the E1C this departuent rade several visits
to other groups to obtain ideas on operaiion and to zvoid as sarny of the
pitfalls of & new group as poe-ible. Traiming of melutenance personnel had
Just begun instead of being finished. It was arranged with ssveral veteran
groups for - represerbrtives of ¢ ach squadron .ma.:ncnt gectlion to spend a woek .
with them to gain operatiocnal eiperdence, Treising in new equipment and- re-
freshr,r courses for maintenarse rersomel hes toen o contiauous process . since
that ¢

From t.hc very first conbat rdesion amanmcnt s rover yrevented a mie-
sion from tdiing off on time, Numorous nddifications lawe boen accomplished
which Dave siapliffi od and liproved the cowipent both {roz the maintenance
stardpoimt as well as from the combat cruw standpointe Cne of the outstanding
modificaticns came from Corporal Coyte of tle 798Lh Scuscdron, who developed.

a now methiad of loading 3,000-pound rombs wiiich savas over five mndred '
man~hours of work for sich rissions aud which has been adapted by the 2rd

adr Division. This group Mas seinbelned an averags of less.than one mechan=—
ical ar::ament.) malfunction per miesions'T/Spt O'Sricn of the T80th ‘Squadron
developed, an adapteor for the =9 solencid which is superior to any yet deval-
oped. 8/Spt Arderson of the 779th Souudron las contributcd many cxcallent sug=
gostions and idcas, mriting a Grou, citation. 8/5zt le Baron of the 791st
Souadron achisved a superior depr:c of naintenarce 'hy rl d.cuy cnforeing a
policy of proventive maintonance. uonpl.,tu turrcts have boen installod ovor—
night to mic airplencs availabls for the ncxt dw': mission,

Lt. Broeker and Lt. Lipele'are now oificors in tle squedronss T/Szt Bohme
recontly took over the section chisfls job in the 79lst. The new 760th Squad-
ron has sct an enviable rccord since its arrival. The Group Turyet and Ama-
ment Supply Shop, vhich is mannod by sguadrens and Swb=Depot personncl, has
rendercd < roat service to the sruadrdns. The Dombsight and Auto-Pilot Shops.
have had to change over comrlotely frem Sperry to Borden equipment and are
now working lard w retain the vaintonsnce and combat porsonnols At prosent
they are cquipping & link trainoe with C-1 Auto~Pilot and formation stick in
addition to a mew mocle-upe
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the role of OR navigator on variouv CYCIG o

During the last yearat fcckhenth in which 200 mission were recorded, the
bombardiers have dropped ap,,ro.:u._te...y 12,448 tons of bombs on encay targeta
and installations. 1t has beecn ard will boe the determdned effort of the
Group ard Squadron bombairdiers to acideve the highest possible standard of
bombing until victery is achieved.
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2ke Weather Section.
Capt. Roy Cs Lindstrom, '"eath.r Oificer.

The inner workings of the "icilimmaker's Department™, as it is fondly
called by the combat crews, is in reclity a minor mystery on this Meld, It
can be safely stated that fever than twenty-five parcert of the persoanel of
Rackheath are aware that the 1Eth 'fcather Sguadron melntains a small but
hardmorking detachment heres In tuo map-lined rome in the lowver floor of the
control tower they meintein a twenty-four hour vigll aond supply ell using
organizations with the latest westher observations anml forccastse

Before the L&7th Bomb. Croup arrived, on 2 Larch 194k to be exact, one
officer, two enlisted forv astors and five obssrvers bogan a program of build-
ing and screunging around vhich resultoed in & well-ecuipped weather station
where but a short tizec before werc bare walls. Zach of these men had been in
the ET0 for from thrce to & x menths and were fully co nizant of the vagaries
of the Erglish climcte. Thus %oy wére able te indoctrinate the crews when
they began to arrive thc Dipect weck In Arrdl, so that they could start their
training flights thexreaftcr. "ha e Soys went out on thicdr first operaticnal
mission on 19 April, they reburned with notlrine but praisc for the fime weathe:
forccast they Mmd received. Simee that date, weather training for combat crews
has been Just one of the meny servicey rovided by this office. These weather
lecturcs mve naturally undorgone narg clisnges and refinements until today
they form an irtegrel gmrt of the Lo\ al trairdng program of the Bomb. Grouce

The physical asyccts of the weatiin station leve likewise seen many
improvements and additions. Mow des''s, ne&p racks and even a doorway have been
designed and built with the charactoristic resourcefulness of weather mene
our streamlined officc is the prile and joy of the detachment because every
member thercof es contributcd sucthing to its construction.

Though all weather information 1s mcorded on the ground by various
instrume nts, tle boys cccasionally m imto the blue for additiomal data. The
forscasters fly a resularly schedulod weather ship for the Second Adr Division
and it% their job to fly thivugh ard report whatever tyre of weather they
ercourt or rogardicss of its scverity. Whis is ome flight that is rarely
scrubbed, 28 the success ol asscrbly for an orerctional ndssion may be depand=-
ent on these reports.

The final docision on weather for operationsl missicns rests with Eighth
Alr Force Feadeuarters, but foreeasts for all local practice and cross-
coutry nissions erc rade b the lorcoastor persomnel on this field. Sharing

equal responsibility snd honors for the accuracy of these forecasts are
Capt. Roy C. Lirdstrom, Group Tecthor Officer; Lt. Milliam F. Lytle, Station
Weathur Officer; Lt. Fenl J, Morchead, Asaistant Station “'scather Officer;
T/Sgt Edwin H. Horming; and 5/S:t Robert De Edelstoin. They are im casurably
aided in their fino mork by the obeervers, 5/Sszt ¥illiam R. Routh, Sgt Arthur
J. Pelander, Sgt Hugh W. llevin, Sct James Re Oard, Cpl Russell J. Evans, and
Cpl Edmund C. Albrecht, with St William Re Brovn doing a fino clerical job.

25+ Croup Ordnance Section.
Capt. FPaul E. Geske, Group Ordnance Officor.

Radchcathl New country, new eople, naw base, now cqouipment, and now
methods of operation = everythisg new but cxperisncc. Such was the situation
facing the Ordmree porsoncel of the 4&7th Bonb,. Group as they arrived at
Racichcath, England, 12 Earch 19i4. Lven the modc of transportation, bticycles,
was niw to many. Still, thc eoisoling facior in 211 this "nowncss" remained
the axperieonce of "old Crdnancemen, widech was probebly as high as could be
found in any 20w groule 2 .

., Upon their zprivel at fochlo-tl, the various Ordnance sections began .
immediately to ostablish th.rseivoe L8 o hute esslgned to them as shops.
This process iawived budlding benchos (wually with brick and portar), cutting
rew roads, laying coment, dnetalling 1Zzhting systems with borrowed gensrabors
" and generally sebting up hovackdepiag proparatory to their real Ordnance worke
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27+ Amcrican Red Cross.
My. Ralph E. Adams, Ficld Dircetor.

The Arerican Red Cross is cne of the oXkiest of Racklsath's institutions.
Red Cross service was livst brought to the rersonnel of Rackheath on 18
October 19.3, when lr. R. R. Adams, Field Dirsctor, reported here from the
3tates. At that ti.e the fad Cross physical plant was just being started,
and until it was possible for his office facilities to be available in the
Aero Club, he carried on his sctivites from an office in the Station Head-
qurters Building.

The Station at this time nad no Special -ervice Ufficer, ard these duties
were glso delegated to the Field Director b, the Commmiding Cfficer. Mr.
Adams procured movie projection ecuipment and set up a temporary base theater,
handled the distribution of ths "Stars and Stripes" newspaper, Set up a
ske leton library amd acted in z1l mattere concerhing the morale of the per-
sonnel of the Station. He relingu'shed lds Spesial Service duties when an
acting Specizl Servize Cffice was appeinted in the person of Lt. Wilson,
about the middle of llovamkber 19/3.

Tre physical plant assigned for the use of the .merican Red Cross as
an Aero Club is situated in the Conmunal Site and is one of the largest single
installations on the dasc. It is a combination of nissen huts, with a floor
area of over sixteen thousand scuare fect. It comprises a large snack-bar,
30x110 feet which, by the addition ol a couplete stage and special lighting
equipment furnished by Swecial Service, mekes it most adaptzble to all of
the larger base functions, such as USO siows and anlisted men's dances. The
installation also comprises a larse zames-room, lounge, library, writing-
room, kitchen, of fices and store-rooms. Lr. Adams persopally supervised the
adaptation of the building from the original plan to conform to the operat-
ing plan of the American Red Cross. Tie original plans were altered to include
fire-places in the lounge and library, Field ard Clut Directos' oifices in the
buildinez, new deeorating schemes and lincleum. Heavy draperios were also added
to make its interior as pleasant and home-lille as possible,

Cn 25 December 1943 the steff gquarters in the resr of the Aero Club had
been completed and lr. Adems and it. Vilson, acting Sueeial Service Ufficer,
moved their offices into this budlding. They remained therc until the fore
pi’rt of February 1944, at which time their of fices were soved into the Aero
Club.

On 16 February 1944 the Acro Clib wae officially oponed. 4 liey presen=
tation ceremuny and dance opened the building, at which time the koys were
turned over by Lt.-Colonel Creager, who was thern Comanding Officer of the
base, to the ranking of ficer of the L6T7LR Bomb. Group, Lt.-Colonel Herzberg,
who had arrived a few days rreviously with the advance party. Colonel
Herzberg in turn prescnted the kers, on behalf of tie Croup, to the ranking
Red Cross representative, ir. Adans, who then turncd them ovor to Sgt Robert
F. Holmling, representing the onlisted men of the Stations. The opening
cercmony was also attended Ly Hoad Office represcrtatives of the American
Red Cross, Miss Irenc Hoacock, Club Dircecter, and Mics Virginia Dowdell,
Staff Assistant.

Tiec Aerc Club was staffed, in addition to the Amcrican porsonnel, by
Mrs. E. Masterson, serving as Secretary-accountant, Mrs, Ronnic Riches as
Manageress, lirs. Gwendoline Fonton as head cook, with an understaif of some
thirty British civilians.

In the cnsuing months sany changes were made in personncl. Miss Heacock,
in ker capacity of Club Dircctor, was followed by Miss Jeanre Howarth who,
aftor two months at Rackhvath, was assigned to a 9th Adr Force unit moving
to the Continont. She was replaced by Miss Pary Haynsworth, who Spent about
three months at this Station, turnirng over iyr duties to Miss Helen Crum.

Miss Crua was followed by wizs Helen Tilber who, at this writing, is still in
charge of the dircetion of the Acro Club facilities. For mme timc after the
opening of the Club a shortarc in american porsonnel did not pormit the assign-
ment of a Staff Assistent. liiss Christine Homers, a Pritish girl, tock over
these duties and rarained in that position unti) she was rclicved by Miss
Winifred Hafele in Junc 1944. After idss Hafele departed for an assigmment in !
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France, Miss Ona Ready was assigned as Staff Assistant and is still acting
in this capacity.

One of the outstanding things to which soume not" ce should be given is
the splendid cooperation tetween tiie American Red Cross and the Special
Service ard Information Section on tlis Stition, headed by Lt. Rex Floyd.

By their complete cooperation, they have been able to foster a program that
has done much for the morale of all the Station personnel. iir. Adams states
that no commendation that he might male of Lt. Floyd and his office staff could
compensate for the assistance which they have given in promoting the activi-
ties of the Aero Club. One of the things that he feels should receive special
mention is the splendid dance band that has played for most of the Aero Club
dances with no remuneration exceprt the supplying of .2 few instruments to them
by the American Red Cross lsadcuarters.

Probably one of the most appreciated services randered by this institu-
tion to the flying personnel of this Station is the serving of food and hot
coffee to them after a long and leborious adr mission. It is a sight most wel-.
come to walk into the briefing room and, before the interrogation, be met
by an American girl and given a badly neoded sandwich and a hot drink, which
stave off hunger and arrest nerves.

This in brief is the listery of the American Red Cross at Rackheath.
Certainly the personnel of this Steltion must have an ever-present feeling
that this civilian institution represerting their folks at home have done
everything possible to make their existence at Rackheath more pleasant. No
matter whether they are in need of & train schedule, & reservation at a
Hed Cross Club, a package wrap.ed, some sewing or sending dore, a cup of
coffee and a sandwich after a mission, a loan o carry them over an emer—
gency, a problem, either rersonal or family, to present to someone with
urderstanding and the ability tc giyve proper advice and assistance, or a few
hours of relaxation at the Aero Club the American led Cross personnel are
always there, amdious end willing to holp.

28. Group Gunrery Department.
Cept. Anthony M. Valdez, Group Cunnery Cfficer.

When the 467th departed from Weadover, there was no Gunnery system in
extistence in the Group. Up to that tiz e, Armament sections were expegcted to
handle the project of supervising the use of all egquipment’ related to Gun—
nery, but their time was taken up b other tasks, amd their information did
not include the specialized material which gunners so vitally needed. They
were not directly connecied with flying, hence they could not appreciate the

problems of a flying crew mesber and they did no speck the same language.
While gunnery had passed through its infancy and was nor entering the "long
pants" staze, there was still the period referred to as the "problem child"
phase vhich hed to be taken iate consideration, Although still looked down
upon as the crphan of the operctional combination, it was now fully realized
that Gunnery formed an integral pert of the aerial cambat program. Its worth
had bzen proven in the carly days of the Eighth Air Force sza the "Clenched
Bist of Bomber Defense." Still, many contingents were of the belief that
Cunnery instruction given in Gumnery School and Fhase Training was adequate,
and there secemed to be no plausivle reason for dwelling on the idea of
further training. It remeined that gunners were apt to became rusty in the
utilization of their knowledge betneen the times of leaving the training
arca and arrivinz in a combat zone. There was no provision for "post graduate"
~ work once they reached an operational theater ‘md for the most part, keep-

ing abreast of improvements and medificetions in idoas and equipment was left
to tho initiztive of the individunl. Even t.ho.xgh the gunner had been in "the
class that won the Bible," results proved that if he tad no oceasion to keep
familiar with his turrct, his qins, or the correct application of gunnery
principlcs, he would, in time, Taccma slovcr and less effective in the execu-
ticn of his part in def..r.d.ng tie bomler formation. There was & definite need
. for additionzl trgining to increase ar supplamcnt the ability of the average
gunnor, and here the Eighth pionecred another outstanding "first" when, in
the early spring of 1944, a new system of such treining was inaugurated.
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The history of gunnery at Backheath dates Ifrom April of that year, when
1st Lt. Theodore G. Gerringer was appointed to the post of Cunnery Officer
of the LATth Group. Starting from scratch, Lt. Gerringer set about laying
the fourdation of ouwr present Gunnery Section. Through his efforts, this
station has access to pre of the better regulation stationary skeet ranges in
the area. Tre following month, Lt. Gerriuger (now Capt. Gerringer, 96th Com-
bat Wing Sosberdier) was relleved of his dities vertairing to gunnery in order
to accent an aprointment a3 Group Bembaydisr. He was succeeded by lst Lt.
Anthony M. Veldez, who had revicusly cccupied the position of Gunnery Officer
of the 79Qth S.usdrgn. At that time, there existed an acute lack of supplies
and materials recessary for the project, and the availability of trained
instructor personnel was sharply limited. The ensuing struggle to get things
in gear was an uphill battl. all the wave. The school of !mrd inocks had
nothing on Racihesth, and all torcerned soon learned the meahing of the word
timprovise®, Lt Valdez started nis career zs Group Gunnery Officer by adding
geveral new training devices. First in t'is series, was the addition of a -
dome tiurret trainer - a bullding employing four turrets and incopporating
a dual-projector, nction-pleture idea wideh provides {nstruction in turret
trackine, turret operation, anl xtra ‘nstruction in the various turrets -
used in the B2k airplane. Using tue dome system, it is possible for the -
.gunner to practice tracking settacking sircraft in much the same manner that -
he would in case of an actual fighter attack on his formstion. The film is
flashed on a large i@ndspherical screen, creating an effect similar to the
pursuit curve and relative speeds ol the fighter and bomber. The free gunnery:?
of "Jam Handy" trainer wes rext in succession and involved rost of the
retheds employed in the dome idea, except thot dumy tlexfble or hand=held
guns replaced the turrets. It is a simple matter to check tie ability of
each gunner in the exercising of sighting and position firing rules in either
of the tralners described. : .

Another eifective brainer waich has been set up under fhe supervision of
Lt. Valdez (na Cantain) was the mobile skeet renge. €onsisting of four © .
skeet trap houses, arrvanged along the rerimeter irack, and vith the use of ’
a standard weapons carrier, mcbile skeet allows the gunner to shoot at moving
targets while travelirg at sjeed up {o 30 miles per hour, This represents
more coaching in the use of deflectlons necessary in the accurate firing
of weapons from one meving platform Lo ancther, One more twist was given
the turret department wher turret treilers were brought into use. By mount-
ing standard turrete on bopb trailers, it woo rossible to allow the gunners
fully to acquaint themselves with the accepted mmnner -of installing, check-
ing and firing their guns in the gun positions they are to fly agzainst the
enemy, The fining-irn tutts, loceted noar ol 2 Hangar, were browzht inte play
at this point, eliminating the mesapity of flving sieciil check-out missions.

Now thet an efficient tralner progras waes in operation, u® cnly prob-
lem which remsined wnsolved waa the hortege of Tnsbructors. Heretofore,
_they were chosen fivm among the number of those wiho had finished their tour
of missions ard were awaiting shipment bauck to e Zone of Interior. The turn—
“over uder this arrangemont was the tousihest obstacle to overcome, since few
stayed mors than one or two monthss It cannot be danied that several of these
men proved to be coppetent and valuable instructors - 8/5zt Echrin Y. Brana-
man, T/Sgt Charles Harris S5/Sgt Jmes 4. Ozilvie, to name 4 few. Their
presert activities have shown thedr caliter - Sgt Bronwnan (now 2nd Lt. and
the Cunnery Oificer of The 79lst Scuadron) will scon complote speclial :
schooling in the Stgtes ard return to foin the Squadron with whlth e flew as
 an enlisted gunner. Sgt Marris hes met tne necessary rerulremenis leading to
& commission and 1s naw voriding as assistant to the Guanery Officer of the
. 789th Squadron - pending the paper work dnvolved necessary to meke him the
Gunnery Officer of fhat orgardization. Scb Ogilvie is gtill connected with
. Croup Gunnery as an instructor. Ancthor man who ic considered a "happy
warrior", although we oftdn wonder i he is, is _S/'Sgb'?'sat'han Ly lelson, The
victim of an unfortunate sgeidunt on fls I3th trip over Hunland, Sgb Nelfon
has been growded in favor of paczing on the information he has learted
first-hand to those who are just begimning their combit cereersy . »

S/Sgt Charles V. Prue and Sgt Frencis R. Gemoets wérs the first C.1.S.
(Central Instructor School) graduates to join the Group. Arriving early in
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June, they were iutrtxrnnt&l in a.i.ding uwt. Valdéz in the fomation of o
the department. Following tle, éarly in“ uly', cemé Igie. Joseph Je Lightnere
The latter part of August, §ZSgte Glen-D. Sims was efitored on the roll. The
month of October saw the arrival of Sgt. Gerald A. Crabbe and Sgte Earl..We . .
Jarnagin, and Novembor mesrt the addition of Sgbe Rex ie Brawleys The latest .
member to join the fold 1s Sz, Raymord HicDowell. Astipgned as pemanent
instructors and on regular fl;,':bug stauz, these men fly on operational, pract-
ice, amd gunnery practice miscions as instructors ard crew check=yiders, The
combined efforts of those men have greatly inercesed the offectivencss of the
department as a whols. liore organized instructio'x has boen tho aim, toward .,
giving the Gunner the theories amd um'xciples beidnd their duties. Super~
vised lectures in the various subjocts ras teen the highlight of their
erdeavor - incluling Sighfing, Position Firing, familiarizetion and operation
of Compensating and . Computing sights and Cale 50 machine guns, over and above
the montioned training devises, Each new replacément crew is given a cwnplete
comprehensive review of the differert aspects of Cunnery end gereral informa~
tion on procedures of tha Croupe It is aléo the responsibility of this office
to supervise amd regulate all briefings for gunners before they depert.on
operational and practice missions. The bx'ie"ings are accorplished by the.
Guonery Officers of the various Scuadrons: Its J.D. Yashkas of.the 788th;
Lt. \’OE. Y)’ismr 01' the 789t»h' § ¥ A .......(0* oz of bho mb and Lto oJo-\ v
Robinson of the 79lst,. These Ofiicors, voridng ith CaWb. Yaldez, have aided -
in the development of the latest ansle of practical treining:= Low Altitude
Gunnery "Splash" Missions. Flylng over a wabor rangé on tho -North Sea, at
altitudes ranzing from 300 to 500 fect, tie crew will fire at smoke pots
dropped from their plam. Firing at {loating tarséts, tix gunner is able to .
sce the results of his app]i”ation of the principles o bes learned, and 2t .
the same tine, he cen cvaluate tie correct ooerution of 21l equipnent he will ™
later uso in action against the ena Fs

Camera Gunnery, which involves the use of camerss mounted on or ncar
the gunsight to bo used,, will be adopted in the nuar future - pending the
ironing out of -a fow, 'bugs" which have davelopoo. w 361st (Mustang) G!'o\xp,
stationed nearvy, has agreed to furidsh the mcessn.x? 'attacking fighters,
make this form of training tob wost practicel yet dntroducods After the !
Gunner has 'fircd” his i‘ilm, ho can be calied back to view the mistaices he has
made, through the medium of gotion picturcse.

"ithin the next mont.h or two, ?no nun Blister Hanger, located near the -
Dome Trainer Building, will be completed ard roady for usce Lacking only the
finishing touches, the building will idclude nine turrets and two flexible -
tail positions similasr teo tho lat.ost modifdcation on the L' model of the B—?A.
All turrets and gun positions will be in 1'01“&:@ order, ard the facilities of °
Dome ard. Jam Handy willl be a.rzdla.ol«. to eheel: cach crew member on his strong
points, and to strengthen li: on pms»s in wideh he shows tendency to be wieaks

. One of the younger opexational branches to take shape within the Army

Alr Forcos, Cunnery has now progresscd Lo the point where it can stand alonc,
It can pow demand the répect widch it rightly deserves. The Gunnery. seeidon
of the 467th-will compare vith any Group in the Zighth, and in spite of the
fact that'our-men who {1y the bd.g ones', have md little opportunity to dis=-
play-their prowness, we fecl ceriain t.ot the results of our efforts will be,
proven when the 'chips are down's

29« The S-I. S~.ction. :

Lte Robcrt h. 8o unders, ..t\.txon .,-k

. The *organization of tho §=L scction was initigted by the arrival in ‘the
E.T.0¢ of Lt, Rebert He Saunders, presom =i O"i‘icor, e advance pepresenta-
tive of the soction togot.hcr it. t 1 0’6‘1\,1" 'n::zbére £ tho Ovoraon.s advance
pmgo

v~

The roaponsdbilitio' of 3% scetion représtatives at that time were to
make all possible contacts with hdslcr ec ficlons withk a view toward preparing
the new station for tic arrivel of the main Yodr of tle Crowp, particularly

SEGRET.



SECRET

as applicd to supply, housing and msintenance probloms.

To accomplish this, visits wore made tq other stations in the 2nd Divi-
sion for idcas in setting up our own station. These ideas were discussed with
representatives of A-4 section at 2nd Division and siitabls changes made to
suit our own particular station.

I fecl it of importance at this point to call attention to the fact that
every person contacted, both at 2nd Division ard at other staticn was very
hospitable ard wert out of his way in giving aid and advices This fact alone
was largely responsible for the eliminstion of many carly problems and the
simplifiod solution to meny otherss The Hospitality and helpfulness shown the
advance party on visgits thyough out the Division was outstanding.

Housing was of coursc of primary importance. It was nccessary to set up
housing arrangumonts for personnel as well as for tihe technical ard administ-
rative sections. This was donu with a minimum of effert due to the close
cooperation exhibited by the service units which were already at the station
ard had sorewhat settled themselves beforc our arrival.

Supply and maintcnance probloms were ils noxt in line and many anticip-
ated problems had to be considercd so that proper maintenance facilities could
be coordinated with the Sub=-Depot and highor cchclonse Fuel scrvicing, dis-
persal of aircraft, maxctmm utllization of technical manpower, Turret mainten-
ance, Ammament and Ordnance shops, Toch supply rooms, ctcs all had to be
considered in anticipation of the arrival of the Croup, so that preclous time
would not be wated in gotting the ground support to a high degree of cificiency
necessary to assurc an eorly operational status.

The arrival of the Group on March 11 wes a red letter day, since the main
flight of the air ocholon ard thc ground echelon both arrived on the same day.
All the aircraft had to be modificd to mcued theatre operational requircments,
and this cntailed quite an extensive modification campeign to put as many air-
craft as possible into operaticnal status,

Upon the arrival of the Group, Lte. Saunders was appointed Group and
Station S-4 officer ard relicwved of the former duty of Assts Group Technical
Inspector. The section was not oryanized in complete accord with the Table of
Organizations, since it scémed customery in the Theatre to operate the Group
Engineering scction indepcdently of the S-4 sections In spite of the separate
setup, very close liaison has always boen maintained between S=i, Enginecring:
and Armament, so much so that, except for the absence of one supervisory head,
the three have operatced veory much as one scctions

The principle function of the S-4 scctlon has been one of coordination
betweon Supply and Maintcnarce activities and supervision over all supply
activitics, Early obstacles to bo surmounted were, quite naturally, shortage
of supply of various necessitics. These obstacles were taken in stride and
the situation corrccted with little loss in time ard with a resulting minimum
nurber of grounded aircraft. Aireraft parts and equipment, tools and mainten-
ance egquipment, mechanics and flying clothing, and individual clothing and
equipment, have all had their chance at being in short supply and took every
advantage of it. Close liaison betweon S-I and highor echelons of supply and
administration overcame the problems in due coursc.

Since the functions of the section were those of coordination and super—
vision, it was obvious that S-4 was "in the middle" on all occasions of short-
age of supply, and since the S5-4 officer has been on the station longer ard
made more contacts on various subjects than most group personnel, the S=4 office
has been a sort of information burcau and clecring house for all sorts of
troubles, During the period from May to Scpterber C.i7.0e Saundors was given
the additional duty of Group Personal Equipment Officer. :

The section was initially staffed with one officer ard two enlisted men,
C.W.0., Seunders, Sgt. Stanley Bekeritis and Pvt. Zaven Avedisiane For the first
three months the S-4 office ard the CGroup Enginccering office were in the same
building and the clerks were using tho sae room for their activities. The
group Engineering Officer, Lts R.B. Ednord, was replaced by Capte 7.R. Giesecki
at which time the S-4 svetion mowsd to znothur building, Personnel of the
section was changed gomewhat by the transfer of Sgte Sekoritis to the Air
Inspectors office and tre pequisition of the =k scction of Sgte Xraft and Pvte
Stanze Pvt. Avedisian mad advanced to Staff Sorgeant aud was chief clerk of
the section. On December 24 C.W.0. Saunders was given a direct commision as
2nd Licutenant,
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.One of the duties of the scciion was the approval.of and subscquent
follawing up of all reguisitions on the N.A.F, for supplies and equipment not
available through U.S. Supply chennclse The R.A.F. Equipment Liaison Officer
with his clerical staff was stationed at Rackhoath and pis office and the S-4
office were in close contact at all times oin order to coordinate the procurc—
mert of needed equirment. In this connection C.'7.0. Saundurs was appointed
Reciprocal Aid ard Lend Lease Reporting Cfficor as an gdd@itional duty and was
charged with the responsibility of reporting to higher Headquarters all
Reciprocel Aid recoived from the Sritish Covirhmente by

At present writing the reorganization of the section to conform more
nearly with the provisions of the T/0 & E is being considered, with the Group
Engincering Officer, now Major Giesccki in suervisory contrele It is believed
that closer coordination between all secctions on the stetion will be effected
by this reorganization to the end that a more highly efficient organization
will be gl‘il'ﬂdo

30. Technical Inspection.
Capt. Norman Kravitz, Techniczl Inspectore

The purpose of the Technical Inspcction section is to'insure that Amy
Ar Forces cquipment and materials arc operated, maintained, stored ard inspoct-
ed in accordance with existing dircctives. :

‘To accomplish this purpose it is necossary to maintain a mastor sct of
Technical Orders, Technical Maintenarce Instructions, Stock Lists and Stock
List Changes as well as distribute these directiyes to all scctions on the
Station to which they arc applicable

During the first days of opcration the only problem was, to establish the
mastor set of dircctives. After numcrous requistiops hed been submitted, tho
publications bugan to arrive amd thu continuous task of sorting, distribution,
amd l‘iling bagan. ; - A

The, scetion was supervised by Lt HCTMAN KRAVITZ who has since been
promoted to Captain. : ' 2l :

Three enlisted men, M/Sgte Hervert Michols, Engineering Inspector, T/Sgt.
Romeo Godbout, Commmnications Inspector, and 7/Sgt. Carl Tupper, Armament
Inspector were assigned to this scction from Croup Headguartors, and supple-
mented the two men 5/Sgts Jack Rbwe, clerk, and Cpl. Chester Bienkowskd, '
Engmoring Inspector alread assigned to the section from the Station Comple-
ment .

The only change in personncl occurrcd shortly after the scction was
;;sganizod_ when T/Sgte Frank Holzhauer replaced 1fSgte Michols as Enginecring

pector. y I8

Since the section was or:znized there has been no promotion of enlisted
men which is cxplained by "T/0 trouble® ratier timn the men not doéserving
promotions. ~

Regular inspections wera started in March 194LL,. Discrcpancics and
irregularites moted during an inspection arc included on the written report
that is routed through the Commanding Officer or officer in charge of thc unit

inspectected for corrcctive action and indorsecment bofore being forwarded to
the Station Commander for his information. X

Onee monthly the following listed tochnical activities arc inspected: ©
the Engincering, Armament, Communications, and Ordnarge sections of each
Bombardment Squadron, Flying Control, Pire Deprtmort, Station Ordnance, Trans- -
portation, Chemical Coe, Group' Armamcrt, Group Engineering, Group Communications,
Personzl Equipment, Cperations, and Sub-Depot,

In addition to these regular inspoctions it is often mecessary to make
special inspections for the Commanding Cfficer. Pt SYALL

Though much equipment on the Station is bécomirg old, it has been grati-
fying to this scction to note the gradual but stouady improvement of operating
and maintenance methods for equipment ard matorials,
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31, Flying Control.
Lt. John W, Galvin, Flying Contrel Officer.

The USAAF adopted the RAF control system when they invaded England in
1942. The system embraces ideas from both air forces as it stands, as the
British felt that we nad some points superior to theirs,

Rackneath control wae born on a cold Janwary day in 1944, approximately
two months before the Group arrived. The Control Tower had orne slightly used
table with a second-hand transnitter end receiver in it when the advance perty
of Flying Control arrived. The field was in fair shape, with excellont -
ways and dispersal aresas.

Flying Control got awey to a bang-up start when Lt. Beaney arrived at
Rackheath with a shiny new E-24 fresh from the States and landed down-wind on
& short rumway. The aircraft vas "washed out", and Rackheath had another
pilot.

*Then the Oroup started operations in April the Control Tower still had
its second-hand transmitter ard receiver along with the used table but had
added anocther table along with movre radio eculpment. Blackboards and maps
nad also gone up.

On 24 Jure 194 Lt. Schmidt, who had been serdor Flying Control Officer,
turned the controls over to Lt. John ¥William Galvin, and things really began
to happen. (Lt. Galvin comes from Erooklyn.) The second-hand transmitter and
receiver and the two used tables were renoved, and rew eguipment was in-
stalled. By the end of Allgust the Tower rarked with the best in the UKin
appearance.

In Sevtember, when the Croup was trucking gasoline, Flying Control had
quite a task trying to keep up with the 105 aircraft based on the field, -
With only 3 officers and 19 enlisted men working in the tower, 1 offiter and
L enlisted men were sent to the advance base on the Continent. Things at
Rackheath were moving at a swift pace, ceusing a mreat deal of confusions
It was a case of tre airfield controller calling the touer and saying a B=24
had just taken off or had larded

In February 1945 the Co: mrol Tower contributed its bit towards the post
beautification program. Concrete was poured, grass and flowers were planted ,
fancy fences were built, and practice vorbs were nicely paiabed and in-
stalled to add to the attractivenecss of the area.

Looking back over its first year of combat operations, Flying Control
might well adopt as its theme song, "Miy Heart Stood Still"l Down-wind land-
ings, buming brakes, dangsrous cross winds, returns from combat on two
engines, planes landing simitaneously on intersecting rumays or up-wind
ard down-wind on the same rumvey, mission lardings with 300-foot cellings
and 1000-yard visibility, ground loope with the proctor, and other incidents
brought gray hairs to the personnel of Flyirg Control. But with or without
its fingers crossed, the section still czrries on.

32+ Transportation Sectiocn.
Lt. Marrcld J. Smith, Transportation Ufficer. :

The Transportation Section of the 467th Bombardment Group was inaugu—
rated at Wendover Field, Ut.ah in Noverber 1943.

Upon the Group's arrival in the ET0 in larch 1944, the Section was im-
mediately confronted with the -roblam of orpanizing for operations.

One transportation problem was the et that Ingland was then unknown
country to the Grivers. After several months of map studying and actual road
experience, 2ll drivers became fairly well ac'mnt.ed with the country. 4t:
present this section cen furnish transportation to any ,,arb of Erigland, Wales
or Scotland.

Another problem was to accustom oneself to driving on the left#hand eide
of the road according to English ‘traffic rules,

England's road network ia made uy of narvow, winding roadways srfd streets
designed for the use of =mall rassenger cars ard lorries. Our trucks are vory
large for the rvads they must use in Bngland. This offers quite a problem
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for Transrortation personnel, especially after having acquired their driving
habits on the wide, straight higiways and roads of the United States. '

0f foremost importance was tlw providing of transportation for combat
erews in taking of f and returning from miesions, both for combat amd prac-
tice. Regardicss of the nour of the day or night they are called upon or
the number of hours of duty they are regquired to be on the alert, the members
of the Transportation Section mu=t always be on the job to take their active
part in scheduled operations.

Other never-eading duties of trensportation are the hauling of rations,
fuel, clothing, selvage, lauxiry, cleaning, and the routine transporting
involved in satisfying reocrestional demands, liberty runs, men on travel
orders, furnishing operationcl supplies and other necessities required by
organizations on this base. .

During the past year of operation the men of the transportation Section
have driven 1,527,720 miles and have had only five accidents. This in itself,
showing outstanding performance, brought about praise and commendation from
the Divisional Commanding General.

The mechanics of the Transportation Section must not be overlooked. The
section'’s fine record would not have been possible without excellent service
from the mechanice. They have beca handicapped by lack of parts and the
proper garage space ia which to work. All facilities have been vory inade-
quate compared to those in the United States; but in spite of this fact and
the adverse weather conditions generally prevailing, the mechanics have
"kept them rolling" and deserve a groat amount of praise for their efforts.

The Transportation Section is proud of its past record and is now bend=-
ing every effort toward the improvement of this record in the months ahead.

-

33. Personal Ecuipment Secticn.
Lt. Leo E. Duffner, Personal Equipment Officer.

Personal Equipment's primary duty consists of the proper instruction
in the corrcct use of equipment which is worn on the person of the combat:
crewmen while on an operational mission. This also includes all types of
protective couimment such as flak suits and Air-Sca Rescue equipment.

The Group Fersonal Equipment Scction is relatively new to the Group.
Its neod was creatcd due to theater choracteristics, mainly climetic con-
ditions. Back in karch of 'L when the Section was first created, many diffi-
culties were met and overcome. However, up to the present time, two major
problems are still to be confronted: (1) lack of a table of organization;
and (2) frequent turnover in porsonncl.

Due to the lack of a table of organization, thore is little if any
change to report from the Section up th the present time in respedt to
enlisted promotions. Thesc enlisted grades which are prevalent today have
beon transferrced in from other departucats on the bade.

Personnel changes have boun cuite frequent. Une reason for this is due
to the fact tlat many of the cnlisted men have been combat crowment who have
finished their tour of oncrations and arc awaiting return to the Zone of
Interior. ,

In respect to officer personncl, the Sectlon has been under the super-
vision of four di fferent officers since its initiation. Lt., Chmrch, the
first Group Personal Ecuirment Officer, has since left the station. L&,
Jones, now Squadron Supply Officer for the 79lst Bombardment Squadron; was -
the sccond Personal Ecuipment Officer. Lt. Saunders, the Station S-4, then
took charge of tho Section until a suitable officer could be transferrod
to the Group. Lt. Duffner, the present FEO, arrived at fackheath in late
August of last year, and as such, is now the officer in ¢charge of this
important seétion in Group activities. vl '

The Air Sca Rascuc section, now under the dircction of Lt. Harmonowski,
is an integral part of Personal Equipment. It is charged with the responsi-
bility of corroct instruction, supply, and maintenmance of all Air Sea Rescue
equipment such as dinghys, cmergency pnacks, dinghy radios, and the like.
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In spite of its present difficulties, this section is considered one of
the best of its kind within the divielon., Improvements are being made daily
to smooth over mough spots which have arisen out of Fersomal Equipment's two
main problems - lack of a table of organization, ard freguent personnel

changes.

34+ Public Relations Cffice.
Lt. Robert C. Triplett, Public Relations Officer.

On April 4, 1943, in accordance with directives of the Sth Air Force,
Captain WVillard B, Treadwell was appointed Public Relations Officer for the
l}67th m. Gmup.

It was recessary to requisition all supplies and ecuipment in order to
set up the of fice. Temporary of fice space was found in the operastions building
of the 789th Bombardment Squadron, and Sgt Reid A. Jewell of the 789th Bomb.
Sguadron was assigned to the staff. On April 15th {rl Nathan Kusher became
the second enlisted nember of the Public Relations staff,

With the advice and assistance of xajor (then Captain) H. A. Cody, Public
Relations Officer of the 2nd Air Division, the Group Unit began its operations.

Foremost azmong its "morale building" duties was the disseminating of news
of the activities, outstanding deeds of leroism, devotion to duty and skill of
both combat and grourd persomel to their hone-town newspapers. Towards this
objective, first-hand quotes were sought from cosbat crewmen, returning from
each day's missions, through direct irterviews made in the lounge of the main
briefing room as the men were awaiting interiogetion. These quotes were
phoned directly to Second Air Division Public Relations Cffice for transmittal
to Eighth Air Force P.R.0. and release to the American press. Outstanding
news stories were followed up as quickly as possible and released, through
channels, to the prass.

Stories of awards, decorations, [romoticns and factual atcounts of the
duties of ground personnsl, stressing the importance of their jobs with rela-
tion to the Group's success as a whole, were released to the home-town
rewspapers.

"Labor morale” stories, giving due credit to the exceptional service of
durability of certain pieces of equirment that !ad stood up under great
stress, were included, whenevsr possible, among the releases.

A nunber of ren were selected and dispatched to London for the purpose
of making radic brosdcasts, some of which were beamed directly to tho United
States and others to Germeny and enemy-occupied countries. These requests,
coming at odd times and often with but 1little rotice, have veen met promptly
and without fail,

On August 11, 1944, 2nd Lt. Robert C. Triplett joined the Group, suc-
ceeding Captain Treadiell as Public Relations Officer. Continuing with the
same program, he augmented the staff on August 14, 1944, with Cpl Dean W.
Boggs of the 788th Dombardment Sguadron and introduced several new features,
among which were "CONDENSNCOZ", a tabloid-form mimeograpiied summary of news
features currently mleascd to the jress and the "CLIFIIRY, a photographic
roproduction of a board mounting a number of newspaper c]d.ppinga concerning
the personnel of the Group.

During this time the courtesy of the base was extended to a number of
war correspondents, and the facilities of the Public Relations Office were
placed at their disposal.

Conducted tours of this station by various organizations included the
Aviation Training Cadets, the Air Scouts, the Yarmouth Home Guard, and the
Royal Norfolk Regiment.

On the occasion of the completion of the Liberator bomber "Witchcraft®
100th consecutive mission without an atortion, the Public Relations Office
was instrumental in securinz the attendance of Hajor General 'filliam E.
Kepner, Commanding Generdl of the Second M.r D;viaion, Brigadier Goreral
Walter R. Peck, Commander of the Ninety- & Combat Wing, and full motion
picture coverage by a camera crew of the "Combat Camera Unit". A reporter of
Stars and Stripes" also flew the idscion with the bomber.
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Religlous servides, dedicating a carved atonc tablet to the memory of
four fallen American airmen of the 467th Borbardmert Group and held at nearby
Kirby Bedon Church, were ameng the cvents ;:overed by this oi'fice in the yaar
1944 .

On Fébruary 1, 1945, Lt. Triplett was appointed "Awards and Decorations"
Officer for the Group. :

35. Personnel Section,’
Capt. James E. Griggs, Personnel Officer.

On 12 March 1944 it was decided that S-1 Section of Station 145 should
be responsible for the maintenance of all the bese perconnel records. With
this thought in mind all records ertaining to both officers and enlisted men
were consolidated and transferrsd to Headcuarters,

Suffitient Persoanel clerks from the units were sent to Headquarters
for the maintenance of the records. Although it was urdecided as to who was
to be in ¢harge of this departmert, Capt. J. E. Griggs, then first Lieutenant,
was appointed Base S-1 Officer. Since the initizl set-up of this department,
there have been but a few changes in yersomnel, the biggest being the period
of absence of the 7&8th Sguadron.

The follcning is a breakdown of the sections of S5-1, but it will be kept
in mind that besides these normal duties additional functxons are performed,
such'as the jreparation of the rroceedings of the Enlisted lien's Reclassi-
fication Board, Foard for the Appointment of Second Lieutenants from Flight
Officers, Flying Evelution Board, Znlisted ien's Board for their Reduction
for Inefficiency, end all matters rertaining to the assignment,’ reassignment
and trans fer of personnel.

Fersonnel SergpantJZajop's Section

The personnel of this eection consists of T/Sgt Edwin J. Krance, Personmel
Sergeant-iajor, ard 5/5gt Ruseell '’, Hardick and Set ¥illiam R. Snoddy. A1l
correspondence, directives and x:at.t.erv pertairing to personnel clear the
Fersonnel Sergeant-l‘ajor's Oifice [or notation and check before being for-
warded to the S-1 subsection concernsd for necessary action. Likewise all
matters that are emitted from 5~1 are distributed and forwarded, after careful
scrutiny oy the Personnel Officer and the Personnel Sergeant-ifajor.

One of the important duties of the Yersonnel Sergeant-iajor's Office is
to answer tactfully all recuests for casualty information from families and
friends of ¥IA and KIA personnel. The amount of information which can be given
these individuals is limited by repulations and irstructions from higher
headquarters. All casualty infomtion is classified and must g forward
through channels. betters of condolence written by the chaplains are forwarded
from this of fice through channels to the next of kin.

Records of all KIA and MIA personnel are forwarded to this office for .
compilation, final checking, and processing before forwarding to higher head-
quarters. ¥issing Air Crew reports, conglsting of statements, eyewitness
accounts, general infomation regarding plane and crew msmbers, and maps are
compiled and forwarded to the VWar Depsrtment.

Responsibility for submissicn of names of personnel to 2nd Air Division
for relief from Cperational Tour and subsequent transfer to Zone of Interior
is charged to S5-1. Arrangements for clearance snd final instructions are
gven to Personnel prior to departure from this station. 2340 individuals
have been transferred from this station since larch 1944. Records are compiled
from all subordirste sections ard given a £inal check before forwarding with
individuals,

All incoming personnel records are processed by S-1 before being forwarded
to proper sections and scuadrons. Since :farch 1944 2800 individuals have ar-
rived for assignment to organizatﬁ ons on tids station. =

The 201 files for all enlisted personnel, with the ex.cepbion of L70th
Swb-depot have been keépt in this office. ALl ccrreapondence and pertinent
papers which refer to the individial or which govern entries into the service
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record ard Form 20 are filed in these 201 files. All matters which may have
a bearing on the individuals or their future status are'filed in 201 for
ready and future reference.

Schools: Responsibility for taking full advanmtage of training schools
offered in the UK rests with this office. A close check is kept to assure
that the maximum number of individuals attend schools available, in order -
to keep personnel of this station in stride and up to the nminute on latest
developments and imrrovemnents.

The expediting and faeilitating the sending of Persomnel Transfer Ac-
counts and Var Bords for Fersonael of this station was assumed by this office
from the time of arrival at this station until December 1, 1544. During this
period several thousand dollars were sent by FTA and Bonds t.otaling approxi-
mately 15,000 were purch:sed.

Reeords and personnel matters pertaining to all escape, P.0.W. or former
interned perscnnel ars cleared and brought up to date at this office. All
possible assistance and considerction is given to personnel of this category
who have temporarily returned to this station prior to shipment to Zone of
Interior from Replacement Depot.

All details of miscellaneou: nature are coordinated through S-1. A care=-
ful check is kept on the numbrous fatigue details to assure a fair and even
distribution among the various organizations.

Perscnnel Statistical Section

The enlisted personnel of this section ¢cnsists of S/Spt Donald T.
Reagan, Sgt Roy F. Benson, Sgt John A. Quinn, Sgt Wilbur L. Grogan, Cpl Levi
L. Lane, atd Pfc Loonce Je Halus.

The principal duties of this section include the maintenance of all
Form 20's of enlisted men of the station ard officers' Qualification Forms
66-2, which nuzber sbout 2400 Form 20's and cver 500 66-2's. All classifica-
tion and reclassification prodedures are carried out, together with all
persocnnel statistical reporting, which includes the preparation of 127 re-
ports and the correction end audit of Konthly Personnel Rosters, for all
personnel of the station. Informational Rosters and Perscnnel Statistical
Charts are maintained and prepared for information of unit commanders con-
cerned.

Information which is necessery to transfer personnel between units of
the station, and infommation on all rew personnel reporting to the station
is prepared for appearance on station Special Urders, by this section.

Form 20's and 66~2's are also completely finished on all personnel
leaving the dtation, which during the past yoar has averaged well over 100
per month.

Officers Evaluation Reports and Officers I.‘.fticiency Reports are pre-
pared by this section for the commanding officers of the units concerned, and
are forwarded to hrigher headguarters.

Sortie Records are maintained on all flying rersonnel and recommendations
for their awards are made to higher headguarters.

Prior to February 1, 1945, all recommendations for awards were handled
b; this section, but on t.ha.t. date 2nd “. Robert Triplett was appointed
hlards and Decorations Officer, and all special awards are now handled by him.

Avproximately 30 Oak Leaf Clusters to'D.I'.C.'s, 693 D.F.C.'s, 3590 Oak
Leaf Clusters to Air Medals, 1228 Air liedals, 53 Purple Hearts, 2 Soldiers
Medals, and 23 Bronze Stars were awarded dwring the past year-to personnel
of this station. It is also the responsibility of this section to maintain
completely and correctly all sorties flown, and entrics made on personnel
records as to date of mission and the target.

Due to the perseverance and stability of the persomnel concerned, this
section is now a smooth running and efficient organization.

¥orning Report Section

The Morning Report Section is mained by T/Sgt George D. Feil and S/Sgt
Robert E. Tillett.
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Bach unit at this stationt submits their marning report daily and they
are then checked and analysed before being transmitted to the machine records
unit of the Eighth Air Force. From the analysis of these reports, daily
consoliddated reports are rrepared. Furtiier analyses are made showing a break-
down between combat and ground personncl. From these analyses reports or fig-
ures are submitted to the station hospital, ration breakdown, clerk of works,
Cuartermaster, PX, and Red Cross. Besides the above reports, the enlisted -
pefsonnel for the entire station is anglysed for the tersommel Activity Chart
which shows the duty status of ersomel in each department or section.

The station locator is also maintained by tiis section. The locator file
is divided into two sections, one showing all persomnel on the base and the
second section all transferred personnel. Zach card shows the mame, rank,
serial nusber, classification number and orgenization. In the case of trans-
ferred personnel in addition to the above infrommtion, each card shows unit
to which transferred and suthority therefore. During the past year in the
Bomb Group 2532 officors and enlisted men have joined and 2133 were transferred
out, Inthe base units for tle same period there was a turnover of about 40
officers and 300 enlisted men.

Ration report forms are prepared by this seftion. Juring the past year
over one million rations were ordered and consumed in addition to over 43,000
special combat rations amd 70,000 augmented rations for combat and repair
personnele :

Officers leaving the base receive their ¢learance papers here. 650
of ficers cleared this base last year. ;

A monthly report of rations consumed by officers is prepared and submitted
to Finance and Officers Personnel Scctions

In special cases a letter is forwarded to the new organization when the
transfer is not out of this theatre of Operation.

Battle ard non-battle Casualty Reports are prepared by this section.
During the year 72 Battle Casualty Reports were submitted reporting 8l XIA,
236 14, 13 soriously wounded in action, 9 slightly wounded in action, 16 sor-
jously injured in action and 7 slightly wounded in action for the Dase Units,
Of the 236 MIA there has been a change in status of 7 to KIX, 70 te POW and
27 internod with 20 internees escaping, leaving 132 unaccouhted for. For the
same period 19 non-battle casualty rcports were subndttéd for 16 deaths and 3
missing. ; '

Officers Section

The personnel of the officers section consist of S/Sgt Peter DeRose and
ogt William F. Coodlow Jr.

A1), correspondence pertaining to allotmunts, war bonds, rations, state-
ments of charges ami reports of survey: personnel records ard other admin-
istrative work pertaining solely to officers is handled here. During the past
year this section has successfully processed five hundred and forty one
promotions, consisting of three licutenart colonels, seventeen majors, seventy=-
one captains, four hundred twenty ore first lieutenants and twenty-nine second
lieutenants. Records are maintained showing status of recommendations at all
timess Upon receipt of orders promoting officers extracts are cut . and distrib-
uted to Group Operations, Station lorning Report Section, Squadrons and also
for officers® 201 files which arc set up and maintained by this section, Two
c:;.';as are retained for current pay voucher and proper entry is made on pay
Cc .

Class E allotmernts, Class N allotments and Class B allotments are also
proc;aaed here. An average of thirty allotments have been processed each
monthe ,

Vouchers for all payments to officers are prepared in this section. Dur-
ing the past year an average of five hundred monthly wouchers with flight
certificates ard dependency certificatos (as applicable) and forty partial
payment vouchers have been preopared each month., llumerous vouchers for Per Diem,
Reimbursement for travel in the United Kingdon, and reimbursement for travel of
dependents have been prepared. 4
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Applications for direct appointment to secord lieutenant in the army of
the United States are processed by this section. Twenty-seven Flight Officers
ore .arrant Officer and ore erlisted man received direct appointmernts during
the past year.

The processing of new crews is handled here ard-Cfficers are requirasd to |
complete Informational Zuestionaires, Pay gate sheet, Public Jelations .uest-
ionnaire ard WD ACO Forms A1 and 43. Tre inforration obtained is used to set
up headquarters files.

Service Record Section

Personnel of the Section consist of gt Wayne W. Breeze in immediate
charge of Service Records section and S/Sgt Leorard R. Taves, Pfc Edward J.
Brock, Pfc Bernard Lieberman, Pfc Jeymour Aledort as personnel clerks. The
chief function of the section is the maintaining of approximately 2000 Service
Records. i

Any ctange that affects tie status of an enlisted man is made record of by
entry in the service record. These changes congist of Vaccinations, Change of
address, Nearest relative or beneficiary, Awards of medals and decorations,
reductions ard promotions, foreign service, time lost by 0L, Confinement,
Sick not in line of duty, Chaniges in allotments, Court lartials, Furloughs,
Laundry Indebtiness, Stateme:t of Charges, Placed on or removed from flying
status, attendance of rilitary schools, dental inserts and record of present
pay status on enlisted men. Each Znlisted Man has an average of 2 changes per
month which makes a total of approximately 4000 entries to be entered correctly
ard properly by Amy Regulations. : :

The section maintains a sortie file consisting of a record on each Tnlist-
ed lan on Flying or combat status. In this file is the nusber of missions with
date and target that DM has participateds at time of transfer the record is
attached in Service Record, This requires an average of 3000 entries per
monthe

dany problems arrive by correspondence that’ require careful consideration
and examination ard many times the service record is the soluticn to our
problem. These correspondence problems arrive and are solved ard returned at
the rate of 30 per month, This is a duty of the typist with the addition of
furloughs and 2d Air Division passes. Furloughs are typed at the rate of 175
per month,

The clerks of this section are responsible for the compiling and proper
indorsing of personnel records of EM transferring from this station. This
averages 125 men per month and as replacements are received on new personnel
they are properly indorsed to tie Organization to which they are assigned.

This is a duty we consider as shipping amd receiving of Znlisted lMen's records.

Tre allotmert ard Insurance department is attached to Service Record
Section of which all functions are hadlsd by Upl Harold B Kosowskye

The allotmert ard insurence department handles all deductions from EM's
pay including, deductions for government insurarce, lar Bonds, and dependency
allotments. One of tre major functions of this department and one of which
has proved invaluable is the liaison between the service record and payroll
section which has proved to be necessary for the difficient operations of both
departments. During the past year all the transactions and adjustments on
financial problems have been successfully concluded. ' :

Enlisted Yen's Payroll Section

The payroll section is composed of five clerks with 3/Sgt Beverly in
charge and aseisted by S/ogt Cerke, 5/5gt Buske, Sgt Thomas, ard Sgt Simcoxe
This group of men work as a unit and are responible for the typing of all
enlisted rayrolls of this Base. They have fourd that many mistakes and errors
on payrolls, duc to incomplete remarks, can be avoided by closer coordination
between tie Finance Clerks and the Payroll Clerks, saving the time of both
. Departments ard avoiding nRed-lining" the rayee. Refore coming to this Sase
it was the correct rrocedure for each orgenization to take care of it's own
payrolls but by the newer method of working as a wdt, we have found that the
same work can be accemplished in this Headguarters with much closer coordina-—
tion as well as the saving of manpower amd ecuipment e
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The responsibility for correct deductions of allotments of pay for
support of dependents, Monetary allowances in Lieuw of Cuarters, Soldier
Deposits, Appointment ard reduction of Non-Conmissioned Officers ard Privates
First Class, Furloughs, Final Statements, Flying Stctus of Enlisted men,
Vouchers for payment ard pertial payment, Court Martial Forfeitures of Znlisted
men, longevity pay, Foreign Service Pay, Travel in the UX and Sond Issuance
Schedules are the main functions of this section.

36. The X.C.0. Clube
Lt. Robert ¥. Saunders, Custodian.

During June 1944 the ranking Non-Uommissioned Officers, feeling the need
for a spot in which to relax in their off duty hours, decided to do something
abouwt it. They secured approval to use an old contractors buildings on the
hospital site road near WALF Site #le T/igte Moultis of the 789th Eomd Squad-
ron with several other of the most enthusiastic N.C.0.'s set out to get the
building cleaned up, painted, repaired and redecorated tliruout. A bar was
built, a constitution drawn up and approved by the Station Commander, and the
membership solicited.

: it the first meeting of the members, club officers were elected and the
institution was formerly initisted and named the First Three CGraders Club.

The club officers elected were as follows: T/Sgt. Frank Moultis, President,
T/Sgt. Normood, Secretary and X/Sgt. Porter, Treaswrsr. Frior to the election
of the officials, a Spucial Services shar was put on at the club for its
official opening on July 14, 1944. Colonel Shower and his Staff and the Unit
Commanders ard their Staff Officers were invited to the opening and enjoyed
the show ard hospitelity of tie Non-Coms for the eveninge

Major Robert.Boucher, then Captain, was put in charge of the activities
of the club as custodian by Colonel Showers. Captain Boucher was also. Club
Officer at the Officers club and Station Utilities Officer, and was kept quite
busy with those duties to the detriment of the N.C.0. Clube. It was then .
decided that a full time steward was nceded to properly carry out the necessary
services for the club. Cleaning had to be supervised, procurement of beverages
ard other facilities for the comfort ard convenience of the members, and
collection of dues aml memborship fees not to mention keeping books, all served
to make necessary a full time man. Corporsl Adam Matusa of'the 79lst Squadrom
was hired for the stewardship., Shortly afterward, about the middle of August,
C.7.0 Robert M. Saunders, ctation S-4 officer, was appointed Club custodian to
relieve Captain Boucher. i ' :

By this time the membership roster boasted nearly Three Hundred active
members. The club featured plenty of easy chairs, and tables, a radioy
numerous games, and magazines, For refreshments, plenty of becr and fresh
fried potato chips were on hand. The chips were prepared in the club kitchen
by Mary and Betty (lrs. Hary Bidwell and her daughter) who were employed for
that purpose and to give the club a homey touche :

The club was now making money and ways and neans were sought to give it~ -
back to the boys in the favor of additional benefits, such as entertainments,
free beer nites ard the like. In this comnecticn the cludb sponsored at -
difforomt times, two stage shows (foaturing strip teasers, of course), free
War Bonds to the lucky number holders, and numerous free beer nites, with'
music being contributed by talented menbors.

The need for more space and added attractions was prompted by a falling
off of patronage - It loocked as if there were only a fow boys interested
enough to come to the club in the evenings and = desire to sce bigger crowds
of rembors enjoying the facilitics of thoir club became the ambition of the
more active members. After several discussions with regard to plans for an
additional room, several of the more active members together with CJ.0.
Saunders took the bull by the horns and took over the next adjoining building.
A covered passage way was constructed between the two buildings joining them
together. Interior decorations were made, linoleum laid, light fixtures pur-
chased ard installed and additional furniture sccured. In a'very short time:
;.ha new room was ready for use, the boys having worked nite ard day to complete

t.
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On October 14 a general election was held to install a new set of club
officers, since the consititution ealled for a term of offic.r of 3 monthse
At this eloction M/Sgte. Joe Clara was put in the Presidents chair, 1¢/Sgt. Pere
De Tsble, elected Socretary, and T/Sgte Tiron, was clected Treasucr, These
threc men were largely responsible for the construction of the new room, having
devoted all their spare time to the project, and were clected to office by
popular votce

« shortage of beer at one period was the cause of much concern since that
was the initial drawing card and the only competion the club had to offer againe
st the local pubs in the neighborhood of the etations This dilemma was overcome
by opening an account with a brewery in London. The purchase of an electric
record player and radio combination and the construction of poker tables served
their purpose in offering a variety of pastimes, \

Christmas and New Years saw quite a lot of activity about the club, which
was lavishly decorated with fresh holly, chaff, cotton and spruce trees. On
January 15 the gencral clection was again due and Sgte Clara relinquished the
presidency to 1{/Sgte Joe Rose, currently officiating, amd 5/Sgte Novis and
T/Sgte Callen took over the jobs of Secretary ami treasurcr respectively. At
this time ihterest in the club had increcased and also it was decided to open
the membership to the sergeants. This move resulted in an excess amount of
responsibility thrown on the steward, Cpl. Katusa, who by thc way, was anxious
to get back into his Ammy jobe It was decided then to cmploy two club members
whose military duties were not to confining to allow them to spend some time
during the day in the interest of the club and their evenings were devoted
entirely to club activity. These two men, T/Sgt. Kalyvas and Sgte Soyder, were
employed as joint stewards and arc currently sorving in that capacity.

Some of the projects the club has participated in are as follows: Two
25 b donations to the Special Services athletic and Recreation Fund, a 25 &
donation te the Station Beautification program, a 25 b doration to the 2nd Air
Division memorial, and the purchase of condimerts for tho tables in all the
enlisted men's moss halls, We are npow locking forward to the celebfation of our
200th combat mission and it is anticipatod that the NuCeOe club will play its
part in giving the enlisted men of the station a bang up party.

37. Post Utilities,
Capte William A, Bedingfield, Utilities Officer,

Post Utilities has the custodial responsibility under the commander for
all bulldings, fixtures and grounds at the post, including liaison with the
British Jlerk of Vorks and Carrison Inglneer, or the Alr linistry Section who
is charged with proper upkcep of the fixed equipment and property of the poste
That is our swmmary, However, in addition, we perform and have porformed so
many different types of duties on this Station that our work order lists for
separate request numbor around five thousand, .

Our department has grown from one of the first on the Station, (months
prior to the groups arrival) to a sectionrespected and adhired for it's efficie
ency and for it's remarkable aid in making "Rackhcath aerodrome™ one of the
cleanest ard most commendable,

In the early stages this scction endeavoured to establish & Utilities Work
Shop under Sgt. Crover E, Braxdale, who at tho time had hardly more equipment
than a hammer and saw, That was soon short lived and while under Captain Charles
Re Boucher (Now Majer) supplies began to accumilate and the dopartmert grew as
well as the demands, . -

- Under Captain Boucher was Section Chief T/Sgt, James Kalyvas, Chief Clerk,
S/5gte Magre Smedvig, Shop Chief, Sgt. .Crover L, Braxdale, Duty NCO S/Sgte
Earold Erickson, Draftsman Sgte .Robert L, Reithmayer, Carpenters, Cpl. Aldus Ae.
Antle ard Ffc, Paul D4 Henry, Painter Cpl, Thomas Kelly, Electricians Cpltse
William Co .Shoaf ard Norman By Carr, Cplisy.Shoaf and Carr and Pfce Henry ave
now receiving training in the Infantry,. =

During this time one of the largest jobs ynt, was undertaken by Untilities
in conjunction with the Engineers, the projecct of road widening, hardstard and
parking area construction, of which this station has the finest,
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On the 1st July 1944 Captain Tilliam A. Bedingfield was appointed
Utilities Officer, the time when our rumays and perimeter were receiving
some of their heaviest.use by aircraft., Cur maintenance program was program
was stepped up in an undertaking to prevent any serious damage to these paths
of operations. This effort cen now be greatly appreciated as this station
has never suffered the loss of any vperational flight for failure of rurmays.

Captain Pedingfield relieved the Departrert of Billeting amd Lt. Marnold
J, Smith ard T/3pt. James Kalyvas assumed these responsibilities under their
own offices 5/Sgt. Magne Smedvig was placed as Section Chief in Utilities and
Sgt. Braxdale was recommended by Captain Bedingfield for promotion to Staff
Sergeant and the reconmendation was approvod.

In August 194k electrical maintenance became lighter and all duties were
left with the Station Zngineer under coordimntion with Utilitiess After this
change, Cpl. Shoaf was placed as clerk in the Utilities Office and Cple Carr
as carpenter in the Utilities “ork Shop. In November 1944 Cple “alter P.
Jarvis was assigned to the section also as clerk ard upon transfer of Upl.
Shoaf, Cpl. Jarvis assuped his duties.

e fecl obligated to wention the splendid work and cooperation in which
the Squadron Carpenters, Corporsl's Dcbert J. Grosso of the 790th Boubardment
3quadron, Clarance Connatser of tie 789th Bombardrent Squadron, and Einar Ae
Ohman of the 79lst Dombardmcot Scundron, has afforded this section.

Then, as now, our responsibilities are: Buildings, fixtures and equip-
ment installed, roads and grounds. ZYour Utilities. '

»

38, The Rackheath Officers' Club.
¥ajor Charleos R. Boucher, Club Officer.

The Rackheath Officers' Club was as ambryonic as could be when the
advance units, which now comprise tie 467th Lombardment Group and its! support-
ing services, arrived ond started setting the stetitn up and preparing for
operations. Therc wasn't a lot to work with by the way of improving the Club
and its' facilities~-persomnel or financess Tio R.he-. enlisted men of the
Construction and Maintenance party were messing in what we ultimately set up
as & lounge ard what is now t'e Ceame Boom was the mess for all Officers--there
being no rated flying officers on the station at thot time.

There was a keg of beer put out occasionslly, very occasionally, and it
was dispensed in the small fireplace room from a small table just about where
the 'Salhouse 51! phone now reposes. .e had onc hundred eight casual Quarter-
master Officers, just consuming time, nething more, and they made the fullest
use of what was tenderly referred to.as a Clb,

Well, the R.A.F. enlisted men were finnlly ousted and there was the space
if only that, for use as a loun e and the caual “.°¢ Officers strength dwind-
led and dwindled until there was a very meager attendarce at the Club. There
was 2 period of relative guietness prior to the arrival of the advance party
of the Group and finally tle Croup, itself.

Clut ~dministration changed as did the weather—there was a small dance
every now and thon and in those deys the attendance was so slim that the small
barroom with a radio sufficod.

" Came the Group! The financial aspect of the entire picture changed, now
was tho tise to get cracking =md produce a Club which would be a haven of
mutual pleasure and reiaxation for all Officers. Furniture started appearing
from nowktere, a radio sprung up, the walls blossomed into picturos of thia and
that, the bar was renovated and a large fireplace appeared as if by magic.

The office was fuproved, a reception room, the best in the ivision by many
qualified ddmission, wase arranged for the use of the Station Commander and
his invited gucsts.

4 century of missions was completed. HNaturally, a celebration was in
order, so additional improvemerts, ¢ven a new bar in the Came Room, were
accomplished--a large bouquet to the Sub Jepotd The Club looked more like the
Douglas Aircraft factory just boforo the big party started but it certainly -
set the stage for a fire celsbration, and it was exactly that.
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By this time the wornders and accomplishients of Rackheath were known to all
the ladies of Norwich and environs, ani our arties showed it in no uncertain
manner. The "Airlirers" played for most of the dances and developed into a
top-flight aggregation. The beautiful grand piano graced the Club by this time
and didn't hinder good musical operations at ail.

The day came when there wasn't too much remaining to be accomplished to
make our Club as good - as any around. The wission has teen completed and now,
as in nearly all the station functions, we are equal if not a 1little better
than that which any other station has to offer. )

If the next stop is the South Pacific, Siberia or some such place, the
memories of Rackheath Officers! Club will without doubt inspire a Club as good
or better than other stations', no matter what the limitstions may be,

39. The Educational Program.
Lt. Thomas E. Hoyer, Informetion-Education Officer.

.The Educational Frogrem of the 467th Boubardment Group (H) is well under
way with twelve classes zceting twice a week for an hour and a half each
session. New classes are scheduied as books and places to hold the classes in
are found.

The BEducational Program really begen when 1st it, Thoras 2. Hoyer, Assist-
and Special Service Officer, was sent %o the Amy Information=EBducation Staff
School (UK) 5-11 November 194L. lie was appointed Infomation-Education Officer
10 January 1945 on Special Urder 10, this Headcuarters.

Before any classes could be started it was necessary to canvass the field.
This was done by means of a questionnaire which was distributed at the pay
table, thus insuring a complete survey.

Next the Form 20's of the enlisted men ard the ¢6-2's of the officers were
scrutinized and prospective instructors were interviewved by Lt. Hoyer.

Major D. E. Smith, 728th Bombardment Squadron Executive Officer, was ap~
pointed instruction officer, and classes for instructors were held in the Aero
Club library under the direction of 5/5gt William V. licIlrath.

Monday 22 January 1945, caw the first three "On the Base! classes. They
were "Business Law", "30il Conservation®, and "Public Speaking." By the 14th
of February there were twelve classes: American Gevermment, Bookkeeping and
Accounting, Business Lew, French, Personnel Kamgement and Labor Relations,
Psychology and Life, Public Speaking, Selesmengiip, Soil Conservation,and
Small Business 1 and 2. Coubined atte:dance was 176. pgd

The classes are held in the annex to the Consclidated iiess Hall, the Combat
Enlisted ien's Mess Hall, the Red Cross Library, and the Darber Shop. 'fith a
growing curriculum, the problem of finding adecuate schoolroom space is becom=
ing acute. > oA

Since classes presupcose study, and study necessitates research, a library
was needed, The only building aveilalble was a Missen hut designated in the
architect's plans as a "ration brealdown" hut, This was commandeered and cleaned
up.. The reference books installed, a librarian, Sgt David Segorson, was appoint-
ed. The Red Croes contributed their collection of fiction and the Special
Service Council books will be distributed from there.

The Orientation Program, under the direction of Lt. Johnson, 768th Bombard-
ment Squadron, is correlated with the Educational Program. Unit orientation
officars and discussion leaders have been aprointed in the various squadrons and
units on the base.

Vie feel rather pleased in finding excelient instructors for the program.
Capt. Kannenkerg, who teaches Personnel “anagement and Labor Relations, was a
perscnnel man in civilian 1ife. 5/Sgt John C. Witherspoon is a craduate in
forestry and agriculture and teaches Soil Conservetion. Sgt Joseph Lerner, who
teaches Business Law, was a lawyer before entiering the army, Lt. Steere, the
S-2 Statistical Officer, an accountant in civil 1ife, teaches Bookkeeping and
Accounting. .8/5gt McIlreth, a erypto man in the ammy, finds that his eight yvears
as a psychologist comes in handy when he teaches the class in Psychology and
Life. Small Business #1 is taught by a practical 'small businessman, Cpl Maxwell
Breeden; and Szlesmanship by Capt. Charles Y. Zarreti, who could sell iceboxes
to Eskimos. We have tried to get an expert in each subject taught.
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The other members of the sectior ineclude Cpl Thomas J. O'Conmr', who hand=-
les the distribution of "Stars and Stripes", outside speakers and debates, and
Sgt Richard I, Palmer, clerk and general factotum.

40. Special Services.
Lt. Rex W. Floyd, Special' Service Ufficer.

Entertainment for enlisted men, welfare, recreation, athletics for all
personnel of Station 145 has been the iceyword of the newly-named Special and
Information Services, which ingludes all special service and infommation and
education facilities. ) ;

In rounding out a year of activity in the ET0, a summary of events in-
cludes dances, athlstics, shows, organized teams (basketball, tennis, track,
swirming, badminton, horseshoes, football, baseball and softball), &ll of
which placed high in both division and 8th Alr Force competitions.

The outstanding feature and eatertaimment for the enlisted men are the
dances held weekly at the Aero Club on Vednesday evenings. Service girls form
the nucleus .of the feminine attraction.

Outstanding accomplisiment of this year has been the organization and
building of thé¢ cup-wimdng musical orgarization, the "Airliners". This band
has played for Britisgh service personnel, benefit darces and shows for British
charities; also shows, dances for officers and enlisted men over the entire
U.K., and engagements at the Stage Door Canteen and Queensberry Club in London.
185. engagements have been played, and 92,320 reople have elther danced or heard
music played by the Airliners. The band is composed of both enlisted men and
officers. =

The Base Theater, which has its cepacity seating of 400 filled at almost
every performance, has been titled "Theatre Trans-Lux". A matinee schedule is
set up every cther day, with two evening performances regularlye

A policy of at least one USO show and one local British concert party
monthly .on the Base to provide variety ard dramatic entertainment for all per-
sonnel is maintained. Two variety shows have been produced by personnel of this
station, one entitled "You!ve Had It", and the other “Flak Happy".

Organization and opering of the new NCO Club on this station took place
Friday 14 July 1944, This club is directed and run as one of the best NCO clubs
in the Division, ‘ 2

In the realm of physical training and competitive sports this station has
rated highly. A well organized physical training program was conducted during
the summer of 1944. Sports competiticn found Lhis station winning first places
in badminton, singles and doubles, and swimmding. In baseball, softball, foot-
ball and basketball the final tally showed this station near the top. Softball,
tennis, basketball, badminton and two touch-football league series were run
off. Skeet and rifle competitions were also highlizhts of the inter-station
leagues.

A large Christmas party was held on both the 1943 and 1944 holidays for
local children, having games, movies, food and presents for their enjoyment.

. & world premiere highlighted the week of 27 February 1945 as the new
Barbary Stamwick film, "My Reputation," was shown to Base personnel.

In the rounding-up swimary, other activities that found personnel of this
station busy on off-duty time, aside from the educatioral off-duty classes,
were learn-to-dance classes, bingo, ping pong, hayrides, horseback riding,
picnics, parties, song fests, snookter, darts, weight-lifting, boxXing, handball,
golf and volleyball.

Upon arrival of Lt. Thomas E. Hoyer at this station 14 August 1944, Special
Service had a complete staff of officers: Lt. Rex W. Floyd, Special and Informa=-
tion Services Officer; Lt. Marnold J. Swith, Fhysical Training Ufficer; and
Lt. Hoyer, Information and Lducation Officer, T
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11, Office of the Catholic Chaplain.
Capt. Cornelius A. Sharbough, Catholic Chaplain,

On June 21, 194k, pursuant to orders issued by 8th Air Force Headquarters,
Fabher Sharbough arrived at “ackbeath, the home of the 467th, to take over the
duties of Chaplain %o the Catholic Personnel. Hitherto, there had been no
Catholic Chaplain assigned to the Group.

Early days of operations were somewhat restricted bscause of the lack of
a suitable chapel, but subsecuently a chapel was provided and activity began to
round itself out. Daily briefing devotions widch are a tremendous morale factor
as well as spiritual benefit to the conbat men, were very well received. Each
morning before the Catholic men scar into the skies, they are fortified spirit-
ually by the reception of "The Sread of Life,

Daily Mass, Novena Devoticus weelkly, Rosary and Benediction have always
been well attended. Atiendance figures for these devotions have grown steadily
since their inciption.

Shortly after arrival a Holy Meme Society was organized among the Catholic
men, and this organization has been sponsoring trips to places of historical and
religious interest to the men. Contact has been made with a group of Catholics
at an English fighter base, and Sunday evsning socials have been held altern-
ately at each base. This aflords a splendid opportunity to meet personnel of
the British nation and exchange ideae and views. The Society has also sponsored
outstanding English speskors here on Lhe hase, Flans arc being drawn for a large
dance, and thce resunption of fisld %rips is being planned with the return of
nice weathor. The Society receives lioly Cormunion on the second Sunday of the
month in a body.

Cutside speakers at lovena Devotions on Tuesday evenings have played a
great part in the religious development of the men. Speakers have talked sbout
outstanding places of interest such as the Shrine of Lourdes in France, the
growth of Catholicism in Englend and other varied subjects.

The interest, irtegrity and the spirit of cooperstion among the men here
on thestation, vhich nas surmousted all obstacles in their path, has led to the
completion of a very beautiful little chapel. The chavel has stcadily been
improved since its inception until today it is g fitting tribute to the religi-
ous spirit of the 467th.
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PART 11X
BIOGRAIHILS

H.Be The Awards and Docorations of the men described below are listed in
soction of the history provided for that purpose (Fart V).

Colonel ALBZRT JOSEPH SHO'ER, Group Commander, was born in Madison,
Wisconsin on June 16, 1910, HNe¢ studied at the University of Wisconsin
durding 1930-231, and then went to the Unitod States !dlitary Academy at 'last
Point, where e reccived the degrec of B.5. and 2 commission as 2nd Lte. on
June 12, 1935. From 1936 to 1939 he sorved in Hawaii, performing tactical
Squadron dutics. From 1939 to 1942 ho was assigned to Chanute Field, where
he performmed squadron adeirdstrative and Sir Corps Supply dutiese During
1942 to 1943 he was on the staff of Ceneral liarion in the South West Pacific,
and in the summer of 1943 he became s Frovisional Group Commandor in the
Secord Jir Forces. He took this Grouwp to Africa, amd was able to observe
operetions thore before joining the 487the Col, Shower was the first.
officer assigned to the 467th Group. 4s a Liewyjenant Colonel, he received
his ordors on August 28, 1543, before the Group was activated, and at the
time he was the Ay Executive. He Joined the Group at AAFSAT in Orlando,
Florida in mid-Septembor of 1943, axd assumed command on October 25 of the
same years Col. Shower, therefore, has been with his Group since its
activation, and has commanded it most of the time, a rare distinetion among
Group Commandcrs in the ET0. Cols Shower's wifc and two children live in
liadison Tisconsin.

Colonel ALLEN FORREST HERZEERG, former iir Exceutive, was born on October 2,
1913 in Denver, Colorado. Ho attonded the University of Missouri from 1932
until 1935, and received the degrec of B.S. and & commission as 2nd Lt. from
the United Statoes Uilitary Academy in 1939 He was on duty with the Train-
ing Command until 1943, when he transforred to the Second Aixr Forcee He
Joined the L&7th as a Lte. Col. on 3 Hovemuer 1943, and came overscas a month
ahead of the Group in chsrge of it's advance gartys. He left the Group to
become Ting Operations Officor at the 96th Combat Bombardment Wing, and in
that position was promoted to tin rpnk of Coloncl. Ho is now serving as
Commanding Officer of th: 458th Bombardmont Group ot Horsham St. Faith.

Cols Horszborg is married, and the fator of two childrene His permancnt
residence is Donver, Colorad.

Lt. Col. JXES JERE[TAH IHONEY, Adr Ixccutive, was born in Newton, llass- .
achusetis on February 4, 1917. He received his L.B. from Boston Collogo
in 1M0, and in his oivilicn days, sorved in tix Notiomal Guard. He was

‘commissioncd as a 2nd Lte on 29 lay 1941s For som timc, he sorvid as

Flight Commander in tho Anti-Sub Commard. Beforc joining the 467th Lte Cole
Unhonay commanded the 25%th Scuadron: of tie 492nd Bomberdment Group, Second
Adr Divisions On August 10, 1944, his squadron was tronsforred as a body,
to the 467th, where it was renamed tiz 788th. later, when a vocancy arose
for the position of lir Execcutive, le was appointed to fill it. Lt. Col.
dohoney's wife and son are living in Upper lontelair, MNew Jersoy.

Lt. Col. ION SESSIONS 'TALKZR, Ground Executive, was born in Cliver, lichigan,
on December 12, 1906, He received tho degree of A.B.E. from the University
of Florida in 1931, and in civilian life worked in the paper manufacturing
industry. He was called to active duty as a Captain on 28 August 1940, and
served in various copacities in the Gulf Coast Flying Treining Command. He
joined the L67th as a Lts Col. on 19 Septezber 1943, and has been its Ground
Exccutive ever simncee Lte Coles Falker is married, has no children, and his
permenort address is Mobile, Alabama.

Lt. Cole WALTER RAY SITH, JR., Group Cperatiocns Offic.r, was vorn in
Kalamazeo, lichigan on dugust 31, 1918, Upon his graduation from the
University of liinnesota in 1940, ho received a degres of BJ.CJE. ard a
commission 28 2nd Lt. C.ilCe (AL)s He took a step dovn to becoms an
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Aviation Cadet, and was re~commissioned as a 2nd Lt., this timo in the jir
Corps, upon the completion of his trainming at Brooks Field in February of
1961~ Since tiet tire, te has served as Operctions Officer of a Provisional
Oroup overseas. He also wes for some timo the Operations Officer-of an .
ReT.U. Croup. He joined the 467th on 13 Decomber 1943 as a liajor, and has
been Croup Cperations Officer cver since. Lite Cols Sdth's wife lives in
St. Paul, Minnesotz, and they have onc son, since he come oversecas with this
Groupe

Lte Cols GRANK FiMCIER CHEAGER, Coumanding Officer of the 470th Sub Depot,
was torn on Juns 5, 1896 in Seattle, "lasiington.’ In Yorld ¥ar I, he drove

an ambulance as o Private in the l'edics. He received a Roscrve Cosmission in
1927, and by 1935 was a Captain in the Reserves. In civilisn lifc, he was in
the truck transportation businesse bHe was called to active service as a
Captein on July 1, 1941, amd was in the Servico Command until be camo over—
geas in August of 1943. Ho arrived et Rackheath on Jemmary 5, 194k as &

Lts Col. Lte Cole Creager is married, and the father of a boy ard a girl.
His permancrt home address is Seattle, Vashington. _

Major GEORGE *TLLIAL DARMELL, Station adjutent, was born on lay 24, 1911 at
Cordall, Oklehoma. He attended Oklahoma .\ & ile for two years, and entered
the Regular Army, in which organization he holds a permancrt warrant as
Staff Sergeant. He wont on active duty as a 2nd Lt. on lMarch 6, 1941, and
following that was assigned adnirnistrative duties at Tueson, Arizona, He
was Jater C.0. of a Satellite air bease at Lewiston, Montara, and Administra-
tive Inspector at Repid City, South Dakotn. FKé joined the 467th on January
15th 194% as a Captain, and until aftor thc Group come overscas was Executive
Officer in the 79ist Squadron. iajor Daraell is moarried, has onc child, and
his permancrt residonec is Oklahoma City, Oklahomae

Major ROBERT L. SILZARULO, formorly Commanding Officer of the 788th Squadron,
was bom in Indiene on Novembor 1, 1919« He gradunted from Indiana Univer-
sity in 1940, and was commissionod a 2nd Lte 4n 1941, aajor Salzarulo was

a mamber of the originsl c¢adrc of the Group, having: joined it as a Captain
on Soptomber 9, 1943« Ne was lost on 29 .pril 1944, just 19 dars aftcr the
L6Tth flow its first mission. Sinco that time, he has been reported as a.
prisoncr of war,

Major JOHN JAY TAYLOR, Coumanding Officer of th: 786th Bombe Squadron, was
born in Chippewa Falls, ’isconsin on Jaonuery 29, 1920, He attonded Stevens
Point Teachers! Collcge for threc yenrs bufore Joining the Army, and ho was
commissioncd as o 2nd Lt. on July 12, 1941, Subscquontly he scrved for some
tire in thc Anti Sub Commard. Maving coms to the ZT0 with the 492nd Bombe
Gps, he joincd tho L6T7th on .ugust 10, 19LL as Operntions Officer of the
squadron he now commendse 4t tast tive, his ramk wes Captaine lajor Taylor
is not marricd, and his permnanemt addross is Stovens Point, ‘/isconsine

Major GARNET BRUCE P/UER, former Commarding Officer of the 78%th Bombardment
Squadron, was born on .mguet 27, 1920 in Dahlonege, Georgin. Hoe attunded
North Georglia College for two yeers, ard worked for soze time as an insur-
ancc saleaman before entering the Jlrmy, He was commissiored as a 2nd Lt. on
October 31, 1941, Subseguently lie servoed as Oporations Cfficcr, Squadron
€.0. (*of a Recon. Sq.), ard was attached to the Infantry School at Ft.
Benning for tests and domonstrations of tie A-20. Ho was Group Operations
Officer in tho original cadrc of the 46T7th which was activated on Scptember
9, 1943, and ot that time he held the rank of Captein. Shortly beforc traons-
for overscas, he beeame C.0. of the 789the. Major Pelmor comploted his tour
in the ETC, and has rcturned to his wifc and son in the Statos, His perman~
¢nt address 1s Dahlonoga, Georgine

Mz jor RCEERT STU.RT SREILER, Comending Officer of the 789th Squadron, was
born on July 30, 1919 in San Froncisco, Cals Bofore entering the srmy, he
spent one year at Corncll University. Betwcen jugust 1941 and July 1942, ho
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graduated from the Army Cooks! and Bekers! Sehool, and scrved in tie QIC as
cook and Moss Sorgoant. He was caompissioned ns a 2nd 1t. on Aprdl 22, 1943,
and be joined the Group 23 a pilot of onc of its original crews on November
9, 1943, Aftor arriving overseas with the 79lst Sqo, e subsequently became
agsts Operations Officor and Operations Officer of tint Scundrone He finish-
od his first tour in the B.T.0., acd, cfter spending e leave in the States,
returncd to the UsX. to start a sccond tour of cambet dutye It waes upon

his return that ho wes assigned to tie 789th Sq. as C.0. Hajor Seiler is
not married, and his permanent homo is in “fashington, D.Ce

Major FRED ERIEST HOLDREGE, JR., foruor Commonding Officer of tie 790th
Saquadron, was born in Thermopolis, Vyoming, on Septesber 3, 1917, He
attended tre University of Colored for onc yoar, ard graduated from the U.S.
Military acadomy at Wost Point on Moy 29, 1542, at which time hoe was commis-
sioned ns o 2nd Lt, After gotting his wings, ho served for some time as an
Operations Officor, until he joined thu L467th on October 18, 1943. At that
time he was a lst Lt., and throughout his aseigmment with the Group ho was
the C.0. of the 790th. Mrjor Holdrego has comploted his tour in the E.T.0,.,
and is now working as Training Officcr with tho 96th Combat Bombardment ¥Winge
He is not marricd, and his hore is in Deavor, Colorade

Coptain EUGENS WILLL/M VEVERNA, Commanding Of ficer of tho 790th Squadron,
wos born on Fobrusry 9, 1918, in Clovelard, Ohlo. Ho recolwed the degree
of B.h. from Cberiin College in 1940. He was commissioncd as o 2nd Lte on
Septembor 26, 1941, eord from October of thet renr until Juno 1943 he served
as a pilot of B-24s and B-17s on patrol in Pannme, Ecquador, and Peru.
Since joilning the Group on December 23, 1944, Cept. Veverka served as anh
A8t Gp. 53 and as Asst. S3 in the 78C0th Squadron beforce being cssigned
to his present position. He is morried, hos no childre, and his permancnt
address is Clevelard, Ohio.

Lt. Col. ALBERT LOUIS 'ALLACE, JR., Coumnnding Officor of the 791lst Sguadron,
was born in Cloveland, Oido, on Decomber 19, 1917, “He studicd Mochanical
Engincering at Oregon State College for throe jenrs, ard was commissioned as
n 2rd Lt. in the Army on April 25, 1941. JAs a ncuber of the original cadre
of the L&Tth, he joincd the unlt in Scptecber 1943 as a Captain, and hes
comanded the 79Llst Squadron evor sincc. Lte Cols "allace is smnrricd has one
child, and his home is in Portlond, Oregons

Major ELTARD LIKELS OGDEN, Group S-2, was born in Kewwanz, Indiena on

August 1, 1897. In Yorld Var I, he was a {lyer in France and Italy for two
yoars, cndirg up with the rank of lst 1t, 1In 1520, he roceived his 4.B. from
the University of Rochestor (M.Y.) and three year lator reccived his LL.B.
froe the Harvord Low Schools He practiced lew in Rochester, New York until
he was cormissioned as a Captein in lny of 1942, In tho Ay iir Forces, ho
sorved as Dircetor of Combat Iatelligence at tie Jrmy adr Forces Jr Intelli-
gence School in Harrisburg, Fennds, ard also as assistant to tho A.C. of S,
i~2 ot Hoadquarters Second ,dr Force in Colorado Springs. He joined the
Group as a Yejor on December 13, 1943, .wolting his return at his home in
Nochoster are o wife and five (5) daughturs,

¥ajor CAPERS /NDRE'™S HOLIES, JR., Group Nevigntor, was born in Culloden,
Georgia, on February 1, 1917. lc greduated from the University of Goorgia
in 1978, attaining the dogroc of A.B.de, and at that tire wes comdssionod
as o 2nd Lt. irf the Cavalry. In civilian life, ho worked in public re¢lations
at the Univorsity of Goorgia. FHe was celled to asctive duty with the Aiir Corps
in March of 1941, and for sonc tine did adminlstrntive vork at various air
bascs in the Stotes, He weat through MNevigation School as & Captein, and
upon graduation in Harch of 1943, was actundly transforre to tie [dr Corpse
He sorved ns navigator in a nudber of R.T.U. units in the Second :ir Force
until he joincd the original eadre of tis L6Tth on 9 Scptember 1943. Major
Holmes is not married, and his permanent eddross 1is Culloden, Georgine
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Major WAYMNE 'TILBUR WOOD''ARD, Croup Commmnications Officer, was born in
Jarrell, Texas on January 17, 1910. In his few civilinn days, he worked

with tho Santa Fo Railroad, ard on August 20, 1931, he cnlisted in the Army.
As #x enlistod man, he spent three years in szz'ma. He became a Warrant
Officer on May 15, 1942, and a 2nd Lt. on June 13, 1942 Heo then sorved as
Station Communications Officer at a nusber of fields in the States, and ‘
Jjoined the Group on Decumber 26, 1943 as a lst Lt. Major Voodward is mrxied;
has no ehildren, and his pemare't addrass is Kerrville, Tws.

Mejor JOSEFH LEE MAIN, CI‘OLp Surgt,on, was born on July 14, 1914 in Hanpton,
Virgina. He z\.ccivcd his .S, dogrec from illinm and Hory, in 19345 and

his H.D. from the University of Virgint four years leter. On iy 11; 1942,
he was cormissiored as s lst Lt., and subseque.tly served with the Air Corps
in the South-cast Flying Training Command. He joined the 467th with its ,
original cadre in Soptember 1943 as a Captain, and hins becn the Group Surgeor
ever gincaes unajor Menn is murricd, has no childron, and his permancnt home
is in Bampton, Virgina.

Hajor VALTER '{;;LPH GIESECKL, Group Engincoring Officor, was born on Janunxy
10, 1919 in Xarbls Falls, Texas, In civilian life, he was a rancher in his
hou. gtate, From 1941 to 19,3, he was o cruw chief and instructor in the
Aly Corps, attaining the rank of 1/3gts before he went to school to get his
commissions On April 12, 1943, hc become a 2Znd 1t., and subseguently served
as Engincering Officer in ne~vy bombter Groups in tle States. He was o
membor of the 392nd Bomb., Gp. while thoy flew their first 1C0 missions from
the UK., and he joinod the 467th as a Captain on Moy 28, 1944. Major:
Giesccke is murried, has one son, and his homo addross is iarble Falls, Toxe

Hajor JAUES ADAM SGHMER, Cemmending Officcr of the T4th. Station Complomont
Squadron, was born on aApril 7, 1901 in Mount Carmel, Penna. For 19 years
he’ served in the Amy ns an enlistod man, and he became o lst Lt, on Jdugust
14, 1942, &s C.0. of his Squndron, he come overscas in November 1943 Dur-
ing two months in 1944, he sorved as Jir Inspector in the 467th Greup, and
then went back to command his Squadrone lajor- Sommer is marricd has no
children, and his permansent addrcss is Pmpton, Virgina,

Captain WILLI.M CHARLES EViNS, Group Bomb‘.rdier, was born on November 8, 1921
in Wilkes-Barre, Pennae. FPefore jeining the irmy, he was a machinist., #He
recoived his cormission as 2nd Lt. on July 15, 1943 and on Noveaber 20 of
the same year, hwe joincd the Group as a nexber of one of its originel crows.”
After some expericnce in tro E.T.0., ho becars the 791lst Squadron Bombardier,
and finally rosc to the position of Gro.xp Scubardicr. Capte Evons is not

merried, and his pormanent addross is 1iilkes-Barre, Pennae
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SZCRIT
IV-CASUALTIES
a. CASUALTIES EN ROUTE TC UNITED KIKGDOH

On 17 March 1944 one aircraft of the 790th Bonb. Sguadron crashed into
the Atlas Mountains between Dakar and Marrakech, Killing all of the crew:

Mosser, Edward J. 21t KIA
Houghton, Earl L. 2Lt "
Ford, Thomas M,, Jr. 2 Lt n
Deaves, Robert H. 2 It v
Massey, Luther E. T/Sgt n
Waterman, Robert P. S/Sgt "
Detwiler, John K. S/5gt "
Gorezewski, Anthony Je 8/Sgt n
Green, Gere S. Sgt n
Kelly, Howard J. Cpl "

Another crew, ferrying a B-24 for the ATC, suffered casuaities on the
take-off and crash at Dakar:

Bragdon, Ellwood L. 2 It SIA Elost one eye)
Skidmore, Curtis C. 21t LIA (ear injury
Rubin, Albin K. F/0 KIA

Johnson, Richard B. 2 lt LIA

Pullaro, Sam i Sgt LIA

Bertch, David Sgt KIA

Wallingham, Earl Set EIA

Steinhagen, John C. Sgt SIA

Clasbey, Sam He Sgt SIA

b. KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY IN U.K. (Practice lissions)

Pendergast, James R. F/0 Jan. 22 1945
McArthur, John F. B/0 "
Stokes, Otto W, F/0 "
Rachword, Clarecace J. 5/sgt "
Rostkowski, Leonard Sgt "
Erickson, Floyd ¥W. Szt "
Walker, William E. Sgt "
Wasson, Frank Sgt "
O'Malley, John F., Jr. Sgt "
Prewitte, William V. 11t Aug.16 1944
Hall, William H. 2 Lt "
Pattangall, Malcolm N., Jr. 2Lt n
Godshalk, George R., Jr. 11t "
Grooms, Edward C. 1Lt "
Meredith, Oliver E., Jr. S/5gt "
Dadig, Albert S., Jr. S Aug. 22 1944
_Wunrich, Arncld A. F/0 Now. 9 1944
Allen, Raymond V. T/Sgt .on
Ostrander, Lyle M. T/5gt "

¢. OPERATIONAL LOSSES
1. Killed in Action:

Van Tress, Harold P., Jr. 11t lare. 18 1945
Mills, George W. 11t A S
Hatkoff, Nathan X. 2 Lt weoogom
Missiras, Theologos F/C " "
Grinkiarious, Michael T/5gt "
Dick, James A T/5gt 9
Rinesmith, John W. 8/Sgt ; "
Uleritk, James E. S/Sgt #

Cassels, Hugh R.

-

S/Sgt "
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Gore, Joseph A.
Schellhas, Kurt Fo
Pheneger, Clifford A.
Hag.ist, Rchard S.
Fearon, Joseph F.
Hontick, .lbert
Ryers, Lewis E.
Koller, Karl J.
Materewicz, Edward R.
Williams, Robert L.
Ketchel, Dale K.
Foster, David ¥.
Christian, Lewis Ce.
ham, Robert Jv
Close, Duane Z.’
Vaught, Bertie I, Jr,
Ellefson, John M.
Hardick, Peter Jr.
Onischuk, Alek
lorehmlae, Roland L.
Koley, Stanley P.
Walinski, .alter
Sefca, ¥artin Jr.
Hanks, VWeldon M.
Loberg, Denver
tloods, illard T. Jr.
Smith, John

Yorby, Henry J.
Sherrill, %William M.
Lifschitz, George
Pontius, Darlton W
Snyder, Philip A.
Burns, Jufus Re
Manley, Leo J.
Wilkins, ¥William F.
Sakrison, Albert E.
Chilver, Harold R,
Schlomowitz, Sol
Rainault, Rodger B.
Wickerham, Ceorge B.
Bishop, Carl S.
Finger, Samucl
Zvancich, Frank C.
Lloyd, Howsrd A.
DOO].G, Roy Je
Schneider, Norman E.
Collins, Richard J.
Sanderford, Dan M.
McCamish, Benjamin Fe
Coven, Albert E.
Price, JArthur D.
Hikulin, John
Perreault, Joseph V.
Luna, Paul D.

L'Udka, Richard J. Jr.
Harrison, Charles D.
Teague, Jugene Je
Fitz jarrell, Ndmond M.
Creighton, Richard C.
Hamilton, Ceorge S.
Sager, leo nard Ceorge
Hinkebein, Glen L.
illinon, Georgu Ve
Condon, Zdward I

¢

2Lt
S/ogt

T/5gt
2Lt

1/t
T/52t
S/ogt

s/:gt

5/égt
o Tt
21t

SSCRIT

Febe 3 1944
Dec. 29 1944
Dec., 29 19“}
DGC. 29 lgid&
Decs 29 19LL
Decs 29 19L4
Dec. 29 1944
Dece 29 lgldvb
Dece 29 191!1#
Dece 29 1944
Decs. 29 191010
Decs 29 1944
Dec. 29 1944
Dec. 29 19&‘&
Deca 29 1944
Dec. 25 19M

"

n

"

Dec. 2 1944
Nove 5 1944
Cct. 14 1944
Augs 13 1944

Auge 13 191016

Auge 7 1954

Aug. 6 1944
duge 5 1944
Auge 3 1944

Juls 11 1944
i

Jun. 25 1944
n

Kay 8 1944
"

Apr 29 1944

"
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Dreksler, Zdward J. S/E
Boucher, James R. 5/igt
Hill, LeRoy M. 8/8gt
Peters, Richard C. s/Sgt
Williams, Floyd D. S/Sgt
Reid, Stalie C, 113
Yason, Warren . 2Lt
Ferguson, James Ge 21t
Aljier, Louis A. 21
Dery, Sylvia L. T/Sgt
Hope, Edward W. Sgb
Kovalenko, falter '7 /Set
Roden, James A. 2Lt
Laxey, J.H. 2Lt
Landis, “Jellington E. 2Lt
¥ilson, Tobert E. 2Lt
Violette, Louis Js 5/5gt
Carter, George =. §/5gt
Forak, Richard E. 8/ gt
tiowe, James R. S/ 5gt
McGonigle, Charles D, 5/Sgt
Orr, Riley E. s/<gt
Snock, Oliver .., 2Lt
Caluorai, Ernest 11t
"illiams, Abel Je. S/sgt
Skinner, Jack M. 21t
Stuckman, Charles L. 2 Lt
Wilder, Jmmett L. 2Lt
Dahlin, Axel R. 2Lt
Eaton, Raymond J. T/<gt
Harahbarger, K.H. S/ogt
Reed, Qussell I. S/sgt

Seriously Younded in Action

Closkey, Carl R.
Samyn, JAchiel J.
Voyles, Ross Z.
Szypula, Felix S,
Darer, "Mindferd D.
Pettit, Harvey P.
Honn, Glenn Je.
¥arques, Walter L.
Perkins, Fay Z.
Caudreau, ..ilfred J.
Schmitt, N orman F.
dolson, Nathan L.
Paik, Richard

Lightly Younded in Action

Scharrschmidt, "lliam P.
Segler, Thomas F. Jr
Shaughnessy, Thomas V.
Zbikowski, Joseph e
Been, Delbert T.

Bond, Sichard N.
Leashek, Peter

SECRET

F/0
32/ ugt
Cept
5/5gt
S/3gt
1Lt

S/sgt
o/ gt

Cpl

st

2 1Lt
Capt
11t
F/0
21t
21t
S/egt

Apra :.:9 1944

Febs 22 19165
Feb. 26 19’v5
Jan. 1 1945
Jecs 6 1944
Nov. 25 1944
Cet. 19 1944
Jul. 17 1944
Jun. 21 1944
u

Mey 8 1944

Auge 13 1944
"

May 8 19L4
Apr 22 19L4L
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4+ Seriously Injured in Action:

5

6.

Whitham, Challenger 1Lt
Sa.len, John V. S/Sgt
Smith, Frank M. 2 Lt
Plaskiewicz, Clement V. F/0
Thompson, Truman S., Jr. Sgh
Bales, John F., Jdr. 2 1t
Matzek, Neil C., Jr. S/sgt
Person, William J. S?'
Krzny, John A, 5/5gt
Lockens, Edwin B. 1Lt
Dupree, Joscph A. 2 Lt
Curran, Robert J. 2 Lt
Miller, Warren J. F/0
G'e!'mn, Howard Bo, Jro S/Sst
McElveen, Joseph Pe Sgt
Stanfill, Walter C. Szt
Hornsby, James E, Sgt
Lightly Injured in Action:
Berman, Marvin R. Sgt
Cray, Vernar W. Sgt
Grinnell, Charles D. Sgt
Troy, Robert B, T/Sgt
Gilbert, Richerd A. S/3gb
Solinsky, Barnsrd E. T/Sst
Branaman, Edwin W, 5/3et
Mastandnea, Philip J. S/Sgt
Kissing in Acticn:
Haines, L. M. 8/5gt
uoore, B. F. it
Kilgore, W. T. 5/Szt
B!‘&lm, Wl Go S,"Sgt
Atley, D. E. Lt
Russell, R. T. 8/Sgt
DaVis, Rs Ce S/Sﬁt
vo@l, R. D, S/.Sgt
Brannan, G. H. S/Sgt
Sbephens, R. B, Lt
Peacock, C. T/Sgt
Jenkins, F. C. S/set
Walther, G, 8/3et
Carchietta S/Sgt
Heltrn, E. k. Lt
Borehick, F. T/Set
Gensert, T. A. S/Sgt
Brezowski, S. 8/5zt
Margiosso, C, S/8gt
Knowles, C. L. S/sgt
Greble, W. E. Lt
Robinson, J. E. Lt
Van Veen, F. P. S/Sgt
Fisner, R. C. S/3g
Murochy, J. J. SiSgt
Kernedy, J. J. 5/Sct
Davis, H. P. S/5gt
Urdernood, J. F. Lt
Gillett, T. R. | Lt
%ieiinski, E. 5/5gt
Younkin, L. E. Lt
Kalienko, S« s/Sgt
Kellﬂ, S: Le Sgt
SECRET

Dec. 25, 1944
n

Nov. h, 19’61&
Augs 18, 194k
n

Aug’ 3; 19“
July 11, 1944
n

Aug. 25 ) 19’010
"

June 12, 1944
n

lay 8, 1944
Apr. 11, 1944

Apr. 13, 1944
Apr. 29, 1944
"

Kay 8, 1944
"

May 29, 1944
"

n
n
"

June 21, 1944
n

n
u
"
"

June 29, 1944 (KIA)
n

g
July 11, 1944
1
2

huge 5, 1944
n




- Dt;mj- J.'A.

s Gibbﬂ, El N.

Te

EcGlynn, B. A,
wer, G. E.
Shim, Y. E.
Micko, K, C..
Janss,. A. H. -
Williams, R. L.
Wilson, W. B.
Watkins, J. F..
Cisco, Re Le
G&lbre&t.h', Be Co
Simpson, S. Pe
Ap}”l,e(:. So, Jro

Prisoners of War

uamr’ c‘ J‘.
Evans, H. B.
Bush, . S.
stmt, G. C.
Bigelow, %. L.

RObb, S' CI‘

Ellison, J. A.
Prokop,- F. P.

B\Irgelin Je

~.Salzarulo, R. L.*

c°310tt Fo¥
Powell, 5 S0
Verbosky, E.
Wa.tta, C. L.v
Allen, H. H.
Gavin, J. P..
Billiter, ¥. L.
Alien, L. Ae
¥uhns, E. J.
Baize, v’ "l ]
Angus, J.. B.
Pentis, H. . .

. Torgerson, H,.
. Baker, J. W.*
.. -Beasley, E. A.*®
. ;Mitchell, . ¥ #*

chﬁ{, c. -

Rabenold, J.¥
}..eCracken, K%
Gounta 3 w. He .

Hale, V..

E-uff, E. G.
Landora, R. E.

g )lcCa.rlon, W. H.

l—dm’ c. OLQ .
"Richardson, G. He

Kum’ G- % s ok
Syllivan, -F. R.

. S‘c’k’, Aso D.

Walker, .J..L.
PO]J.OCK, CI e

L“m Jc RO

Ry&n} Ro JO

" “Baker, W. H.
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Mar, 18, 1945

Apre 13, 1944

Apr. 29, 1944
2 "

June 29, 1944
Jaly 11, 1944
n

"
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Coltey, E. Z.
Kramer, W. R.
O'Hara, J. H.
Klemas, J. J.,
Besney, J. M.
mar’ B' c. "
Kotraba, G. J.
McCartney, S. Al |
Kirby, J. W,, Jr.
G&ge, De Re

Jez, T. F.
Corbin, S. R.
Herring, A. I.
Montgomery, R. E.
Steinbrenner
Hudson, D. J.
Ostrander, L. l.
Allan, R. V.,
Weinrick, A. A.
Ungerer, M. M.
u&cmn&ld, Je Ge
Winebrenner, F. J.
Young, L. C.
McGrath, Us J., Jr,
Quigley, J.
Weindel, A, L.
Reeves, C. F.
Swanberg, A. X.
Truxes, ¥. W.
Sullivan, J. E.
Countey, J. J.
Hurwitz, D.
Kilmeyer,Fred J.
Sanders, Frark E.
!ai‘nen, ‘Rby L.
Holter, A.
Geschl, V.
Smith, J. ¥, .
Feidler, C. A.
Bemer, R. Ea
Della Hocca, D.
Hird, R- Aq
Hurst, W, A.
Mulligan, Ja D
Young, Js Se
Caselton, Y. J.
Sies, . M.
Levin, ¥.
Pratt’ C. Re
Breltich, M. J..
Willis, ¥. H.
Tomaski, L. E.
Porter, L. F.
Wells, R. A. .
Gallagher, J. 4.
Shepherd, R. E.
Wilt, J. T..
Byers, F. E.
Cardin, F. P.
Geddes, J. A.
Kartin, G. R.
Reid, A. H.
Shurtz, Gs Fo
Guzik, C. M.
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Lt

5/8gt
S/Sgt
S/5gt
S/Sgt
Lt

Lt
F/0.
Cpl
Set
3t
S/Szt /44 °
S/Sgt ;%
s/set K
Lt

T/5ct

T/Sgt

Lt
Ly
Lt
S/5zt

Sgt
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Aug.

Aug.

Oct.

Nove .

ove

Dec.

Jan.

Fab.

Feb,

L';al: .

1944,

194

1944

1984
1944

1942

1944

1945

1945

19545

1945 (KIA

(KIA

)
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Golisch, R. J.
Janovich, G. L.%
Tm’lor, A I
Langenfeld, V. A,
Whitacre, C. E.
Vittitoo, J. Aa
Love, D. E.
Collirs, J. D.
Ganble, J. R., Jr.
Manning, J. E.
Biggs, J&
Johnson, G. V.
Murray, D. J.
Staudt, B. A.
Pulver, F. V.
Hettler, E. S.
Knott, L. J.
Garetto, Jo Co
Docouto, J. D.
Hartncy, Cv' ¥
Sane, . C.
Leyeg, C. Jo
cmlidgo, 7
Curran, R. JuJ&*
Bereskin, B. A¥
Buttner, F.
Pucillio, G.*
Barndt, E.%
Potsklan, J.
Bix, L. E.%
Carrito, D. J.*
Estes, B. R.
Donovan, Re.
Zhrlich,
Morgan, L.
Hirde, R. P.
Comnor, F. W.
Herrmann, R. E.
Sharkey, B. R.

Internees

Ford, R. ‘4’{.
Andersen, J. M.

8+ Esceped Internces

Shoup, V. Te
f'lyera, P« Fe
Rem, Rs Re
Poumk, Js
alin, H. G.
icClellan, P.
Jones, G. R.
Kester, ¥. Z.
Kearey, G. E. -
Rudowske, E. F.
Johnson, K. ¥
Robertaon, Jde
Hud&k, V-' J.
North, H. K.

5/3et
s/sgt

S/sgt
S,"S &'t
F/0
Sgt

5/8st
S/8st

July 12, 1944
"

Aug .

Auge

Aug.
Oct.

Dece
Jane

Feb,
Har.

5, 194%
"

n

n
"

6,
"

un
"
n
"

June 21

194%

1954
1904

190k
1945

1945
1945

1944

lay 11, 1944
"
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Brucciana, F. 5/35gt June 21, 1944
Rood, D. Ts s/3gt "
mns, R. Eo It July 12, ]9“
Sanders, R. T. - Lt "
Elber, G. A Lt "
Rawhouser, ¥. T/ugt. "
Vinson, J, /Sgt :
Allen, G. H, S/ogt "
Batman, E. M. s/sgt "
Wise, L. B 5/5¢t "
Yason, He R. 5/3gt "

d+ GROUND FORCE CASUALTIES (Result of GAF intruder attack on the base)

Miney, Daniel E. Pvt April 22, 194k KIA
Kahonoy, Wichasl P. Fvt WA

Va=-AWARDS AND DECCRATIONS
a. PURFLE HEART ATARDS

The following men received Purple lieart iwards for injuries suffered in
combat opcrations during the past year on the dates indicated:

Kastrandrea, Philip S/Sgt April ll, 1944,
Miller, Heyer Sgt "
Toland, Ray Sgt April 22, 1944
Mahoney, tchael Pyt "
Bond, Richard Lt "
Lyvers, Joseph 5/Szt "
Liashek, Feter 5/5et "
Shank, Hervin S/5gt "
Been, Daniecl Lt Vay 11, 1944
Piak, Richard T/S5gt Lay 8, 1944
Branaman, Edward S/ogt "
Hornsby, Jeamos S/3zt May 11, 1944
Solinsky, Bernard T/5gt « o Jure 12, 1944
Nelson, Nathan Sgt Jue A, 1944
Reynolds, Robert Sgt "
Schritt, Morsan Cpl "
Shaughneéssy, Thomas Lt Jure 25, 1944
Gandy, William Cpl June 21, 1944
Gaudreau, Vilfred Sgt Jure 28, 1944
Zibikowski, Josejh : F/0 Jure 25, 1944
Skidmore, Curtis Lt . July 7, 1944
HeCoombs, Doyle Sgt "
licElween, Joserh Sgt July 11, 1944
Stanfill, Valter, Sgt "
Lackens, Edwin Lt "
Curran, Robart Lt n
Dupree, Joseph 1t n
1iller, Warrcn 7/0 R
G(fmanf Mm S/sgt N
Perkins, Fay 5/8et July 17, 1944
Pearson, William St »
Dunning, Herbert it July 28, 194
Segler, Thomzs - Capt Auge 13, 1944
Laszlo, Goza it Auge 3, 1944
Nemayer, —lathow Lt o
Karavish, John ° Sgt -~ Sl
Cosgriff, John H. 5¢t Auge 1, 1944
Scharrschmidt, William Lt Aug . 16 1944
SECRET




Scharrschnidt, William
Leister, Rogor

Durf, Jess

Matzek, Neil

Bales, John

CGilputh, Jmes
Pettit, Henry:
Doenges, Robert

David, larcld L.
Davidson, Jerrolid K.
Silfies, Heyold
Hogarth, James T.
mth’ Fl'ank E. -
Flaskiowiez, Clement V.
Fishman, Benjamin T.
Skeen, ""gllace R.
Voyles, Ross E.
Brunnor, Harry F.
Samyn, Achiel J.

Sammetinger, Frederick C.

Sypulan, Felix S.
c&ﬁn.d(, mnby BC
Jonsen, Earl S,

Priest, R&]-ph E.
Gloskey, Carl R.

SPECIAL A'ARDS AND DECORATIONS

Cpl
Capt-
S/5t
S/8st
21y
T/5et
5/5rt
Cant
Cpl

?/0

Auge
Avge

16, 1944
18, 1944
"

n
"

Sept. 8, 1944

Oct,
Oct.
Dece

Dec.
Feb .
Febe
FCbo
Febe
Feb.

Hare
iler.

Her

7, 1944
19, 1964
25, 19k
n

"
"

29, 1945
n
6, 19L5
15, 1945
21, 1945
22, 1945
n
26, 1945
n

15, 1945
18, 1945
"

23, 1545

The following aw‘ards and decorations were given for leadership:

July 2%, 1948

Herzberg, Allen F.
&zith, Walter Re.
Doenges, Robert W,
Simpson, Truman De .
Yonefeldt, Leonard H.
Sheehan, fobert D.
Swearingen, James D,
VO].k, DO‘.!{;].BS 2
Holmes, Capers A.
Deck, Billy G.
Segler, Thomas T
Torretti, Faul
Bram, Demny E.
Lukenan, Robert F.
Smolar, Anthony R.
Keynor, Donald De
¥iallace, Albert L.
Brooks, JGSS‘B EO
Stuart, Aurel E.
Pencyer, Feaneth S,
Looman ; Anton J.
Torre, Gary S.
Shetlar, John A.
Deutsch, korton
Stewart, Rovert E.
Haborey, Jazes J.
Doren, Roland J.
Hanna, Loiell J,
Shover, Albert J.
Campbell, Richard
Dolan, Robert E.
Soblotney, Elbert
Russell » Sidney Ky
Desdardins, Ernest
Johnson, Carl V.

1t. Col.
it. Coli.
Hajor
1Lt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
lgjor
Capt.
Cant
Capt
11t
1Lt
1Lt
1lit
¥ajor
lit
1Lt
1Lt
1Ly
1 it
11t
11t
1Lt
Ite. Col.
1Lt
Capt
Col.
Gapt
1 Lt
11t
11t
1Lt
Capt

SE T

DFC
DFC.
. DEC
OLG DFC
DFC
DFC
DFC
DFC
iC
DFC
DFC
DEC
DFC
DFC
DFC
DFC
DEC

Aug.

Augo

"

Sept. 4,
Aug. 10,
"

Aug,

"
"

8,

Sept .M,
n

Octe

7y
n

Octe. 21,
L)

Nove l,
"

n

'IJOV. 21},

1944

1944

1941
1944

194
1904

1944
1944
1954

1944
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Holdrege, Fred E. Hajor DFC love 27, 1941
Manning, Addison B, Capt DFC Dece 6, 1944
Stevens, Lverett R. 11t DeC "
Good, Charles Je 1 It DFC ‘o
Rhoads, Louis Fe iit QLC DFC "
Panl, iarvin ¥. Capt DiC Yove 27, 19LL
Bvans, ¥illiem C. Capt CLC DFC Dec. 23, 1944
Bornfleth, Tdwin 1 Lt DEC Jan, 12, 1945
Roush, Loren L. 1Lt . DFC "
Tibbetts, Donald C. 11t . DKC Jan, 28, 1945
Abolaiia, Jacob 1Lt DFC X
Kouchoukos, Cearge Je 11y DFC N
Soltau, Eduard. He 1 Ig DFC "
Schade, J. C. 1Lt DFC "
Palmer, Garnet B. | iajor - OLC DFC Fedb, 9, 1945
Maming, Addicon B. Capt CLC DFC "
Cramer, ilaurice B. Capt DFC o
Whitsel, Travis S. Capt Dre "
Browm, Forrest D. 11t DFC g A
¥hithan, Challenger, Jre 11t DFC "
Brothers, Eurl P, 1Lt DIC "
Skoll, Fater /St DI'C "
Brown, Henry A. 5/5:% DFC "
Simon, Henry He Sj3ck DFC u
Hallowell, Ceorge E. 11 e Fevo 16, 1945
Sherrard, James L. 11k BFC n
Woodside, Lee S, 1Lt DFC H
Gehring, Joseph k. ’ 1Lt DFC n
Good, Charles J. L Lt CLC DIC "
Holdregze, Fred T, Lajor C1LC DFC »
Schulze, Clarence . 1 1Lt bFC Febe 23, 1945
Balog, Jonn As . 1 14 DRC "
Fraser, Domald ¥, 11t DEC "
Feldman, Robert Jq 1 . Dre "
Landers, Alfred G. U o ¢ DFC L
Green, Frank R, e jor DEC Hare 10, 1945
Littleford, James W, Capt DFG oy, 25, 1945
Ressler, Donzld L. 11t DFC "
Rothchild, Aubrey B Capt DFC Kare 30, 1945
Sturgis, ialcoln B, Capt DFC n
Malone, Loslie We 1Lt DIC n
Conley, John E. Kgjor 0LC DFC "
Kingston, Tiomas J, 1it DFC Aors 8, 1945
Sablotney, Elbert Te 1Lt 0LC Dre "
Hudson, Jares De Capt DFC Apr. 12, 1945
Alexender, Edwin Je Capt 210 : "
Cridling, Vance E. 1Lt DFC n
Leictor, Roger L. 11t e "
W s, Ceorge ¥. (Posthumous) 1 It DI 1
Williams, Billy Capt DIc Apr. 20, 1945
Cravens, Joscph W. 1 Lt DFC w
Franklin, Charles B. 1Lt UFC "
Hicks, Robert E. 1Lt oK "
Parvin, Donald L. 1Lt DFC "
Fearson, Yilbur R, 1Lt DFC "
Nash, David H. 1 It DFC n
Patton, Nolan Ge 1lit DFC "
Wild, oy Tre Capt D¥FC Apre 26, 19L5
Austin, Arthur F. 11t DFC n
Beyer, John 11t o¥e "
Conrow, Samuel 1 Lt DFC "
Hodge, Joseph A. 11t DiC "
Lepeos, Sol 11t DG "
Regrder, Paul Fe 11t DFC "

SSCRET
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The following awards and decorations were made as & result of merit-

orious service on the missions indicated:

Volk, Douglas Be Capt
Shower, Aloert Je Col.
Looman, Anton Je 1Lt
Ellison, Henry ¥ T/Szt
Stephenson, Dore D, 2Lt
Xurbhy, Thomas K. 11t
Schmitz, Chsrles J. T/5gt
Been, Delbert T. 11s

Jenking, lMalcolm W,
Simpson, Truman D.
Mulheran, Joseph G,
Grace, Charles W.

Prichard, Arthur L.

Zbikowski, Joseph HEe 2 1%
Palmer, Garnct Be Yajor
Nus sbauner, Joc Je 2Lt
Smith, Carlton ¥, 8/5zt

MHanion, Thomas V. S/Sit

Whited, Burl E. 8/5:4
Good, Donald F. S/Sat
Branaman, Edwin ¥, S/Sit
Segler, ™~ans Fe Capt
Smith, Jokn (Posts) 2Lt
Prewitte, William V.

(Post,) 1Lt
Taylor, John J. g jor
Fettit, Harvey 11t
Smith, Hersiel. Capt
Ostrander, L. li. T/S,\t
Claism. R. Ds S/Sgt
Nixon, J« R. S/Seh.
Nickoleon, Thomas 8/S=t
Ford, Richard W. 8/8zt
McGowan, Delmer D. 11t
Ramdrez, Joe R. H/Set
Bathke, Henry R., Jre. 5/5zt
Farodi, Natele F. 1Lt
Andrevs, Janes fe 1Lt
Shower, Albort Je Col.

The following men were cited by the

achievament in their duties:

Capt Tovert . Doanges

1 Lt Leonard He ¥onefeldt

1 Lt Biliy G. Deck

1 Lt Robert P. Lukeman

2 Lt anton J. Looman

Capt Griffin Re Beztty

1 Lt Charles Y, Crace

2 1t Bruce 7, Owen

2 Lt "1liam A. Buchecker

1 Lt Arthur R. Kirsis

1 Lt Baxter W, Honsley

1Lt Robs,rt D, Sheohan

1 Lt Jesce E. Syooks

5/Sgt John J. Foraols
Robert I. Dakor

T/Sgt ¥illiam' C, Willds

2 Lt Donald F. Kosslor

z It Joseph L. Cascy

2 Lt Colin Gorrity

SECRET

Cie Al
DFC
OLC AM
CLC A
DiC
DFC
Drc
KT
OLC AL
EHILY
DFC
DFC
DIiC
D¥C
pDre
Dc
QLC &
QLC A
OLC A5
0iC Al
DFc
CLC DIC
DC

DiC
OFC
DFC
DFC
OLC
QL.C
0LC
0il
DFC
OLC
QlL
0LC
DFc
orC
OLC DFC

EEEE

B

¥z
-

Siracourt Apre 20, 1944
Leipheinm Apre 2, 1944
Licse Kay 1, 1944
Siracourt Apr. 27, 1944
Brunswick iay ©, 1944

" n

) "

n "

n "
Bohlen Vay 12, 1944
Zwischenahn Hay 30, 1944
Bvreux June 6, 1944

" "
Pont a Vendin June 25, 1944
Berlin June 21, 1944
lnnich July 11, 1944
Brunswick Yay €, 1944

u lay 19, 1944

i n
Borlin Apre 29, 194k
Lille Octe 4, 194k
Scine Re Auge 13, 1944
Cologne Octe L4, 194

Training July 16, 1944

" n
Kazdeburg Octe 1, 1944
Politz June 20, 19LL4
Bransiick ay 29, 1944

n n

n n
Fort a Vondin June 25, 19A4
Berlin June 21, 1944
Minden, June 11, 1944
Haintenance Jan, 12, 1945

Dece 25, 194k
Mienberg Mar. 3, 1945
" "

"

n

L676h Besb. Group (1) for special

2 It Richard C. Randall
S/8=t James W, Jonos
Sgt David Kurtz

3¢t Louis B, Richanison
Sgt scheil J. Sauyn
Sgt Ralph W. Davidson
Sgt Philip Ne Saliba
Copt Hobert Se Seiler
Capt George E. Tormoen
1 Lt John K. Gile

1 Lt David B, lazer

1 Lt Herbert li. Dunning
S/ 8zt Elbert lis Nason
JSgt. Samucl Urmson, Jre
T/Sct Arenie Ce Pittman
T/Sgt Charles R. Wagner
Sgt Mlliam L. Keller
liajor John J. Taylor
Capt addison B, Manning
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1 Lt Charley J. Good Sgt Luther J. Hallman

1 1t Loren L. Roush Set Isaac V. Fesmire

1 Lt Everctt R. Stevons bgt. Frank Closta’

3 Lt James ‘ll’o Holt Ogt Imaz'd - S'nith
£/Sgt Peter Skoll Set Joe 0. Bartolacel
T/Sgt Allan C, Thitehoad Szt Georga W. Civmer
&/Sgt Julius G. Gavin 3+t Thomas J. Ford
5/5gt Hemry A. Brown 1i/Set. L\'bher G. Minor
5/5¢t Hemry G. Simon Cpl Andrew Kapi

2 Lt Oliver O, Carver 1 Lt Ralph H. Elliot

2 Lt Sugsne E. Garrett 1 Lt Ariold R. Thompson
2 Lt Stanley A. Spimeeber 1 It James R. Androws
Sgt Welter P. Bogusz 1 Lt Batale F. Parodi
Sgt Richard Flotcher 1 Lt George J. iouchoukos

Sgt John R. Kindra

Bronze Stars were awarded to the follawing off:cers and ren of the
organizetions indicated:

Giesecke, Waltar Re Capt 167 Borbe Gpe Hae
Geske, Poul E, Capt R
Coyte, Donald S. Sgt. 788th Bomb. Sq.
Burke, Hubert C. ' /st 789th Bomb. Sq.
Umson, Scmel ° b./ugt "

Barmes, Willian T.' T/S:t n

King, Cecil C. ¥/Szt n
Pittman, Archie C. 1t/ 5ek "

Woods, Walter Le ¥/5gt "

Bland, Travis B. v /St i
Wagnor, Charles R, T/Ses "

Connor, Willian D. ¥/Set 790th Bozb. Sqe
Cook, L. R. &/5gt "
Dickerson, iadison E, 3/5et n

Horder, iilton Be /Sch "
Ramirez, Joc R, L,/bgt n

Self, Clarence D. %/ogt "

Swatts s Willsam He }.(/S "
Vialker, Harry Je ‘f./uft "

Larkin, fugh T/Set "
Schwab, Conrad Fe ' /3t "
Steranko, Thomas 1/Sgt , "
Arnold, ‘Jumes Re 'r/s~t ' "
Blackford, J. Co L/t 791st Bombe Sce
Pinter, Robert Je ‘.!,/Sgt "
Farnham, John Lo S/5et "
lountford, Wayne Ge M/Sgt u
Pierson, Meal Je = H/Set D
Stratton, Jack De /s "

Qaicn, Jacque D, ¥/ Sgt "
Kirkprtrick, Roy B, 1/3gt - "

Henke, Lyle V. S/3gt g62nd Chem. Coe
Clausen, ¥illiam L, 1/Sgt L70th Sub-Denot
Partish, Aubcrn 8/5zt "

Gill, Herbert F. ¥/Sgt "



Claime of enemy fighters destroyed, probebly destroyed or damaged by
merbers of <his Group neve been authenticated by 24D =5 follows:

Destroyed:

Kission
Name Rank _ Position Pilot No. __ Date Type A/C
Donald F. Good 8/Sgt L.Waist Stevens 16 29-4-kl e 109
Cardton W. Smith fgSgt Tail Turret Murphy 22 Be5-lily FW 190
Thomas W. Manion T/Sgt Top Turret Stephenson 28  19-5-44  Me 109
Burl E. Whited S/€gv Tail Turret Harris 28 19-5-44  Me 109
Henry R. Batke 5/Sgt L. Waist Beatty 147 25-12-4 B 190
Robert J. Perkins Sg% Tail Turrst Winger 210 T=l=h5 Me 109
Probebly Destroyed:
Roy L. Raimwater T/Sgt Top Turret Ecanecy 15 29-h-lil W 190
William R. McNeil S/°gt. Tail Turret Dwart 28 19-5--L4, Y¥e 109
Herbert Simmerly = S/Sgt Tail Turret Mugele 147 25-12=44 F¥W 190
Jess A. Duff S/Sgt Tail Turret Sefca 157 25-12-44 TFW 190
Albert J. Looby S/5gt Lleft Waist Schulze ALT 25-12-44 B 190
Damaged:
Herbert A. Vaughn S/Sgt Top Turret Stevens 16  29-4-4l  FW 190
Robt. G. Stitely Cpl  Left Vaist Moore 22 &5+  BW 130
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AFTER TSE JISSION'S OVER

After the mission's over,
After we all get back,

We get interrogated =
"fThere did you sze that f{lak?

How were those German fighters?
When were your bonbs awgy?

Does anyone have arny bitches? -
That's gll for today."

We like the liberator,
Yle think it handles well.
We like to fly formavion =
Welre all as nuts as hell.
Ve like that fighter peel-off,
It'll kill us all sooe d=j.
You lard it in thirty seconds
Or A3 will have to say -

"Condy, you straggled all day.
Tibbetts showed poor technique.
Huston, you had your nead up.
¥e'll have a short critigue.
You adssed the D.A.L., Jones.
Johnson, you will report,
Why you thought that one wing off
Was reason to abort - "
--Fs Je« Jansen
L. F. Jdenkins

BACKEPATH AGCIZS

Rackheath Aggies,
Rackheath Aggies,
Out to do or die.
Rackheath Aggies,
Rackheath Agzies,
Fumbling through the sky.
Our Formations are sensations.
We're not easily cowed.
¥ie!ll drop our bombs
Until those fields are plowed.




Peter, tho PO Inspector

From the lation's Canmitol there came 2 man
Whose job was rather tough.
He took one look ot our fine group
And said, "That's not enough."”
So in formaticn our group did fly,
Bombs were dropped all over the place,
And not o man got sick or did die,
But you should have seon the look on the Colonel's facece.

But %twas nothing compared to the look on the face
0f Peter, thc FCE Inspector.

Peter pondered ACO's, dog tags, and from fives

He read morc poop about tids group

Than we could all cur lives.

He scrutinized with a rractised eoye

Qup take-oifs and fomations

To sce if we couvld reglly fiy according to Regulations.

He interviewed tmost every flier that he could find, and then
He told the group of his desire to Iy with them againe

So, 5-2 briefed the Group like mad,
Fhile every crowman dozed.

.Then Base called up and sald, "Too bad;
This goddex fisld is closed.”

He would never pever lic;

Ho would very much rather die;
A very upstanding guy was he,
Was Peter, the POl Inspector.

So, without hesitetion or procrestination
Cur Croup toock off once morc.

With good navigation and cocrdination
They hoped to win the Var.

¥ith determination this big congregation
Went winging over the blue.

Their fine adaptation to the whole situation
“'as reelly something new,



But an finvestigation at interwogation
Proved Fate's ruvenge is swect.

The wholc demonstration of good tight formation
Was entircly missed b, Potes

It had not been reported

His Dam' ship aborted.

He was never undnspired,

He was nover overtired.

An enthusiastic man was he,

Was Peter, the PCOC Inspector.

Thig is {he end of the songe.

(It's slready much too long)e

We wordared if Pote would ever say,
"This Group can nor “e.on its way."

But he would not state at gll
If we were or werc not on the ovall.

A most non-commdtal man was he,
A most observanl man was no,

A thoroughly roticént man wes he,
Was Petor, the PGI Inspector.

(P.S. = ¥c pasecdl)
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"Postscriptn
Index

l. DNarrative.

2. OStatistics.

3. Mission #215.

Le List of last Missions in the LE.T.C.

1., HNarrative.

as Though this publication ias besn called "4 Yiar at Rackheath", much of
the information contained in it is not bnsed on an exact year from the time of
arrival on 11 ¥arch 1944. The section summorics, for instance, were in some
cases submitted in carly Marche '"ith the 200th sortic being flown on a date
so near to the year from the date of the first operation, most of the material
that has been included covers the period up to 6 Arril 1945. Thus has beon the
term "year® acquired a loose meaning, and unfortunntely it was impessible to
compile & history as operations procecded and to obtain an accurate count as of
a coertain date.

Hostilities with Germany have terminated, and on 8 May 1945, the L67th was'
officially "Stood down" operationally by higher headquarters. It scems fitting,
therefore, to bring the history up to date with this zppendix, and to add to it
such statistics and infomation as arc pertinent during the last operational
days in the E.T.0. The lost oporational mission was flain on 25 April 1945, and
the target was Traunstoin, Germanye Since the 200th sortic, no aircraft has boen
lost by this Croup, but information hes become availoble concerning onc alreraft
which was damaged over Germany and whosc crow bailed out over friendly territorys
The pilot was Lt. Robort ¥, Winger, and his difficultics were cncountered on
7 April 1945 on o mission to Krummel, Gormanyes Tho Group was attacked by
fighters on this trip, Whon an Me 109 was dostroyed, it disintograted, and a
portion of it' fell on Lt, Winger'!s ship, knocking off the right fin and rudders
Under control, the pilot guided the aireraft to frieadly territory, where he
ordercd his crow to abandon the siipe The ontire crow is back with the Group
now, in the 79lst Scuadromne

On ons of its last missions, the A4G67th scored a record in the E.T.0. when
three of its Squadrons ploced all of their strikes within 1000 ft of the MPI at
the Pointe de Grave gun positions in France, a superb climex to an excellent
recorde A sumary of this mission will be fourd in section 3 of the "Postscripth,

Operations werc completed with tio Group having flown o total of 212 sortiecs.
¥With the Croup mumbering, which inecludes some of the recalled missions for which
no sortie credit was achieved, the numbers run up to 221 A break-down of the
missions, by campaigns, according to this Group numbering is as follows:

Total sorties per

campaign
Ay Offensive Europe Nose 1-i1 38
Battle of Normandy Nos. 42-83 40
Battle of Northern France Nos, EL-112 27
Battle of Germany Noss 113-221 107

be the aircraft of the 4567th have nevertheless not remnined on the ground
since the close of opérations., Ildgher headcquarters have issued orders to put
up a number of plamcs per day on observation flights over Germanye ZEach air-
craft carries a skeloton crew of five men, pluss 10 passengers, The passengors
are ground persontel, and the route is designed to provide a view of the destruc—
tion in Germany achieved by strotegic bosbinge Simultaneously, the Germans are
impressed with the fact thnt the forco copobls of disciplining them is still
greats Flying at an altitude 1000 ft. above the terrain, many of the targets
in Western and Northern Gurmany have been scen on these tripse These targets”
include Mannheim, Aschaffenburg, Frenkfurt, Bingen, Koblenz, Ramegen, Cologne, -
Dusseldorf, Munster, Osnabruck, Bremen, Hemburg, Srunswick, Hannover, Bielefeld,
Hamm, and the Ruhr Valley. Much cuthusiasm has boen aroused, both among the
ground and the flying personncle
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placed 50% within 500ft. The entire Group's bomb load dropped within 1000 fte
of the MPI, a record nover vefore achieved by any Eighth Adlr Force Unit.

This was the ono dofinite feather in the cop of the 467the Its record had
always been goode Hany times its bombing had excelled among Groups of the
Second Division, but this mission to Pointe de Grave is one definite triumph to
which every man at Rackheath cen point with pride, and with the knowledge that
his Group did better than any Eighth Air Force unit had ever done.

Le List of last ¥issions in the E.T.O.

Kission
Noe Date Target P.1. Rating Casualties
210 T=4=45 Krummel, Germany Good 0
21 Bely=li5 Unterschlauersbach, Germany Good 0
212 Qeli=li5 Leenfled, Germany Very Good 0
213  10-4-45  Rechlin/larz, Gemany Very Good 0
2L 1l-k-h5 Regensburg, Cermany Excellent 0
215 Uy =li=l5 Pointe de Grave, France Excellent 0
216 15=L~15 Royan, France Unobserved 0
217  16-4-45  Landshut, Germany Good 0
218  17-4-45 Karlsbad, Czech Very Good 0
219 20-4=45 Zwicscl, Germony Excellent 0
220  21-4=L5 Salzburg, Austria Nil(Recalled 0
221  25=4=li5 Traunstein, Germany Very Good 0
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